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Drought  

THE CARIBBEAN 

National authorities and media are reporting on the drought that is 

facing the region. Water reservoirs are low, crops are drying up and 

cattle are affected. The Trinidad-based Institute of Agricultural 

Research and Development in the Caribbean estimates that economic 

losses from drought already exceed US$ 1 million. Meteorologists fear 

that the situation will deteriorate due to the effects of El Niño. 

In Cuba, more than 60 percent of the island is affected by drought. This 

year, it has received only 68 precent of normal rainfall. Cattle and crops 

are affected and 200 water reservoirs are operating at less than 40 

percent of capacity. 

The island of St. Lucia is one of the most affected countries, with losses 

in coconut, cashews and oranges plantations. 

National authorities in Dominican Republic report water shortages in 

hundreds of communities.  

The National Drought Mitigation Center in the United States reports 

that in Puerto Rico, 1.5 million people are affected by drought to 

various extents. 
Source: National Authorities via Universo. 

 

 
Cuba: Over 60 percent of the country is affected by drought. Most of the Caribbean countries are suffering 
the consequences of El Niño, mainly Santa Lucia, Puerto Rico, Cuba and Dominican Republic. Photo © 
Radio Havana Cuba.  

  

Highlights 
 DROUGHT: Several countries in the 

Caribbean are affected by drought. 
Experts predict the situation to 
deteriorate with El Niño and a weak 
hurricane season, with a limited 
amount of rain expected for the 
region. 

 ENVIRONMENTAL EMERGENCY: 
Colombia and Guatemala are 
affected by contamination of rivers 
that supply water to a considerable 
number of people. In Colombia the 
contamination results from oil 
pollution while Guatemala is still 
investigating the origin. 

 RAINS: About 745 people are 
affected in the Atlantic coast of 
Costa Rica. 

Monitoring 

 
Floods in Central and 
South America 

 
Hurricane Season 

 

Weekly stats 

 

1 Million  
US$ in losses from 
drought in the 
Caribbean 

 

12,017 
Affected by river 
contamination in 
Guatemala 

 

Early warning 

    
Select an icon to veiw a specialized site to follow the 

emergencies. 
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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office 
through disaster monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources 
indicated. Activities carried out in affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For 

input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to ocha-rolac@un.org 
 
 

 

 

Environmental 

Emergency 

GUATEMALA 

The contamination of the Passion River (Petén 

Department), caused by pesticides or organic 

matter (to be confirmed), resulted in massive death 

of fish and other aquatic animals. This ecological 

disaster is considered Guatemala´s most serious 

environmental problem. The river contamination is 

affecting livelihoods, especially people who depend 

on fishing. The population is in need of potable 

water. At least 48 percent of families in the region 

consume water directly from this river and 

authorities have prohibited its consumption and 

use as a precaution measure. About 12,017 people 

are directly affected and 14,827 are at risk. National 

authorities and members of the Humanitarian 

Country Team are coordinating response activities. 
Source: United Nations. 

 

COLOMBIA 

The FARC-EP (Revolutionary Armed Forces of 

Colombia - People's Army) attacked an oil 

infrastructure causing a crude oil spill in the affluent 

of the Mira River, which supplies the Tumaco 

municipality aqueduct (Department Nariño - 

Pacific). An estimated 410,000 gallons of oil were 

spilled. Authorities declared Tumaco under a health 

and environmental emergency. About 9,755 people 

are directly affected, although this number could 

increase to 20,000 in rural areas, where river 

contamination affects access to water and 

livelihoods, such as fishing and shellfish harvesting. 

The Tumaco aqueduct water intakes were closed, 

which also affects some 160,000 people. Water 

trucks are being used to distribute water to the 

affected communities. Organizations from the 

Humanitarian Local Team (OCHA, OXFAM, WFP, 

ACF, Solidarity Alliance for Human Rights and 

UNHCHR) will undertake a multisector assessment 

mission (MIRA) in four communities. 
Source: OCHA Colombia. 

 

Floods 

COSTA RICA 

About 745 people sought shelter in 11 temporary 

shelters in the cantones of Sarapiqui, Turrialba, 

Matina and Talamanca (Limon province) as result 

of the heavy rains in the Atlantic coast. The number 

of people affected doubled over the weekend. The 

rains are caused by a low pressure system. An alert 

in still in effect for some Atlantic regions. 
Source: La Nación. 
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