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Key issues:  
 Civilian casualties and temporary displacement have been reported following armed clashes between political rivals in Kismayo in southern Somalia.   
 Humanitarian activities continue in Kismayo after a temporary halt due to the heavy fighting. 
 The fluid security situation in Kismayo continues to hamper humanitarian programming and movement of aid workers.  

Situation overview:  
 Fighting broke out in the port city Kismayo in southern 

Somalia on 7 June between the rival political groups Ras 
Kamboni and forces loyal to Iftin Hasan Baasto of the 
Ormale clan. About 31 people were killed in the clashes 
and 38 wounded, according to the World Health 
Organization. The heavy fighting abated by 10 June and 
the situation is now reported as calm by local media and 
residents.  

 Temporary displacement was reported, but residents 
indicate people moved within the town to avoid hotspots 
rather than out of Kismayo.  

Humanitarian impact:  
 The majority of humanitarian facilities and schools in 

Kismayo closed when clashes erupted, but have since 
reopened. The Kismayo Hospital remained open and 
with its limited current capacity was able to partially 
serve the people injured by the fighting. The Army 
Hospital also received patients.  

 Three nutritional feeding centres run by local NGOs are 
open, but reported scarcity of supplies. There are seven 
mother and child health centres run by local and 
international partners reportedly operating with adequate 
supplies in various parts of Kismayo.  

 Due to the fragile situation, the NGO Safety Programme 
advised humanitarian actors against movement in the 
area in late May. Nine UN staff were temporarily 
relocated from Kismayo in early May, due to insecurity 
and are yet to return.   

 Operational context:  
 The current tensions are linked to the effort to create a 

Jubaland federal state within Somalia. The Kismayo 
political crisis developed into military confrontations in 
June after weeks of verbal sparring between political 
opponents in the region following the contested election 
of the president of Jubaland state on 15 May. The 
Federal Government of Somalia has announced it is 
planning to organize a peace conference in Mogadishu.  

 Ahmed Madobe and Iftin Hasan Baasto, traditional clan 
rivals who have dominated the town during the last few 
years, are two of several* who proclaimed themselves 
president of the area. Although the issue was initially 
about political leadership between individuals, it quickly 
took on a clan dimension. Clan elders are currently 
engaged in mediation efforts to reach a solution to avoid 
the risk of a deepening of the clan conflict.  

 So far, the current unrest has been limited to Kismayo 
town and may not affect the security situation in other 
recently accessible areas in the Lower Juba region. 
However, due to the fragile situation, it is possible that 
instability could spread and destabilize other towns in the 
region. *Four to five people claim to be the legitimate president. 
 

60,000 
people in need of humanitarian 
aid in Kismayo  
(incl. emergency, crisis and stress) 

42,000 
people in emergency and crisis 
in Lower Juba 

91,000 
people in stress in Lower Juba 

386,000 
total population in Lower Juba  
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Kismayo NGOs: Afrec, ADA, ARC, Dial, Himilo, Intersom, IRDO, Juba found-
ation, Kisima, MSF, Muslim Aid, SEDHUURO, Somali Red Crescent, Urdo.
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Humanitarian activities:  
The information below is a snapshot of activities and is being updated with humanitarian partners.  
 

Cluster Kismayo activities 

 
Education 

 Muslim Aid supports one primary school in the town. The school re-opened after the fighting 7-8 June. 

 
Food security 

 The food security partners in Kismayo are implementing activities, which focus on the cluster’s three response priorities: improved access to food, livelihood investment and safety nets.  
 Overall, based on reports the cluster has received, there are no disruptions on activities geared towards improving access to food and livelihood investment. Most of these activities are being 

implemented in villages either on the periphery of or away from the area where there has been an upsurge in fighting. For activities geared towards improving access to food, the distributions are 
normally conducted monthly, and the recent outbreak in fighting did not coincide with the distribution dates.  

 A partner implementing safety net responses on a daily basis to protect vulnerable households reported that the fighting caused a three day temporary suspension of activities at two locations in 
the two villages of Alanley and Farjano. This affected 7,500 persons. The operation resumed 11 June. 

 
Health 

 The main health facility is Kismayo Hospital. WHO supports the trauma and surgical care department whereas DIAL supports MCH/outpatient services. Kismayo Hospital is partially functioning 
due to its current bad condition. Renovation and construction in the hospital is planned for July 2013 to establish a trauma centre and a maternity centre.  

 Seven mother and child health centres including outpatient departments are operational in Kismayo run by five organizations.  

 
Shelter and NFI 

 ARC was distributing NFI/shelter kits in settlements for displaced people to a targeted 4,000 households. Four distributions have been carried out reaching 1,971 families in 32 small settlement 
areas. The outbreak of violence prevented access to planned distribution sites, though it is expected to be a short delay. 

 
Nutrition 

 Nutrition sites temporarily closed due to the clashes, but have since reopened. Indications from Kismayo nutrition partners are that the fighting did not have a great impact on their projects. 
Partners report they have supplies to continue running projects at least the coming month. 

 The current nutrition partners in Kismayo are DIAL (OTP and TSFP), Muslim Aid (OTP and BSFP), Himilo (TSFP), and MSF-SC. SRCS (OTP) also has nutrition programmes. 

 
Protection 

 Kisima and SEDHUURO have ongoing population movement tracking/protection monitoring network programmes in partnership with UNHCR. 

 
WASH 

 Construction of pit latrines and shallows in Kismayo settlements for displaced by Juba foundation. About 30 pit latrines constructed and 10 shallow wells rehabilitated. Project affected by fighting, 
resumption of activities to be confirmed. 

 


