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 Zika Virus 
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

According to the World Health Organization (WHO), Brazil, Colombia, El 

Salvador, Surinam and Venezuela have reported cases of Guillain-Barré 

syndrome (GBS). The spread of the Zika virus, suspected to cause increased 

cases of children born with microcephaly, continues in the region. 

However, according to WHO "the cause in the increased incidence of 

Guillain-Barré syndrome remains unknown, especially at a time when the 

virus of dengue, Chikungunya and Zika have been circulating simultaneously 

in America." 

Zika virus is transmitted by mosquitoes and the current outbreak has 

affected 34 countries worldwide, including 26 countries in the Americas. 

Brazil is the most affected country; the authorities estimate that 1.5 million 

people have been infected with the virus since beginning the outbreak. 
Source: World Health Organization 

 

COLOMBIA 

According to official data, more than 31,500 people, including 5,013 pregnant 

women are infected with the Zika virus. 

Health authorities in Colombia, the second largest number of cases in Latin 

America and the Caribbean after Brazil, have not reported cases of 

microcephaly, but said they found a "causal" relationship between Zika and 

Guillain-Barré syndrome, which resulted in three deaths . 
Source: Reuters 

 
WHO declared the recent cluster of microcephaly and neurological disorders  a public  health emergency of 

international concern.. Picture:  © Pan American Health Organization 

Highlights 
 ZIKA VIRUS: 26 countries in Latin America 

and the Caribbean have reported cases of 
Zika virus. An increase in microcephaly 
among newborns and cases of Guillain-
Barre syndrome have been reported, with 
suspected links to the Zika outbreak. 
Brazil is the most affected country with an 
estimated 1.5 million people affected, 
followed by Colombia with 31,500 cases. 
 

 

 RAINS AND FLOODS: 31,000 people are 
affected in Bolivia by various weather 
events linked to El Niño Phenomenon. In 
Colombia 600 people are affected and 140 
houses damaged due to flooding. 
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Select an icon/title for further information on the 

emergencies/alerts. 

 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

Displaced People 

COLOMBIA 

152 people (around 49 families) are in a situation of 

displacement in the urban area of the village Santa 

Fe Las Claras municipality of Puerto Libertador 

(Cordoba Department). People move out of fear and 

as a protective measure, due to the fighting between 

the Colombian army and the Clan Úsuga. 

Most displaced persons are housed with relatives 

and friends. 

The main needs are in the areas of education, health, 

particularly in psychosocial care and attention to 

cases of diarrhea, acute respiratory infections and 

Zika, especially in pregnant women and children. 

Basic hygiene kits and food supplies are also 

required. 

The Local Coordination Team is following up the 

situation in a complementary manner to support 

gaps in the institutional response if required. 

OCHA has organized a mission field. 

Source: OCHA. 

 

El Niño Phenomenon 

BOLIVIA 

31,000 hectares of crops are affected in Bolivia and 

other 26,000 are at risk due to hail, rain and droughts 

as a result of El Niño, according to the Minister of 

Rural Development and Land. 

Affected departments are Potosi, Oruro, La Paz, 

Chuquisaca, Cochabamba and Santa Cruz, according 

to the national news agency ABI. 

The affected families are also estimated in 31,000, 

while 81 municipalities are affected by losses in 

agricultural production. 

Around 854,000 animals, especially llamas and 

sheeps have been lost. 

Drought in Bolivia particularly affects the highland 

regions, while floods have concentrated on the 

center, the east and the Amazon. 

According to official data, at least 15 people have 

died as a result of the rains, thunderstorms and 

drought recorded in late 2015 and early 2016 as a 

result of El Niño. 
Source: Government of Bolivia via La Jornada.net 

 

Rains & Floodings 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

The Emergency Operations Center (COE) issued a 

green alert in five provinces for possible flooding due 

to overflowing rivers, streams and landslides as a 

result of the heavy rains. 

On Sunday, February 14, heavy and prolonged rains 

were recorded in the capital - Santo Domingo and 

several regions. 

It is expected that the bad weather system will be 

followed by a high pressure system, increasing the 

winds and affecting the coast of the country.  

Rains have also affected neighboring Haiti. 
Source: Emergency Operations Centre via Hoy Digital. 

 

COLOMBIA 

A strong wind/gale in Santander de Quilichao 

(northern Cauca) left damages in 140 houses -18 

completely destroyed- and two educational 

institutions, in addition to many personal losses of 

belongings. 

This emergency affects more than 600 people. 

Source: Diario El Tiempo. 
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