
 

 

 

   REDLAC 
         LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN 
         WEEKLY NOTE ON EMERGENCIES 

       

   JULY 27, 2015 - YEAR 8 – VOLUME 414                                                 Prepared by:       
 

FOTO 

Drought and Food Security   

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Authorities have activated emergency mechanisms in anticipation of a 

water shortage in the coming days, caused by the drought that has 

affected the country since 2014. Water production has decreased about 

18 percent (about 71 million gallons). Authorities are prioritizing water 

distribution to the affected neighborhoods via water trucks and are 

reinforcing contingency plans.  
Source: Aqueduct and Sewer Authority via Listin Diario – La Republica. 

 

HAITI 

The National Coordination for Food Security (CNSA) reports 200,000 

families in 11 departments affected by water shortage and damages to 

the agricultural sector. The prolonged drought has reduced income in 

the agriculture sector, while food prices increased between 30% and 

40% in comparison to 2014. Food insecurity is exacerbated by the 

indiscriminate felling of trees, increasing costs of agricultural supplies 

and seed shortage in the market. Authorities are concerned that the 

country’s health situation could worsen with a lack of water. 

Source: FewNet and National Coordination for Food Security. 
 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: The impact of lack of rain on water supplies has caused authorities to activated 

emergency mechanisms. Source: El Dinero.  

Highlights 
 DROUGHT AND FOOD SECURITY: 

Authorities activated the emergency 
mechanisms in Dominican Republic, 
while in Haiti authorities are concerned 
about a worsening of health issues due to 
lack of water. 

 FLOODS: River San Miguel in Colombia 
overflowed affecting about 8,000 people. 
Authorities are responding to the 
emergency by delivering foods and 
toiletry kits.  

 COLD WEATHER: In Bolivia about 9,330 
families, 4,306 hectares of crops, 6,868 
cattle and 207 houses are affected in 26 
municipalities, in 6 departments. 

Monitoring 

 Floods in South America 

 
Hurricane Season 

Weekly stats 

 

8,000   
affected by floods    
in Colombia. 

 

 
 

46,650 
affected by cold 
weather in Bolivia. 

Early warning 

    
Select an icon to veiw a specialized site to follow the 

emergencies. 
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

Environmental 
Emergency 

GUATEMALA 
In a press conference, United Nations 

representatives provided information on the 

ecological and socio-economic impacts from the 

contamination of the La Pasion River in Sayaxche, 

Department of Peten. The United Nations Technical 

Team is supporting the National Coordination for 

Disaster Risk Reduction (CONRED) in delivering 

humanitarian assistance. An estimated 6,475 people 

are directly affected by the pesticide contamination 

in River La Pasion. 

For more information: http://bit.ly/1MRWgHG 
Source: United Nations via Prensa Libre. 

 

 

Floods 

COLOMBIA 

Heavy rains caused the San Miguel River 

(Department of  Putumayo) to overflow. About 

1,500 families (8,000 people) are affected by 

flooding. Schools are affected, about 30 houses 

were destroyed, 150 houses damaged and cattle 

have died. The main needs for the affected 

population are food, hygiene supplies, clothing and 

tools and construction supplies. Municipal 

authorities together with the Community Action 

Council delivered food and toiletry kits, with a plan 

to reach 800 families. Members of the Putumayo 

Local Humanitarian Team has visited the area and is 

ready to help with an assessment of humanitarian 

needs and support the response efforts, if required. 

The humanitarian community is especially 

concerned about the affected area, as it has a 

history of conflicts and presence of armed actors. 

Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

Cold Weather 

BOLIVIA 
Since 1 May, 26 municipalities are affected in six 

departments in the country. It is estimated that 

9,330 families, more than 4,306 hectares of crops, 

6,868 cattle and 207 houses are affected. Two 

deaths were also reported. The winter season in 

Bolivia has brought cold weather, snow, hail and 

strong winds in the western area of the country; 

while in the east, especially in the departments of 

Santa Cruz and Beni, atypical rains have been 

registered and caused severe floods and damages to 

agricultural production. The Vice Ministry of Civil 

Defense (VIDECI) assured that there is sufficient 

resources to support the affected municipalities. 

Santa Cruz is the only department being considered 

for a declaration of a state of emergency. 
Source: Vice Ministry of Civil Defense via ABI. 
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