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23,288 new arrivals were 

registered in Kakuma in 2017. 

16,622 (71.4%) are from South 

Sudan.  

 75,297 Somalis have been 

assisted to return to Somalia 

under the voluntary repatriation 

programme. 35,407 returned in 

2017 alone.  

 238,152 (49%) refugees reside 

in Dadaab, 185,154 (38%) in 

Kakuma and Kalobeyei 

Settlement and 65,109 (13%) 

in Nairobi. 

 
 
POPULATION OF CONCERN 

488,415 refugees and asylum-seekers as of 31 December 

2017 

 

 
 

* [Foot note] Ti vendem quassequi ad quas dus dolorrovit pa corem conet eos 

eum et alignatusdae dende el es eum simi,  

** Foot note] Ti vendem quassequi ad quas dus dolorrovit pa corem conet 

eos eum et alignatusdae dende el es eum similitirarenum. 

  FUNDING (AS OF 2 JANUARY 2018) 

USD 231.3 M 
requested for the Kenya operation 

    

  
UNHCR PRESENCE 

 

Staff: 

353 National Staff 

63 International Staff 

 

Offices: 

1 Branch Office in Nairobi 

1 Field Offices in Alinjugur  

2 Sub Office in Dadaab and 

Kakuma 

 

 
 

 

 

Funded  

 32 % 

  73.1 M 

Unfunded 68 % 

158.2 M 
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Working with Partners 
 

■ The Dadaab refugee operations are coordinated by UNHCR Sub-Office Dadaab, 

which also serves the three camps in Dadaab Sub-County. UNHCR Field Office 

Alinjugur is part of the larger Dadaab operation and covers Hagadera camp in Fafi 

Sub-County. Both UNHCR offices cooperate closely with NGOs and other 

international organizations including WFP, UNICEF and IOM. The main 

government counterparts are the Deputy County Commissioner (DCC) Office and 

Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS). 

■ NGOs and other international organizations including WFP, UNICEF and IOM. The 

main government counterparts are the Deputy County Commissioner (DCC) Office 

and Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS). 

■ UNHCR continues to work closely with the Government of Kenya, the Turkana 

County Government through the Office of the Deputy County Commissioner 

(DCC), the Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS), and partners to ensure support to 

refugees and asylum seekers. Monthly Inter-Agency meetings chaired by UNHCR 

and RAS continue to be held including meetings with refugee representatives in 

the camp and settlement. 

■ UNHCR continued to hold a joint protection desk with Kenya Refugee Affairs 

Secretariat (RAS) at the refugee processing center in Shauri Moyo, Nairobi. 

 

Main Activities 
Protection 

Protection Delivery 

■ Field activities in Dadaab resumed on 14 December 2017 after meetings were held 

with the host community following protests which barred UNHCR and partners from 

accessing the camps. 

■ Child-to-child activities were conducted to 1,428 (703 female) in in various child 

friendly spaces in Kalobeyei settlement. Community inclusivity was promoted 

during the sessions to enhance protection of the children. 

■ 76 child-to-child activities were conducted to 1,675 (733 female) across various 

child friendly spaces in Kakuma camp. 

■ A total of 913 (344 female) home visits were conducted for vulnerable children in 

Kakuma camp to monitor their progress and wellbeing. 

■ UNHCR continued to hold a joint protection desk with RAS at the RAS office in 

Shauri Moyo.  Protection Desk at Branch Office was also operational. All cases 

were attended to. Issues raised include data transfer and insecurity.  

■ The hotline received a total of 3005 calls in December. Of these, 1641 were 

answered and 438 voicemails were left. After-hour calls were 223 in total. 
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Registration 

■ A total of 37,185 persons were registered in 2017, mainly from South Sudan, 

Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi and Ethiopia. 

■ In Dadaab, a total of 2,518 individuals were verified with 1,987 individuals enrolled 

in Biometric Identification Management System (BIMS) bringing the cumulative 

total of individuals verified to 46,428 and 37,155 individuals enrolled in BIMS within 

the framework of the Voluntary Repatriation, Resettlement and the ongoing BIMS 

exercise. This represents 19.5% of the total population verified since the 

commencement of BIMS exercise on 21st August 2017. 

