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THurricane Season 

JOAQUIN IN BAHAMAS 

Hurricane Joaquin passed over the southern Island of the Bahamas with 

winds over 200 km/hr and significant storms surges. The storm resulted in 

severe damage to critical infrastructure and housing on Acklins, Long, 

Crooked, and San Salvador islands and Rum Cay where an estimated 5,000 

people reside.   

Rainfall also affected Haiti, Dominican Republic, and Turks and Caicos, 

although to a lesser extent. 

Upon invitation of the Government of the Bahamas, the Caribbean 

Disaster and Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA) deployed a Rapid 

Needs Assessment Team (RNAT) that included PAHO, OCHA and UNDAC 

members.  From 6 to 8 October the team visited Acklins, Crooked and 

Long islands.   

The government sent workers to restore utilities, including electricity, 

water and communications that were disrupted due the storm. Relief 

supplies from the private sector, US and UK were delivered to the islands 

and are being distributed by community volunteers.   

Repair or recovery of housing will be a key challenge in the coming weeks 

as most islands lack the materials and heavy equipment and people have 

little financial resources. 
Source: OCHA ROLAC and CDEMA. 
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 HURRICANE SEASON: Hurricane Joaquin 
passed over the southern Island of the 
Bahamas and resulted in several damage 
to critical infrastructure and housing in 
Acklins, Long, Crooked, and San Salvador 
islands and Rum Cay. CDEMA deployed a 
Rapid Needs Assessment Team with 
members from the UN to the affected 
region.  

 LANDSLIDE: Authorities declared a red 
alert in El Cambray II, municipality of Santa 
Catarina Pinula, department of Guatemala, 
following a deadly landslide that left 274 
dead and 353 people missing.  

 DROUGHT: Authorities declared a drought 
emergency in the municipality of 
Omereque de Cochabamba, Bolivia, which 
affects 400 rural households (about 2,000 
people). 

Weekly stats 

 
274 dead in 

Guatemala landslide. 

 

2,000 
People affected by 
drought in Omereque 
de Cochabamba, 
Bolivia. 

Early Warning 

 
Peru: heavy rains in the 
forest. 

  Active Emergencies 

     
Select an icon to view the specific site to follow the emergencies. 

 

 

http://redhum.org/alertas
http://redhum.org/emergencia/
http://redhum.org/emergencia/
http://redhum.org/alerta_detail/lluvias-abundantes-en-la-selva-973
http://redhum.org/emergencia_detail/huracan-joaquin-en-el-caribe-octubre-2015
http://redhum.org/emergencia_detail/deslizamiento-santa-catarina-pinula-cambray-ii-guatemala-octubre-2015
http://redhum.org/emergencia_detail/inseguridad-alimentaria-por-sequia-en-america-central-y-el-caribe-julio-2015
http://redhum.org/emergencia_detail/actividad-eruptiva-del-volcan-cotopaxi-agosto-2015
http://redhum.org/emergencia_detail/situacion-humanitaria-en-frontera-colombo-venezolana-agosto-2015


WEEKLY NOTE ON EMERGENCIES – YEAR 8 VOLUMEN 424 2 

 

 

 

 

This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

 

Landslide 

GUATEMALA 

Authorities declared a public red alert in El 

Cambray II, municipality of Santa Catarina Pinula, 

department of Guatemala, where a landslide left 

274 dead and 353 people missing. A rescue team 

remains in the area searching for victims. CONRED, 

the national civil protection agency, is providing 

four shelters for 423 people. On 9 October 

following visits to the affected area, authorities 

held a press conference and announced that a 

further 111 houses had been identified at risk in the 

areas of Cambray I, Cambray II y Los Patios. 

Situation Report No. 1: http://bit.ly/1MisPwJ 
Srouce:National Coordination for Disaster Reduction (CONRED). 

 

Volcanic Activity 

GUATEMALA 

On 11 October activity was registered in the crater 

of Fuego Volcano, which could be the beginning of 

a new eruptive phase, according to the bulletin 

issued by the National Institute of Seismology, 

Volcanology, Meteorology and Hydrology 

(INSIVUMEH). Fuego Volcano has been active over 

the past weeks, indicated by an increase of energy 

and explosions. The Executive Secretariat of the 

National Coordinator for Disaster Reduction (SE-

CONRED) is monitoring the situation. No 

evacuation is required for the moment.   
Srouce:National Coordination for Disaster Reduction (CONRED). 

 

 

 

Drought / El Niño 

BOLIVIA 
Authorities declared an emergency in the 

municipality of Omereque de Cochabamba due to 

the drought that threatens the agricultural 

production. 400 farming households (approx. 2,000 

people) do not have water for irrigation of their 

farmlands due to low levels of water in the Mizque 

River. 

According to official contingency planning 

documents for El Niño 2015-2016, Civil Defense 

reports 100,000 households (approx. 500,000 

people) may be affected by excess rainfall and/or 

drought in 109 municipalities of the country. It is 

expected to be the strongest El Niño in 65 years. 

The contingency plan focuses on: equipment, 

humanitarian assistance and early recovery, and it 

will be coordinated by the Ministries of Education, 

Health and Environment. Authorities confirmed 

that additional funds will be available for the 

contingency. 
Source: Bolivian Information Agency/Government of Bolivia and La 
Razon. 

 

CUBA 
Despite rains, associated with Hurricane Joaquin, 

drought continues to affect the country. Granma 

(located in the southwest of the eastern region of 

the island) was the only province that recorded 

rainfalls. Santiago de Cuba (in the same region) is 

the most affected province with low water supply 

and La Habana is affected in the west and central 

region. Authorities are implementing an action 

plan to mitigate the effects of the drought. 
Source: Juventud Rebelde. 

mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org
http://bit.ly/1MisPwJ

