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Situation overview:  

 The short rains season’s onset was late in most parts of the county. The earliest rains were received  

in Matuga sub-county in the 2
nd

 week of September. Msambweni sub-county’s onset was in the 1
st
 

week of November while Kinango sub-county’s onset was in the 2
nd

 week of October. Much of 

these rains were characterized by false starts especially in Kinango sub-county. The rainfall figures 

for the 3 sub-counties in December were as follows: Msambweni: 12.0 mm for an average 2 rainy 

days, Kwale: 86.0 mm for an average 7 wet days and Kinango 82.2 mm for 3 rainy days. The 

spatial and temporal distribution became fairer as the season approached its end this month.  

 The quality and quantity of natural vegetation and pasture has improved in both livelihood zones 

owing to the recent rains. The distances to grazing areas remained the same at 4.3 km recorded last 

month. The livestock farming zone posted the least distance of 2.9 km km while the mixed farming 

zone posted the farthest distance of 5.7 km. 

 The main sources of water for domestic and livestock consumption remained water pans and dams 

similar to last month with other sources being boreholes, shallow wells, springs, natural ponds and 

rivers and traditional river wells. Access to water for domestic consumption reduced slightly to 2.3 

km from 2.5 km posted last month with the mixed farming zone posting the lengthier distance of 

2.5 km and the livestock farming zone posting the lesser distance at 2.1 km.  

 There was an increase in cattle prices during the month. A medium-sized 3-year old bull was 

trading at Kshs 23,166 up from Kshs 19,500 posted last month pin-pointing to an 18.8% increase. 

The increase in price was owed to the improved body condition due to increased availability of 

pasture from the rains. The mixed farming livelihood zone posted the higher price at Kshs 30,000 

and the lower price was posted in the livestock farming zone at Kshs 16,333.3. Cattle prices 

maintained their above-normal price trend. 

 There was a marginal decrease in maize prices this month where a kilogram of maize vended at 

Kshs 36.35 down from Kshs 38.0 last month. Inter-livelihood zone variations were exhibited as the 

livestock farming livelihood zone posted Kshs 38.0 with a few areas such as Mtaa posting as high 

as Kshs 45 per kilogram while the mixed farming livelihood zone posted Kshs 34.7 almost similar 

to last month’s Kshs 34.1. However, a few areas in this zone such as Tiwi posted as high as Kshs 

42.0.  

 There was no significant change in posho prices during the month. A kilogram of posho was 

vended at Kshs 48.9 compared to Kshs 47.9 posted last month. Inter-livelihood zone differences 

were displayed as the mixed farming zone posted the higher price of Kshs 49.8 while the livestock 

farming livelihood zone posted the lower price of Kshs 48.0. Select areas such as Mtaa and Sega in 

the livestock farming livelihood zone posted high prices at Kshs 50.0. 

 The main source of income this month was casual labour similar to last month with the proportion 

of people relying on it for income as last month reduced from 50% last month to 48% this month. 

Demand for casual labour is on the decrease as on-farm activities reduce since harvesting of the 

short rain season crop is on-going. The average daily wage rate increased by 4.41% from Kshs 

190.5 last month to Kshs 201 this month. The highest average daily wage rate was recorded in the 

mixed farming livelihood zone at Kshs 213 while the least wage rate was posted in the livestock 

farming zone at Kshs 189. 

 The proportion of children at risk of malnutrition increased this month from 5.65% last month to 

6.8% this month. The increase in the proportion at risk is likely to be attributed to the reduced 

immunity of children due to the increased incidences of malaria and diarrhoea. The mixed 
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farming livelihood zone recorded the least number of children at risk at 4.3% while the highest 

number of children at risk was recorded in the livestock farming zone at 9.3%. Areas with high 

malnutrition rates include Mwereni (15.8%), Vigurungani (14.8%) and Chengoni (13.6%). 

 The early warning stage for December 2013 for the entire county is alert with a stable trend. 

 

 

Current Interventions in food security in Kwale County  

1) Food aid  

 KRCS in conjunction with WFP and MOH distributed a total of 1.026MT of food aid as follows: 

0.004MT vegetable oil, 0.125 MT of super corn soya blend and 0.897 MT of plumpy supp.  