■ A total of 350 unregistered persons were profiled bringing the cumulative total of 

persons jointly profiled by UNHCR Registration Unit and RAS across the 4 Dadaab 

camps to 6,173 individuals (5,942 individuals are Somali nationals while 231 are 

non-Somali nationals).  

■ A total of 492 new arrival registrations and 93 new-born (birth) registrations were 

conducted in Nairobi by Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS) within the unified 

registration process. The majority of the new arrivals originated from DRC (220), 

Ethiopia (59), Somalia (88), South-Sudan (51), Burundi (26), Eritrea (22) and other 

nationalities (26); bringing the total urban population to 65,109 refugees and 

asylum seekers. 

 

Education 

■ UNHCR and partner Windle International Kenya were recognized for the 

Borderless Higher Education for Refugees (BHER) partnership with Moi University 

that saw 50 students from Dadaab graduate with a Diploma in Education, three of 

whom had distinctions. One DAFI scholar graduated from the School of Law. 

■ Three refugees (1 female) received the coveted Wings to Fly scholarship by Equity 

Bank to pursue secondary education after emerging among the best performing 

students in 2017 Kenya Certificate for Primary Education. 

■ 60 girls participated in ICT boot camp aimed at empowering girls in ICT and 

boosting their esteem and motivation in the field. The girls were trained on: Child 

Online Safety Protection, 3D Modeling, Computer Basic, Web Design, TED-Ed / 

Public Speaking and Creative Computing / Game Design. 

 

Food Security and Nutrition 

■ The General Food Distribution for the month ended on 18th December 2017 across 

all camps with a total of 233,658 individuals in 51,751 households collecting their 

food ration (representing 98% of the planned figure for the December distribution 

cycle). Data for those that collected food was transferred to WFP CTM database 

for Cash reimbursement (BAMBA Chakula). 
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■ During the reporting period, a total of 348 children aged 6 to 59 months with 

moderate acute malnutrition were admitted to supplementary feeding program out 

of which 38 cases were from Kalobeyei Settlement.  

■ Additionally, 279 children of age category 6 to 59 months with severe acute 

malnutrition were admitted to Outpatient Therapeutic Program (OTP) out of which 

21 cases were from Kalobeyei settlement. 

 

Water and Sanitation 

■ During the reporting period, on average, UNHCR supplied 32.5 litres of water per 

day per capita from 27 boreholes to the entire refugee population in the four 

Dadaab camps. 26 of these boreholes operate on Solar PV- Diesel hybrid system. 

The water supply schemes convey water to 47 tanks with a total storage capacity 

of 5,550 m3, distributed through a pipeline network of 297.5 km and relayed to 845 

tap stands with about 3,926 taps, scattered around the four camps.  

■ During the reporting period, a total of 24 communal latrines were constructed for 

newly arrived refugees in Kakuma camp. 

■ A total of 1, 351 slabs were produced during the reporting period in Kakuma camp 

and Kalobeyei settlement. 

 

Health 

■ 75 refugees in Kakuma benefited from a visit by a team of AMREF specialists who 

included a surgeon, an Ear Nose and Throat (ENT) Surgeon and a Physician who 

visited Kakuma camp and Kalobeyei settlement. 15 (10 women) individuals 

benefitted from surgery. 

■ A total of 388 live births were recorded in Kakuma camp in the month of December 

giving a crude birth rate of 2.6/1000/month. 95% of all deliveries were carried out 

in the health facility under supervision of skilled health care. 

■ A total of 93 deliveries were recorded in Kalobeyei for the month of December with 

87% of this occurring in health facility under the care of skilled birth attendant. 

 

Access to Energy 

■ As of 31 December 2017, a total of 8,481 Households had access to energy 

efficient cooking stoves. Additionally, 8,692 cook stoves have been produced since 

the beginning of 2017, out of which 8,481 have been distributed to new arrivals 

settled in both Kalobeyei and Kakuma,  as well as to older caseloads in Kakuma 

and to the Host Community. 

