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Earthquake  

ECUADOR - ONE MONTH AFTER 

On 16 April, a 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck coastal areas in northwest 

Ecuador causing widespread damage and loss of life.  The Government 

quickly declared a 60-day “state of exception” in the six provinces of Manabí, 

Esmeraldas, Santa Elena, Guayas, Santo Domingo and Los Ríos.  The most 

severe damage was concentrated in Manabí Province and the canton of 

Muisne in neighboring Esmeraldas Province.  

According to evaluations, one month after the earthquake, the impact and 

priority needs of the population are more clear and response plans are more 

detailed. Humanitarian needs persist in the majority of affected areas, and 

particularly in rural areas and amongst highly vulnerable communities.  

 

 
Ecuador: A month after the earthquake that seriously affected the provinces of Manabí and 
Esmeraldas, some 29,000 people are living in temporary spontenous or organized shelters and are in 
need of assistance.  At the same time, demolition, clean-up and reconstruction works continue. 
Photo: UNDAC. 

 

The Government and international community launched a massive response 

immediately following the earthquake.  Roads were cleared, communication 

networks repaired and electricity restored in most areas within the first week. 

Some 660 people died in the earthquake and 13 persons remain missing. 

 

  

Highlights 
 EARTHQUAKE IN ECUADOR: A month 

after the earthquake, the needs and 
priorities of the affected population are 
more clear and response plans are more 
detailed. The coverage of the appeal is 
only 15%. Some 660 people died in the 
earthquake and 13 persons remain 
missing. 
 

 MIGRATION: The number of 
unaccompanied children and adolescents 
entering the United States could reach 
75,000 in 2016, an increase of 78% 
compared to 2015. 

 

 HURRICANE SEASON: The Pacific season 
started on May 15 and will run until 
November 30. Four (4) intense hurricanes 
are expected. 

 

Monitoring 

Zika 
 

 El Niño 

  
 

Numers of the week 

 

660 
Deaths after the 
earthquake in 
Ecuador 

 

29,000 
People sheltered 
after the earthquake 
in Ecuador 

Early Warning 

    
Select an icon to enter the specialized follow-up site for 

emergencies, by its classification. 

 

http://iridl.ldeo.columbia.edu/maproom/IFRC/FIC/
http://earthquake.usgs.gov/
http://www.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1239&Itemid=2291&lang=es
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
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Esta nota es compilada para el Grupo de Trabajo sobre Riesgo, Emergencias and Desastres en América Latina and el Caribe (REDLAC) por 
la oficina regional de OCHA, a través del sistema de monitoreo and contribuciones de socios. Este documento es informativo and representa 
un compilatorio de hechos and acciones claves reportadas por las fuentes señaladas. Muchas de las actividades realizadas en los países 
afectados son abordadas aquí. Sin embargo, sugerimos también revisar las fuentes para ampliar la información. 
Para contribuciones: ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

                                          

Earthquake  

ECUADOR - ONE MONTH AFTER (Cont.…) 

The majority of assistance delivered and 

assessments carried out to date have focused on 

urban areas. Nevertheless, unmet needs remain 

important in urban settings, and are particularly 

profound in rural areas and communities with 

limited social services and higher levels of 

vulnerability prior to the earthquake. 

Some 73,000 people remain displaced and are living 

in organized shelters and camps, spontaneous sites, 

and with host families based on government 

estimates of damaged housing.  

Nearly 29,000 people are residing in more than 250 

collective centers and displacement sites. A 

building-to-building assessment by the Government 

is underway focusing initially on urban then rural 

areas.  The latest figures identify 5,174 buildings 

destroyed or with no access permitted and 5,749 

damaged buildings with restricted access.   

The international humanitarian community 

launched a Flash Appeal on 20 April calling for nearly 

US$73 million to respond to the life-saving and 

protection needs and support resilience of 350,000 

people. The objectives and sectoral plans elaborated 

in the appeal remain valid.  Beyond the $7.5 million 

provided by the Central Emergency Response Fund, 

committed financial contributions from donors has 

been limited to date with the Flash Appeal covered 

at only 15% as of today. 
Source: United Nations & Goverment of Ecuador. 

 

 

 

 

 

Migrants 

Unaccompanied children and adolescents  

A report presented by the Pew Research Center said 

during the first six months of the current fiscal year, 

which began last Oct. 1, more than 27,000 children 

without an accompanying adult were arrested, an 

increase of more than 78% compared with the same 

period of 2015. If the current rate of arrival of children 

who cross the United States border without an adult 

remains, the number could reach 75,000 this fiscal 

year, which ends in September. 

According to figures from the United States Border 

Patrol, in 2015 about 40,000 undocumented minors 

were arrested, and in 2014 more than 68,000, a 

situation that was described by President Barack 

Obama as a "humanitarian crisis". 

The cost of handling each of these children is $ 17.643 

per year, more than double what it was in 2010. 
Source: Pew Research Center via La Prensa Grafica. 

 

Hurricane season 
Some 30 cyclones are expected this hurricane season 

for the Pacific and Atlantic. In the Pacific, where the 

season started on May 15, 18 cyclones are expected, 

eight of them tropical storms. The remaining 9 could 

be hurricanes. Of these, four are expected to be 

intense with greater than 209 mph winds. 
Source: National Agency for Oceanic and Atmospheric US 

(NOAA). 

mailto:ocha-rolac@un.org
http://www.pewresearch.org/