 

2) Non food aid 

 6750 kgs of green grams were distributed in Kwale Matuga by the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Livestock and Fisheries in December 

 

Recommendations 

 Extensive campaigns by the Agriculture department on post-harvest management to prevent 

excessive losses since good harvests are expected in the county in some areas. 
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1. Stability  

1.1 Rainfall.  

1.1.1 Amount of rainfall 

Moderate rainfall has been experienced in the county. Msambweni sub-county recorded 12 mm for 

an average 2 rainy days, Kwale (Matuga) sub-county recorded 86 mm for an average 7 wet days 

while Kinango sub-county recorded 82.2 mm for 3 rainy days.  

1.1.2 Temporal and spatial distribution 

 The onset of the short rains season was late in most parts of the county. The onset was the 2
nd

 

week of September in Matuga sub-county, the 2
nd

 week of October for Kinango and the 1
st
 week of 

November for Msambweni sub-county. Although the distribution was poor in both time and space 

at the onset of the season, it became fairer as the season drew to a close. Below are graphs 

illustrating the average amount of rainfall for Matuga sub-county and satellite images for rainfall 

estimates for the county for the month of December.  

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term 07-12 8.0 11.0 9.0 65.0 18.0 77.0 34.0 50.0 45.0 113.0 201.0 53.0

Average rainfall 2013 0 0 41.07 69.47 120 74.7 70.3 83 162.5 90.3 116.1 86
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1.2. Natural Vegetation and Pasture condition.  

1.2.1 Quality and quantity. 

 The quantity and quality of natural vegetation and pasture is good in both mixed and livestock 

farming livelihood zones due to the rainfall received. The replenished pasture and browse is likely 

to last between 4-5 months in both zones. 

1.2.2 Distance to grazing areas. 

 The average return distances to grazing areas remained the same as last month at 4.3 km. This was 

owed to the rains that have been experienced as the short rains season draws to a close spurring 

the rejuvenation of pasture and browse especially in the livestock farming zone. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Long-term average 07-12 3.5 4.0 4.8 4.4 3.8 4.0 4.6 5.1 5.7 5.4 4.2 3.1

Return distances to grazing areas 
2013 3.5 4 5.4 5.35 4.2 4.2 4.95 4.7 4.8 4.8 4.35 4.3

Average return distances to grazing areas  versus long-term  average for 
December 2013 in Kwale County

 
           Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 The furthest distances were recorded in the mixed farming zone at 5.7 km having increased by 

9.6% compared to 5.2 km posted last month. The least distance was posted in the livestock 

farming zone at 2.9 km having decreased by 17.14% compared to 3.5 km recorded last month. 

 The current return distances to grazing areas were slightly longer compared to normal for this 

period of the year. 

 

1.3 Water sources and availability  
 

1.3.1 Main sources of water. 

 The main sources of water remained the same for both livestock and human consumption in the 

county which included water pans, boreholes, shallow wells, springs, natural ponds and rivers and 

traditional river wells. These are the normal sources of water for this time of the year.  

 

1.3.2 Household access to water.  

 The current distances to water sources for households was 2.3 km having reduced insignificantly 

compared to 2.5 km posted last month as shown in the graph below. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term 07-12 2.2 2.5 2.8 2.4 2.2 2.3 2.5 2.6 2.8 2.7 2.2 1.9

Average distance 2013 2.1 2.3 2.8 2.8 2.5 2.4 2.5 2.45 2.55 2.4 2.5 2.3
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Average distance in km for households' access to water in December 
2013 vs long-term average 07-12 in Kwale County

        
Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

 The mixed farming zone recorded the farthest distance of 2.5 km compared to 2.6 km posted last 

month as the livestock farming zone posted an average return distance of 2.1 km compared to 2.3 

km recorded last month. The observed distances were slightly longer than the normal distance for 

this time of the year, although they had reduced compared to the previous month. 
 

1.3.3 Livestock access to water. 

 Livestock are currently trekking 2-3 km in the livestock farming zone as most water sources have 

been recharged owing to the rains. In the mixed farming zone, the return distances to water sources 

for livestock remain at 1-2 km which is normal for this time of the year. The distances are likely to 

remain the same in this zone.  

1.4. Emerging issues. 

1.4.1 Insecurity/Conflict/Human Displacement 

  Human-wildlife conflict cases had reduced mainly attributable to increased availability of foliage 

in the nearby game reserve owing to the recent rains received at this time of the year. However, 

they are still being reported in areas surrounding the Shimba Hills National Reserve and are 

causing crop destruction. 

1.4.2 Migration 

 No major migration has been witnessed this month. 

1.5 Implications on food security 

 The short rain season has drawn to a close thereby resulting in the reduction of distances to water 

sources and grazing areas for livestock. Other hazards such as human-wildlife conflict have also 

been kept to a minimum due to the increased availability of herbage. The rains impacted positively 

on crop and livestock production although there is a concern with regards to the late onset of the 

rains in the livestock farming livelihood zone which caused a delay in the production cycle. 

