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Kismayo Urban Profile

1.Introduction

The JubalandState Ministry of Public Works,
Reconstruction and HousingMPWRH) has
prepared this Urban Profile to summarise
analyses and data collected across different
systems, sectors and key actors from the spatial
perspective in an attempt to contribute in an
effective way to develop a shared understanding
of the complexy of urban crisis in the context of
Kismayo

The document builds upon th€ismayoUrban
Profile prepared by UNabitat with the support
of local government and various stakeholders in
2017, within the framework of the Midnimo
(Unity) Project.

This is nbhowever a mere update, butitends

to constitute an example of a second phase for
data compilation and data management for
improved coordination in the area of urban
planning and managementJdubaland Statand
Somalia at large. This second phase vi@lthe
advances of local and state administration and
recognises the lead of thegovernment in
facilitating and steering local urban development
planning.

Jubaland Statén collaboration with UNHabitat

has been undertaking a series of steps towards a
balanced urban development and the
formalisation of planning processes.

MPWRH is the responsible line ministry to deal
with urban planning, formulating policies and
regulations and providing technical support to
the national and local governments on public
infrastructure and urban management.

Within the UN Joint Program on Local
Governance and Decentralized Service Delivery
for Somalia (JPLGMPWRH staff has been
trained and technically supported by {Hdbitat

as a first stepn laying the foundation for th
establishment of functional urban development
department able to cope with the tremendous
urban development challenges of the state.

This second phase provides several opportunities
for upscaling urban planning governance at

! UNHabitat, Manual for Urban Profiling in
Somalia, 2020

different levels, in line Wi UN-Habitat's strategy
for Urban Profiling in Somalia (figurel1).

First, a governmerted profiling process will help

in enlarging the number of the cities analysed,
developing a open database of comparable,
relevant and reliable information on unba
centres in Somalia. Data form an essential part of
evidencebased planning, with indicators serving
as an interface between policies and data to
show policy makers how and where they should
target their efforts. Collecting data is a first step
in a procss that should lead to integrated data
management along all stages of the integrated
urban planning processes, from assessment,
citizen engagement to monitoring.

Second, enhancing the capacities of the Ministry
of Public Worksg, mandated to oversee urban
planning procedureg with a strong link to local
administrations; in charge of developing urban
plans - is a necessary step towards
representation and ownership of collected data
and resulting city assessments, strategies and
plans, and could result improving the quality,
acceptance, and effectiveness of projects and
proposals.

Third, the process has been enhanced,
strengthened and refined, after an evaluation of
the previous profiles in dialogue with local
authorities and ministerial technical staff. On one
side, this moved towards the identification of the
key focus areas thatre globally relevant to the
urban sustainability agenda, with clear reference
to the Sustainable Development Goals in the
attempt to advance Somalia in the path towards
the agenda 2030. On the other side, thematic
areas were more deeply contextualized,
identifying key capabilities and critical
sustainability gaps. This way, profiling would
become a process of dynamic, continuous-self
analysis, enabling cities to respond to emerging
global and local trends, events, challenges, and
opportunities.

The profie has broader scope, compdr® the

previous one, and illustrated more in depth
growth patterns and settlement dynamics linking
them to the demands of the various
communities living in town (including returnees,
IDPs and host community), and contextaliz



them within the new policy framework of the
State.

It is hoped that, together with the necessary
public discussion on YA a Y| &Rutea
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Wasaaradda Hawlaha Guud iyo Guriyeynta ee
dowlad Goboleedka Jubaland , ayaa u
diyaarisay warbixinta sooyaalka magaalada si
loo soo koobo falangeynta iyo xogta laga soo
ururriyey nidaamyada kala duwan, waaxyada
iyo matalayaasha (Jilayaasha) muhiimka ah ee
ka soo jeeda aragtida guud ee isku dayada in ay
gacan kageystaan gqaab wax ku ool ah oo lagu
hormarinayo fahamka la wadaago ee
kakanaanta (adkaanshaha) dhibaatooyinka
magaalawga ee Kismayo u gaarka ah.