■ As of 31 December, 25,410 Solar Lanterns were distributed under the IKEA 

Foundation Brighter Lives for Refugees project to the refugees and host 

community members in Kakuma and Kalobeyei.  
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Community Empowerment and Self-Reliance 

■ UNHCR donated 300 solar radios to Save the Children Dadaab to facilitate 

community empowerment through information and sensitization sessions on 

children rights and protection from abuse. Feedback from the community shows 

that radio is one of the preferred means of information sharing. 

■ Through additional funding received from Division of Programme Support and 

Management (DPSM), 34 refugee entrepreneurs and six groups (approx. 56 

individuals) have been supported with business grants of up-to USD 1,000 per 

business in order to promote business growth. 

■ 118 refugees supported, through UNHCR, Danida and BPRM funding graduated 

in vocational and technical skills training. The refugees completed apprenticeship, 

language and numeracy literacy, certificate and diploma level courses. 

■ Toyota Kenya Academy (TKA) will absorb and sponsor two refugees for the 

scheduled Tractor Operator and Mobile Crane Operator trainings. The trainings 

will be facilitated in January 2018. 

 

 

Durable Solutions 

Voluntary Repatriation 

■ As at the end of 2017, the cumulative total number of persons repatriated from 

Kenya to Somalia stood at 75,297. 35,407 returnees were supported in 2017 alone. 

33,398 individuals from Dadaab had been assisted in the framework of their 

voluntary return to Somalia since the launch of voluntary repatriation on 08 

December 2014.  

 

Resettlement  

■ 3,921 refugees departed for resettlement in 2017.   
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External / Donors Relations 
Special thanks to the major donors of unrestricted and regional funds in 2017 

United States of America (266 M) | Sweden (76 M) | Priv Donors Spain (60 M) | Netherlands 

(52 M) | United Kingdom (45 M) | Norway (41 M) | Priv Donors Republic of Korea (29 M) | 

Japan (25 M) | Denmark (23 M) | Australia (19 M) | Priv Donors Italy (19 M) | Priv Donors 

USA (18 M) | Priv Donors Japan (17 M) | Canada (16 M) | Switzerland (15 M) | France (14 

M) | Priv Donors of Sweden (15 M) | Germany (12 M) | Italy (10 M) | 

 

Thanks to other donors of unrestricted and regional funds  

Algeria | Armenia | Austria | Azerbaijan | Belgium | Bosnia and Herzegovina | Chile | China| 

Costa Rica | Estonia | Finland | Holy See | Iceland | Indonesia | Ireland | Kuwait | Lithuania 

| Luxembourg | Malta | Mexico | Monaco | Morocco | New Zealand | Philippines | Portugal | 

Qatar | Republic of Korea | Russian Federation | Saudi Arabia | Serbia | Singapore | 

Slovakia | Spain | Sri Lanka | Thailand | Turkey | United Arab Emirates | Uruguay | Zambia 

| Private Donors | 

 

CONTACTS 

Yvonne Ndege, Senior Communications Officer/Spokesperson, Kenya  

ndege@unhcr.org, Tel:  +254 (0) 20 423 2122, Cell +254 797 735 977 

 

Rose Ogola, Associate Public Information and Communications Officer, 

Ogolar@unhcr.org, Tel: +254 (0) 20 423 2125, Cell +254 742 974 807 

 

LINKS 
UNHCR Kenya Website - http://www.unhcr.org/ke/  

Web portal on Somali Displacement - http://data.unhcr.org/horn-of-africa/regional.php  

Web portal on South Sudan Displacement - http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php   

Facebook – UNHCR Kenya Twitter - @UNHCR_Kenya Instagram - @unhcrkenya 

Recent PI story -   http://www.unhcr.org/ke/13026-refugees-receive-coveted-equity-bank-

educational-scholarship.html  
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