2.   Availability 

2.1. Livestock production. 
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2.1.1. Livestock body condition. 

 The livestock body condition for both large and small stock is good in both livelihood zones in the 

county which is normal for this time of the year. Livestock body condition has greatly improved 

largely due to the increased availability of pasture and browse attributable to the recent rains.  

 

2.1.2 Livestock diseases. 

 Foot and Mouth Disease in cattle and New Castle Disease outbreak in poultry has been reported in 

some parts of the county as was the case last month.  

 

2.2 Crop production. 

2.2.1. Timeliness and status of crops.  

 The main activities currently include harvesting of green maize, green grams, sorghum and 

cowpeas in both livelihood zones. The crop condition in the mixed farming zone is good. The 

situation is varied in the livestock farming livelihood zone. The areas in this zone where the onset 

was timely posted a good on-farm crop such as Ndavaya and Kasemeni divisions. However, in the 

areas in which the onset was late such as Lunga Lunga and Samburu, the on-farm crop was 

moisture-stressed with literally nil harvests expected. In addition to the poor condition of the crop, 

a large percentage of households living in these areas planted severally due to the delayed onset 

until they exhausted all their resources. As such they were not able to plant when the rains finally 

descended and therefore do not expect any harvests. 

  

2.2.2. Pests and diseases.  

 No pests or diseases that would have a significant impact on food security have been reported in 

the month. 

 

2.2.3. Crop Harvests. 

 Crop harvests recorded in the month include green maize, coconuts, oranges, tomatoes, passion 

fruits, cowpeas, green grams and cassava.  

 

2.3 Implication on food security 

 The livestock body condition has improved due to the increased availability of livestock feed 

which has also improved livestock production. A large part of the county will realize 

approximately average crop production especially in the mixed farming zone. However, the 

delayed onset of the rains in the livestock farming zone resulted in late planting and most 

households abandoned on-farm activities after several attempts of sowing seeds with no rains. The 

rains finally descended towards the end of the season which is likely to negatively affect yields. 

 

3. Access.   

3.1 Livestock marketing. 

3.1.1 Cattle prices 

 A medium-sized 3-yr old bull was selling at Kshs 23,166.65 compared to Kshs 19,500 recorded 

last month, indicative of an 18.8% price increase as shown in the graph below. Cattle prices 

registered a sizeable increase due to generally improved body condition. 
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

 Long term ave 07-12 17718 13832 13295 14181 13134 14096 12186 11946 14096 14111 17506 20039

Average cattle prices
2013

19950 18967 14167 15000 14917 16200 11675 9000 13667 16500 19500 23166
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Average household cattle prices for Kwale County in
December  2013 versus long-term average 07-12

    
Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 

 The mixed farming livelihood zone recorded the highest price at Kshs 30,000 while the livestock 

farming zone recorded Kshs 16,333.3 this month.  

 The price was 15.61% higher than the normal price although the trend was as expected for this 

time of the year.  

 

3.3 Grain Marketing. 

3.3.1 Market price of maize  

 The retail price of a kilogram of maize was Kshs 36.35 this month compared to Kshs 38 in 

November recording a decrease of 4.34% as illustrated in the graph below. The decrease was 

occasioned by the increased availability of food at household level due to the on-going harvesting 

of green maize and early maturing drought resistant crops such as cowpeas and green grams. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Maize long-term average 07-12 29 32 31 36 41 43 46 43 39 39 39 39

Average maize price 2013 45.4 45.6 47.2 43.7 46.8 42.2 44.0 40.8 35.4 37.6 38.0 36.35
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Average maize prices at household level for December  2013 versus long-term 
average 07-12 for Kwale County

  Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 Noticeable inter-livelihood zone variations in price were recorded as the highest price was 

recorded in the livestock farming zone at Kshs 38 down by 8.87% compared to Kshs 41.7 posted 

last month. Some areas in this zone continued to exhibit inflated maize prices in selected areas 

such as Mtaa and Simkumbe with a kilogram of maize retailing at Kshs 45 and Kshs 42 

respectively. The least price was recorded in the mixed farming zone at Kshs 34.7 comparable to 

Kshs 34.1 recorded last month.  
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 The current price was 6.8 % below the normal price at this time of the year. 