Warbixinatani waxay tixraacaysaa sooyaalka
xogta magaalada ee ay hore u diyaarisay UN
Habitat iyadoo lala kaashanayo dawlada hoose
iyo daneeyaasha kala duwan sanadkii 2017,
iyadoo la raacayo gaab dhismeedka mashruuca
Midnimo (Midnimo Project).

Warbixintanikaliya maaha tu hore oo wax lagu
kordhiyey ee laakiin waxay tusaale u tahay
gaabka loo galayo wajiga labaad ee xog
ururrinta iyo iskuduwida dhinacyada
gorshaynta iyo maamulka magaalooyinka ee
dawladgoboleedka Jubaland iyo guud ahaan

development, this profile will facilitate decision
making by state and district authorities and

coordination with intenational and local
stakeholders.
PHASE 3 PHASE 4
UN-Habitat team
supervision
TRAINING
IN URBAN
PROFILING
to Gov staff | =
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. urban profiling
TRAINING
MANUAL

Soomaaliya. Wajigaalbaad wuxuu tixgalinayaa
horumarka laga sameeyey maamulada
maxalliga ah wuxuuna aqoonsan yahay kaalinta
hgaamineed ee dawladda, gaar ahaan
waafagsan yahay goboleedyada wuxuuna
agoonsanyahay hogaaminta dowladda ee
dhinacyada fududeynta iyo hagida gorshaha
hurmarinta magaalooyinga maxalliga ah.

Dowled Goboleedka Jubaland oo kaashanaya
UN-Habitat waxay qaadayaan tillaabooyin
taxane ah oo ku wajahan isugeynta
magaalooyinka iyo sameynta geedi socodka
gorsheynta.

Wasaaradda Hawlaha Guud iyo Guryieynta
ayaa u x#aaran qorsheynta magaalooyinka,
sameynta siyaasadaha iyo xeerarka iyo siinta
dawladaha hoose iyo hay'adaha kale ee
xukuumiga ahba taageero farsamo ee
dhinacyada kaabayaasha bulshada iyo
maareynta magaalooyinka.

Barnaamijka wadajirka ah ee Qaramadda
Midoobay ee kusaabsan maamul baahinta iyo
adeegbixinta ee (JPLG), waxa uu tababaray
wshagaalaha Wasaaradda Hawlaha Guud iyo
Guriyeynta, tani oo gqayb ka ah talaabada



koowaad ee sal u dhigida awoodda gorshaynta
iyo horumarinta magaalooyink si loola tacaalo
cagabadha waaweyn ee ku gedaaman
horumarinta magaalooyinka dowlad
goboleedka

Wejigan labaad wuxuu bixinayaa fursado dhowr
ah oo kor loogu qaadayo maamulka gorsheynta
magaalooyinka ee heerar kala duwan, iyadoo la
racayo istiraatijiyadda UMNabitat ee qorshe u
samaynta magaalooyinka Soomaaliya (Fiiri
jaantuska laad).

Ugu horeyn, hannaanka ay dowladu
hogaamineyso waxa uu gacan ka geysanayaa
balaarinta tirada magaalooyinka la falangeeyey,
sameynta xog furan oo la isbarbardhigi karo, la
iskuna halleyn karo, taasi oo lsaabsan
xarumaha magaalooyinka ee Soomaliya. Xogtu
waxay qaabeysaa gqayb muhiim ah oo kamid ah
gorsheynta ku saleysan xagiigada, taasi 0o
tilmaamayaasha loo adeegsado qaab u
dhexeeya siyaasadaha iyo xogta si siyaasad
dejiyayaashu ay u arkaan halka ay talvzay
tamarta dul dhigaan. Ururinta xogtu waa
talaabada ugu horeysa ee geedisocod horseedi
kara maareyn xog isku dhafan oo heerwalba 00
gorshaynta magaalooyinka ah,laga soo bilaabo
giimeynta , ka geybgalka muwaadininiinta ilaa
dabagalka iyo kormeerka.

