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136 Sri lankans registered with unhcr are arrested 
in bangkok and detained including 3 pregnant 
women and 30 children
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phlu immigration detention centre in bangkok
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In August 2010, the ship ‘SunSea’ departed from Thailand and arrived in Canada 
carrying on board 492 Sri Lankan asylum seekers. A fierce political debate in 
Canada followed, focusing on the Canadian government’s ability to stop people 
smuggling.  

Police began arresting Sri Lankans in Bangkok. Those who were arrested said 
authorities knocking on doors in the early hours of the morning carried with them 
lists of names of the people that were to be charged. Newspapers reported 
that the arrests had been the result of pressure from Canada to stop the flow of 
asylum seekers leaving from Thailand via boat to Canada.  

In the following months an additional 97 Sri Lankans were arrested and detained 
within the Bangkok Immigration Detention centre.  

* The UNHCR Malaysia 
country website indicates 
that as of January 2012 the 
total number of registered 
asylum seekers and 
refugees is “some” 97,000. 
The UNHCR 2012-2013 
planning estimates record 
the numbers reflected above. 

c o v e r  s t o r y c o v e r  s t o r y

Cambodia

*No definitive data about the refugee status determination process in Malaysia 
was disclosed by UNHCR (other than a 30 day period for decision appeals).
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“
Voluntary repatriation
A recognised refugee 
may elect to return to 
their country of origin.

local integration
The host government 
allows recognised 
refugees to stay.

resettlement
A recognised refugee 
must be re-located to 
another country.

optionS for
 durable SolutionS

chronology of arrests of 
Sri lankans in bangkok
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onward movement from the country of first asylum due to protection 
concerns is common and asylum seekers and refugees in the region 
do not have adequate access to information required to make informed 
decisions about their futures.

protection of asylum seekers and refugees is a regional issue which 
requires cooperation between countries, agencies and ngos.

the right to legal representation for asylum seekers and refugees is not 
fully recognised by unhcr and governments in practice, compromising 
the integrity of the refugee status determination process.

there are increasing delays for new arrivals to obtain registration 
documents from UNHCR confirming that they are persons of concern.

countries in the region party to the refugee convention should not be 
presumed to provide protection for all asylum seekers and refugees simply 
by virtue of their accession.

detention of asylum seekers and refugees in non-signatory countries is 
a protection issue within and of itself; steps to introduce alternatives to 
detention in the region have improved lives.
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Millions around the globe continue to fight against human rights violations, discrimination and 
deprivation of their rights. Billions of dollars have been spent on military expenditures, but 

so little is spent on the weak sections of society such as refugees and asylum seekers…with 
meagre resources and ability, refugees and asylum seekers never run out of steam, we 
struggle against all odds and never lose hope in order to reclaim our fundamental rights. 

Refugees living in Cambodia on International Human Rights Day, 2011

When I was 3 years old, I was displaced. Now, my son is 3 years old, and he is displaced. His 
mother died on our journey from Sri Lanka by boat. 

I am doing this for his children, so they won’t have to be displaced.

Kasun, Sri Lanka

what do the refugeeS Say?


