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This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the Sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with Sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email to 
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DROUGHT 

PARAGUAY: Authorities will deliver food to 1,670 

families (8,350 people) affected by drought. The 

aid consists of nonperishable food parcels of 78.5 

kg for each family.  The delivery will be made on 

an ongoing basis until the total affected 

population is covered. The most affected 

departments include Presidente Hayes and 

Boqueron, both located in the Paraguayan Chaco.  

Source: Secretariat of National Emergency. 

 

EPIDEMIC 

MEXICO: Some 171 cases of cholera have been 

confirmed as of 18 October. Most cases (157), 

were reported in the state of Hidalgo. Mexican 

health authorities continue strengthening the 

investigation and surveillance of the outbreak at 

national level, and are ensuring availability and 

quality in health care facilities. This is the first 

local cholera transmission in Mexico since the 

1991-2001 epidemic.  

Source: World Health Organization 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mexico: Authorities have confirmed 171 cholera cases. One person 
has died. Neighboring countries have increased their surveillance 
for cholera. Haiti, Dominican Republic and Cuba have reported 
recent cases of the disease. ©EFE archive. 

 

NICARAGUA: Some 4,445 dengue cases have 

been reported in the country, representing a 10% 

increase from 2012.  Roughly 78% of cases are 

located in the departments of Chinandega, Leon, 

Madriz, Rio San Juan, Chontales, Managua, 

Carazo, Masaya and Esteli. Some 13 people have 

died.  The Ministry of Health declared a red alert 

due to the health situation. Health measures have 

been stepped up, including vectors control and 

population awareness. The Pan American Health 

Organization is supporting Nicaraguan local 

authorities on dengue control and has allocated  

HIGHLIGHTS:   
 PARAGUAY: Some 1,670 families affected by drought will be benefited with food.  

 MÉXICO: Confirmed cases of cholera increase to 171, the majority in the State of Hidalgo.  

 NICARAGUA: Authorities declare a dengue alert. The number of affected people is up 10% from 2012. There are 4,445 cases. 
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Americas have reported cases of dengue.  In 

some countries, the situation is more serious, 

given that numbers are close or about to exceed 

the number of cases in previous epidemiological 

years.  

Source: Pan-American Health Organization  

 

PARAGUAY: The Ministry of Health 

acknowledged that the current dengue epidemic 

reports 400 cases per week just in the 

metropolitan area of Asunción. The most affected 

areas include the cities of San Lorenzo and 

Capiata. So far in 2013, authorities have reported 

133,000 cases and 33 people have died. 

According to the authorities, close to 3 million 

people are at risk of infection, and the most 

vulnerable group are young people under the age 

of 15.   

Source: Ministry of Health via Prensa Latina.  

 

EARTHQUAKE 

BOLIVIA: A 5 degree earthquake occurred on 

Tuesday 22 October, with an epicenter in the 

municipality of Cabezas, in the province of Santa 

Cruz. About 170 families (850 people) were 

affected with damages to their houses. The quake 

had 30 aftershocks. The authorities delivered 

assistance to those affected and brigades for 

assessments. It is estimated that close to 400 

ethnic Guaraní houses could be affected.  

Source: Vice Ministry of Civil Defense via media.  

 

 