Tanlabaad, kor u gaadida awooda Wasaaradda
Hawlaha Guud iyo Guriyeynta oo loo Xilsaarey
kormeerka habraaca gorsheynta
magaalooyinka,oo xiriir adag laleh maamuladda
maxalliga ah, ayadoo mas'uulna ka ah
hormarinta qorsheyaasha magaalooyinka,
waxay tallaabo wamagsan oo lagama
maarmaan ah u tahay wakiilnimadda iyo
lahaanshaha xog uruurinta iyo giimeynta
magaalada, istiraatiyaddaha iyo qorshayaasha
horseedi kara hagaajinta tayadda , agballaada
iyo hufnaanta mashaariicda iyo soo jeedimaha.

Tan saddexaad geedisodath la adeegsaday
waa la wanaajiyey, xoojiyey lana
cusbooneysiiyey, kadib markii la giimeeyey
xogtii hore ee waddahadallada la la yeeshay
maamulada maxalliga ah iyo shaqaalaha
farsmadda ee wasaaradda. Dhinac marka laga
eego, tani waxay dhiirigalisay agoashada
meelaha ugu muhiimsan ee diiradda in la saaro
ay tahay iyada oo la adeegsanayo gqaabaka
caalamiga ah ee laxiriira ajandaha waaritaanka

magaalada, isla markaana si cad loo tixraacayo
yoolalka hormarinta ee iskudeyga ah in lagu
horumariyo Soomaaliyaoloo maro ajendaha
2030. Dhinaca kale, aaggaga mudnaanta leh
ayaa si qotodheer loo gorfeeyey iyada oo lagu
fadhiisanayo xaaladda dalka, lana tiimaamayo
meelaha awoodda ama nusqaantu ku jirto.
Qorshaynta gaabkan ahi waxay
suurtagalinaysaa nidaam isbeddejad,

firfircoon, isfahan dhallinaya, isla markaanna
magaalooyinka u ogolaanaysa inay ka
jawaabaan isbeddelada adduunka iyo kuwa
maxalliga ah ba.

Daraasadanni way ka ballaadhan tahay kuwii
hore, waxaanay si qoto dheer u dhuxaysaa
waxyaabaha lamahurraankaah fiditaanka
mustagbal ee Kismayo, isaga 0o ku xidhaya
mudnaanaha kala duwan ee bulshada
magaaladda (dadka soo noqday, kuwa
martigalinaya iyo danyarta iwm). Qorshahani
waxa uu u suurtagalinayaa mas'uuliyiinta heer
gobol iyo degmo go'aan gaadashada iyo
xXNAANARYGF RFEySSellakl
kuwa maxalliga ahba.

KI @ QF RI
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Figure2 Kismayo regional context
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2.Kismayo City
Information

2.1 Location and
Regional Context

Kismayo is the third largest city in Somalia and
the capital of both thé.ower Juba region and

the Jubaland state. The city is located on the
coast of the Indian Ocean near the mouth of the
Juba River approximately 500km southwest of
Mogadishu.

The port city is of not only regional but also
national strategic significance aiés halfway
between Mogadishu and the Kenyan border.
For a long time Kismayo has derived its
importance from this fact. In the past, it
possessed the only wqilotected roadstead
between Mogadishu and Lamu, and thus
merchandise designed for the inlarahins and
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southern Italian Somalpassed through its port
. To date, its location makes it the commercial
hub of the Jubaland region and southern
Somalia. It provides an avenue of import and
export trade.
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Figure3 Kismayo hinterland

2.2 Governance and

Administration

The current Jubaland State of Somalia is a newly
created state of the Federal Government of
Somalia (Somalia) and it consists of thevpae
regions of Gedo, Middle Juba and Lower Juba.
The state is headed by the Regional President
and is composed of the Jubaland Central
Government and Regional and District
Administrations.

