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Heavy rains  

URUGUAY    

The Uruguayan Institute of Meteorology issued a yellow alert for the 

severe storm affecting the country. The alert is in effect for seven 

departments: Artigas, Salto, Rivera, Paysandu, Tacuarembo, Cerro 

Largo and Treinta y Tres. 

 

Continued intense storms are expected in the coming days, which may 

be accompanied by strong winds, hail and lightening. 
Source: El Observador. 

 

                   
In Uruguay, more than 100,000 people are without drinking water after a creek overflowed between 

Punta Negra and Interbalnearia Route breaking a water pipe that feeds the western part of the 

Maldonado department (Punta Negra, Punta Colorada, San Francisco, Piriapolis and Pan de Azucar, 

among others).© Images: El Observador. 

 

Tornado 

USA    

At least four people died and dozens were injured after a powerful 

tornado ripped through the cities of Columbia, Mississippi, and Amite in 

Louisiana.  Houses were damaged, trees collapsed and a local hospital 

had to use alternative energy systems to function and assist the injured. 

 
Source: Mississippi Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) and CBS News. 

 

 

 

Highlights 
 HEAVY RAINS: Yellow alert in Uruguay for 

heavy storms. At least four deaths in the 
USA after a tornado hit Mississippi and 
Louisiana. 
 

 EARTHQUAKE: A 5.5 degree (Richter) 
earthquake occurred on Friday, December 
26, in Panama causing no damage. 

 

 10 YEARS AFTER THE TSUNAMI IN 
INDONESIA: On the 10th anniversary of 
the tsunami that devastated Indonesia, the 
United Nations highlights the importance 
of disaster preparedness activities. 

Monitoring 

 

Chikungunya 

   

Weekly Stats 

 

4 
People dead after a 
tornado in USA 

 

10 
Years after the 
tsunami in 
Indonesia where 5 
million people were 
affected 

Early Warning 

    
Select the icon to enter the specialized site to follow-up on an 

emergency, by classification. 
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Earthquake 

PANAMA 

 

 

   

A 5.5 degree earthquake on the Richter scale 

occurred on Friday afternoon, December 26, in the 

Panamanian province of Chiriqui causing no 

damage. 

The National Civil Protection System reports that 

the epicentre of the quake was  178 kilometres south 

of the town of Punta Burica. 
Source: Prensa Latina. 

 

Risk Management 

BOLIVIA 

 

 

   

Bolivia has incorporated climate change into their 

Disaster Risk Management and Humanitarian 

Assistance Law in order to reduce risk and create a 

strategy to face the consequences of this 

phenomenon. 

 

The Vice Minister of Civil Defence stated that the 

Ministry of Environment and Water should 

incorporate risk management in elements of  

environmental control. 

 

"We know that climate change is global and is 

producing a series of climatic alterations in the 

world such as prolonged droughts and large-scale 

flooding, which are also products of the global 

warming; all of which we consider to be natural 

disasters and we will have to take concrete actions”, 

he said. 
Source: Opinion. 

10 years after the 

tsunami in the Indian 

Ocean  
GLOBAL 

On December 26 2004 -10 years ago-, one of the 

most devastating earthquakes struck the coast of 

Aceh, Indonesia, triggering a tsunami that swept 

away everything in its path. 

On the anniversary of this disaster, the United 

Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 

and the Pacific (ESCAP) noted that one of the 

lessons learned from the tragedy was the 

importance of early warning systems, because 

when the giant waves hit the system was 

inadequate. 

The United Nations stressed that the 2004 tsunami 

will never be forgotten even though a lot has been 

done in the last 10 years to overcome this 

catastrophe. 

The UN also warned that devastating natural 

phenomena will continue to occur so preparedness 

activities must continue all over the world. 

Source: United Nations. 
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