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District Upazila Union 
Number of affected 

households 

Satkhira 

Sadar 
Dulhar 

2250 
 (more than 

10,000 acres of 
land still 

inundated) 

Brahamarajpur 1400 

Assasuni 

Sadar 
350 (more than 

100 acres of 
land inundated) 

Pratapnagar 8168 

Sreeula 6000 

Khulna 

Paikgachha Deluti 250 

Koyra 

Uttor Badkashi, 
Koyra Sadar, 

Dakshin 
Bedkashi & 
Moharajpur 

4048 

Key Priorities 

Crisis impact overview* 

 Khulna and Satkhira districts have been exposed to 

prolonged impact of climatic disaster that started 

with Cyclone Amphan in end of May leading to 

excessive waterlogging in key upazilas of the districts 

around September.  

 More than 30% of affected population in May, 

continued to suffer as late as in September 

 More than 8,000 people in the districts covered by 

alert note have been unofficially reported to have been 

displaced. 

 According to a recent report by Uttaran on 

waterlogged areas, negative coping mechanisms of 

affected have been seen to be selling of assets and 

reduction in meal portions 

 Despite increased sufferings, no financial exemptions 

such as microcredit loan repayment delays have been 

reported to be introduced 

 

Table below summarises damage information 

obtained through community consultations conducted 

by Start Fund member Uttaran  

 Livelihood Support 
Heavily inundated communities 
reliant on agriculture will have no 
income for more than a year due 
to increased salinity of lands 

 WASH and Health 
Households continuing to live near 
embankments are continuously 
inundated leaving them highly 
susceptible to decreased WASH 
facilities and increased risk of 
developing health problems  

 Food Security  
With no additional income and 
inundated lands unfit for 
agricultural growth, HHs under 
poverty will have decreased 
access to food  

Cross Cutting 

 High need for advocacy  for news 
coverage and repairing of 
infrastructure/ communication 

Response 

 Around GBP 1.4 million was 
disbursed for all districts affected 
by Amphan which covered 46% of 
Satkhira and 61% of Khulna’s 
affected communities until August 
(HCTT Report) 

 Start Fund Bangladesh disbursed 
GBP 250,000 in Satkhira, Jessore 
and Khulna  

 Utttaran: Cash distribution of BDT 
7500 among 430 HH as food 
security in  Debhata, Kaliganj 
Assasuni and Paikgaccha (Alert 
Note)  

 Oxfam to disburse GBP .15 Million 
around January (Alert Note)  

*Limitation 
A key limitation in the production of this note was data availability. 
Figures in the table above have been collected through community 
consultations conducted by member organisation Uttaran. No 
official reports have been produced by government offices in the 
upazila or unions 

Anticipated scope and scale 

Due to lack of attention, 
humanitarian actors have an 

urgent role to play in helping these 
vulnerable minority communities 

Humanitarian constraints  
 

Waterlogged areas may be difficult 
to reach due to severe damage of 

infrastructure and means if 
communication 

Disbursement Pot 
 

GBP 400,000 available 
 
 
 

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/amphan_dashboard_monitoring_10_august_2020.pdf
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Sector Needs Explained 

 
Livelihood   
With current intrusion of salinity, waterlogged 
areas will not be able to produce agriculturally 
until December 2021.  
Since all of the affected districts are majorly 
agriculture dependent, waterlogging will 
specifically be more adversely affecting the 
income of farmers and daily labor.  

Zila Name Upazila Name % of 
population 
dependent on 
Agriculture for 
employment 

Khulna Paikgachha 65.7 

Khulna Koyra 81.2 

Satkhira Assasuni 76.8 

Satkhira Satkhira sadar 51.8 

Satkhira Tala 74.8 

[Source: BBS]  
 
WASH & Health  
Availability of fresh water are usually major 
concerns during to water logging and tidal 
surges. Inadequate access to safe drinking and 
use of water can lead to water-borne diseases 
such as diarrhea, skin disease etc. The 
destruction of the water and sanitation 
infrastructure such as submerged roads and 
housings can lead to inaccessibility to sanitary 
toilets and safe water as well. 
Salt waters from tidal bores can pose a threat to 
contaminate the drinking water with salinity – 
leading to health hazards.    
 