 

3.3.2. Market price of posho.  

 The selling price of a kilogram of posho was Kshs 48.9 compared to Kshs 47.9 posted last month. 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

Posho long-term average 07-12 41.5 40 37.5 47.5 49.5 50 50 48 42 44 44 44

Average posho price 2013 53 53 50.7 49.4 47.7 48.25 49.2 46.6 45.65 44.65 47.9 48.9
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Average posho prices at household level for December 2013 versus 
long-term average 07-12 in Kwale County

              
Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 360) 

 The lowest price was recorded in the livestock farming zone at Kshs 48 while the highest was 

recorded in the mixed farming zone at Kshs 49.8. The latter livelihood zone recorded an increase 

of 4.40% from Kshs 47.7 to Kshs 49.8 while in the former livelihood zone prices insignificantly 

decreased from Kshs. 48.1 to Kshs 48 compared to last month. Posho prices continued to increase 

in the mixed farming zone with a few areas in both livelihood zones displaying steep prices per 

kilogram e.g. Kshs 50 in both Mtaa and Dumbule. 

 The current price was above the normal price at this time of the year.  

 

3.4. Income. 

 The main source of income this month was casual labour similar to last month with the proportion 

of households relying on it at 48% having reduced from 50% compared to last month. The on-farm 

activities have begun to reduce as harvesting of the short rains season begins. 

 
 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 347) 
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 The average daily wage rate this month was Kshs 201 compared to Kshs192.5 posted last month 

having increased by 4.41%. The mixed farming zone posted the highest rate at Kshs. 213 having 

remained the same compared to last month while the livestock farming zone posted the least at 

Kshs 189 depicting 9.88% increase compared to Kshs 172 recorded last month.  

3.5. Implications on food security. 

 Food commodity prices have remained stable and livestock prices have risen this month. This has 

had a positive impact on food security. However, the average daily wage rates remain basally low 

and most households who are currently relying on stores are having quite a challenge to access 

food. The percentage of people relying on stores has however reduced due to recent harvests in the 

month. Although harvesting is not complete, the projected food crops are likely to last for 

approximately 3-4 months across the country. 

 

4. Utilization. 

4.1 Nutrition status. 

 The percentage of children at risk of malnutrition has increased to 6.8% posted this month 

compared to 5.65% recorded in November as the graph below exemplifies. The increase in the 

number of children at risk may be attributed to the increased outbreak of diseases like malaria and 

diarrhea in most parts of the county. 
 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Long term mean 06-12 6.5 6.725 6.825 7 7.1 6.95 7.375 7.3 7.25 7 6.625 6.4

 Average MUAC 2013 8.00 8.10 6.35 7.05 7.10 6.00 6.65 6.60 6.40 7.35 5.65 6.80
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Average Mid-Upper Arm Circumference for December 2013 versus 
long-term average 06-12 in Kwale County

       

Source: NDMA sample sites (sample size n = 1855) 

 

 The highest share of children at risk was posted in the livestock farming zone at 9.3% having 

increased from 9.1% last month. Specific hotspots in this zone with a particularly high proportion 

of children at risk include Mwereni (15.8%), Vigurungani (14.8%) and Chengoni (13.6%). The 

mixed farming zone posted the least proportion of children at risk at 4.3% having increased from 

2.2% posted last month.  

 The proportion of children at risk was slightly above normal for this time of the year. 

 

4.2 Health.  

 Diarrhea, chicken pox, worm infestation, malaria and upper respiratory tract infections were 

reported this month. 
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5. Current intervention measures and coping strategies 

5.1 Food aid  

 KRCS in conjunction with WFP and MOH distributed a total of 1.026MT of food aid as follows: 

0.004MT vegetable oil, 0.125 MT of super corn soya blend and 0.897 MT of plumpy supp.  

 

5.2 Non food aid 

 6750 kgs of green grams were distributed in Kwale Matuga by the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Livestock and Fisheries in December 

 

5.3 Coping strategies 

 The coping strategy index for December remained the same at 2.15%. 

 Common coping mechanisms include increased reduction in number and meal rations, skipping of 

meals, engaging in casual labour, purchasing food on credit, reliance on relief rations, the sale of 

charcoal and withdrawal of children from school to engage in casual labour to supplement 

domestic incomes.  

 The coping strategy index was normal in both the mixed and livestock farming livelihood zones at 

2.1 and 2.2 respectively. 

 

6.0 Recommendations 

 Extensive campaigns by the Agriculture department on post-harvest management to prevent 

excessive losses since good harvests are expected in the county in some areas. 

 

 

The early warning stage for December is alert with a stable trend. 

 