The local government of Kismayo is fairly new
and consists of ®istrict Commissioner who is
appointed by the president. The commissioner
appoints their subordinates to head different
areas under the cognizance of the district
administration such as security, sanitation and
hygiene forming the local government.

2 Observatory of Conflict and Violence Prevention (OCVP),
Kismayo district Conflict and Security Assessment Report,
February 2015

Legend
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Administratively, Kismayo Town is divided into
five urban villages:

1 Farjano: North-East

M Fanoole: South

M Shagaalaha: North-west

1 Guulwade: North

1 Calanley: West
¢K$A32®SNVYSYQQé NBt S
LYUGSNRARY [/ KIFINISNI g6KAOK
supreme law of the land. The Charter provides a
framework of governance and
institutionalization of key services with

consideration for traditional systems by making a
provision (article 32) for the Council of
Traditional Elders who act as government
advisos and arbitrators of communal disputés.

Local and international negovernmental
organizations (NGOs), International
Development partners and civic groups also play
a key role in supporting the government.

3 Draft Interim Charter of the State Government of
Jubaland, March 2013
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2.3 Histo ry Shabaab and the Islamic Courts Union (ICU) took

control of the city and set there their stemgic
The Kismayo area was originally aakrfishing headquarters. Only in 2012 did the Somali
settlement. During the Middle Ages, the region ~ National Army (SNA) forces, African Union
was under the rule of the influential Ajuran Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) troops and
Sultanate. Raskamboni allies manage to liberate the city.
In the latter half of the 19th century, northern 2013 saw the recognition of the Interim Juba
{2YFEA LI aG2NrfAada asaAdmgistratiany(IJAY whicly had be@emedains i S NA 2 NJ
joining the population already presenthe 2010 as the government of Jubaland under the

subsequent tensions were only put down by the ~ national reconciliation agreement between
Sultanate of Zanzibar at the beginning of 1870. Jubaland and the Federal Government of
The town subsequently evolved into a major hub ~ Somalia.

of the livestock trade.

In the 1896 the British administration created
the Jubaland Region, which included taed
between the Juba River and the Tana River, as
part of the British East Africa.

Under the Pact of London, the city and its
territory was ceded to Italy and was officially
annexed to Italian Somalia along with its territory
in 1926.

After the independence of Somalia in 1960, the
old port facilities were modernized, boosting

export in the region. Under Siad Barre a large
meat processing plant was established in town.
This economic development attracted many
migrants seeking job opportities.

Following the breakdown of central authority
that accompanied the civil war in 1991, various
local militias fought for control of the city. The
strategic importance of the port, the fertility of

the Juba region and the great clan diversity
contributed to decades of fragility and conflict.

Peacekeepers reached Kismayo in early 1993 but
had to leave before the end of 1994. Jubaland
was briefly declared independent in 1998, and
later renamed Juba Valley Alliance (JVA) after a
new political changeni2001. In the same year,
11-member interclan council decided to ally the
JVA with the newly forming Transitional National
Government.

In 2006 the Islamic Courts Union assumed
control of much of Jubaland and other parts of
southern Somalia, but the Trsitional Federal
Government supported by troops from Ethiopia
and the African Union restablished its
authority.
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Kismayo Urban Profile

3.Urban Growth &
Demographics

3.1 People and
Demographic trends

Kismayo is théhird largest metropolitan city in
southern Somalia after Mogadislamd Baidoa
with approximately 30 sublans making it one of
the most diverse cities in Somaldigration has
continuously changed the ethnic composition of
Juba region. Significant has been the movement
of Somali clans from nortkast Somalia and
eastern Ethiopia since the mil@50s, as well as
the relocation caused by the industrial
development inthe 70s and 80s and, more
recently, resettlement forced by conflict,
drought and floods.This evolving situation
affects the regions politics and access and
distribution of resources with a key profound
competitive undercurrent between the guri
(local) vesus the gelti (outsider).