Food Security  
The quality and quantity of the harvest are usually 
affected following tidal bores which cause 
damage to crops, seeds and agricultural land; 
often affecting and exacerbating food insecurity. 
Food stocks of affected households are also 
damaged when houses are inundated by water. 
Government food support may be insufficient in 
these cases since only selective unions have 
received food support that too at the same 
average of 10-20kg per union distributed in 
September.   
 
 
 
 

Vulnerable groups affected  

 
The most vulnerable groups include: 
People with Disabilities: Waterlogging’s effect of 
compromising movement within and outside the 
house will be more challenging for those with 
already-compromised abilities   
People affected by COVID-19: People who have 
more risks from developing severe cases of 
COVID 19 after being infected; i.e.  Those above 
50 years of age and/or having chronic illnesses.  
 
Current COVID scenario of affected districts have 
been outlined in table below: 
 

District    Number of covid 
positive cases 

Satkhira  1093 

Khulna  6500 

Source: DGHS Dashboard 

 
Women and Children: Waterlogging may affect 
the dignity and health of women in particular – 
poor access to sanitation facilities and living in 
knee-deep water may increase the risk of health 
hazardous infections especially for menstruating 
women. Women and children living in shelters 
may be subject to GBV cases.  On the other hand, 
children suffering from malnutrition and stunted 
children may experience higher vulnerability 
during waterlogging, as one of the negative 
coping mechanism of affected houses has been 
reported to be the decrease meal intakes 
(Assessment report on waterlogging and tidal 
bores by Uttaran, September 2020).  
 
Aggravating Factors  

Environmental Challenges  

 Some environmental factors that plays a 

major role in the water-logging situation in 

south-western region of Bangladesh are: 

death of Mathavanga River in the 20th 

century, withdrawing water flow to the 

Padma River through operating the Farakka 

barrage after independent of Bangladesh, 

improper management of rivers, faulty land-

use by influential people in the areas etc. 

(Research Paper) 

 Water logging in the south west coast is not 

just related to heavy rainfall and extreme 
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climatic events; it is also related to changes 

in the built-up areas themselves.  

 During the last three decades most of the 

natural drains in the districts are either filled 

up or were encroached by human 

intervention. (Research Paper) 

 Siltation of rivers is one of the major causes 

of increased water level in the coastal region. 

The prolonged flood of 2020 has brought in 

high amount of silt in the region and without 

proper management of the river-

bed/embankment discharge, it can highly 

impact the water-logging timeframe of the 

area.  

Poverty and Migration  

 Poverty is an aggravating factor increasing 
the stress of people as more than 40% of the 
population in these districts fall under 
poverty line. 

 A study on Khulna District shows that about 
12% of the migrant’s cause of migration is 
due to fear of recurrent disaster and 23% 
people migrates due to poverty. (Research 
Paper) 

 The rate of seasonal migration (67%) was 
higher than permanent migration (20%) and 
most migrants choose city area (77%) as 
their migration place. (Research Paper, 
American Journal of Environmental 
Protection)  
 

Coping Mechanism  

 Long term coping mechanism, as 
suggested by historic evidence, has been 
migration. Data showcases that people 
displaced due to hazards are likely to 
migrate in city slums. (2013, Research 
Paper, Journal of Science Foundation). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lessons learnt from learning exchange: 

 Low representation of female staff in 
projects have been found in recent past. 
This may hamper project’s ability to 
reach female participants who are often 
more comfortable in talking to staff 
from same gender  

 Effective interventions for similar crisis 
have been suggested by humanitarian 
actors as Cash for Work, WASH support 
in the form of repairing/installing clean 
water sources, MPCG that is more than 
traditional BDT 3000 per household and 
advocacy for repairing key 
infrastructures to reduce further risks 
households face with looming cyclone 
season in the near future  

 Careful monitoring of repair work is 
important especially for newly 
reconstructed/repaired embankments. 
This may entail Cash for Work Schemes 
to be restarted in Deluti, Paikgacha and 
Ashushuni union under Ashashuni 
upazila. An engineer is highly relevant to 
oversee such interventions. 

  
 
 
 
 
 