UNFPA Somalia population estimates of 2014
indicate that Lower Juba has a total population of
489,307; comprising an urban population of

172,861, a rural population of 161,512, 124,334

nomads and 30,600 IDB=e table 1}

With the demand to get this data disaggregated
to district level to enhance assessment, the
district data was interpolated using FSNAU
livelihood information embedded in the 2005

UNDP district level population data ( see table 2).

The Jubbaland State of Imier provided more
updated population figures for 2020, with an
estimated total urban population of 540,402,
Including 113,642 returnees and Internally
Displaced Persons (IDPs) and 21,712 persons
residing In perurban neighbours or villages of
Yoontoy, luglow, Goobweyn and Airport
Suburbs. However, these numbers seems
slightly high if compared with the previous ones.
Based on these figures, considering the young
population, and estimating a stable growth rate
of 2.8%, GIZ projected ttHature populationin
2040 ofclose to 1 millionf

4 UNFPA Population Estimation Survey 2014
5 Glz, Feasibility Study for Kismayo Water Supply from
Jubba River- Kismayo, 2020

Table 1 Population Estimation by Region (PESS)

Urban mpulation 172,861 35.3%
Male population 85,612 49.5%
Female population 87,249 50.5%
Households 30,520

Household size 4.7(national avg.6.4)

Rural ppulation 161,512 33%
Male population 75,022 46.4%
Female population 86,490 53.6%
Households 30,324

Household size 5.3 (national avg. 5.8)
Nomadic population 124,334 25.%%
Male population 71,998 57.9%
Female population 52,336 42.1%
Households 20,284

Household size 6.1 (national avg. 6.5)

IDP 30,600 6.3%
Male population 14,860 48.6%
Female population 15,740 51.4%
Households 24,576

Household size

Total

1.2 (national avg. 3.7)

489,307

Table 2 Population Estimatidtismayo District

2014¢ 2005

Urban population 116,440 71.5%%
89,333

Rural&Nomadic 258,433 22.30%

population
36,293

IDP 10,000 6.13%
n.a.

Total 162,733
166,667

Absolute Growth -3,934

Growth 2005-2014 -2%

Annual Average Growth -0.27

2005-2014

6 Ibid
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3.2 Urban Growth

Kismayo is characterized by a compact form with
an averagedensity of roughly 160 people/ha,
which is quite high considering the Somalia
context. This also means that there is little room
for infil and densification sttagies to
accommodate the demographic growth.

Figure5 A map of Kismayo from 1992

Until 1992, the city has developed in a quite
organized fashion. The town had a central square
which had the Treasury, Court House, Gaol,
t NEGAYOALE [/ 2YYA&aaArzys$s
where the Somali chiefs held barazas (public
meetings). The indus#i plants were located in
the north, while theharbour and the port
facilities occupied a large portion in the south. A
good basic network of primary and secondary
roads along the main artery crossing north to
west connected the system.

This structure adwed for the maintenance of
compactness. However, with the lack of any
planning system the town has recently evolved in
a much more organic structure.

In the last fifteen years, a dispersed, idensity
development has sprawled towards the inlands
especidly in the north towards Afmadow and the
west towards the airportwith the builtup area
which tripled from 2006 to date.

The resulting road network is poorly developed
with many disconnections and open loops. At
the same time, construction has dangesbu
approached the sea line, due to the lack of any
buffer zone.

The most relevant development of the city in
recent year has been the construction of the IDP

housing projects in the north of the city which
started to be built in 2017, the settlements now
known as Midnimo and Medina Villages. Not only
they amount for 7% of the total area of Kismayo,
but with the investment put into place khe
Government and ternational organisation in
terms of infrastructure and servicéisey drove
the development of the cityf the past years (see
figure 5)

NRa 2FFAOS yR | avlff
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Kismayo Urban Profile

Figure6 Kismayo usan growth in the last 15 years
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