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 Eastern Africa       • Kenya Flood Update  

 
 
This report was issued by OCHA Eastern Africa, with inputs from Government line ministries, regional 
partners, including the Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS) and sector leads. It covers the period from 
mid-March to April 2013, the onset of the Long Rains Season in Kenya . This being an ad hoc report, 
the date of the next report will depend on the  developments in the country. 

 

 

 
Significantly heavy rainfall has affected large 
parts of Kenya since the second week of 
March 2013. The rains are consistent with the 
weather forecast issued in February 2013 by 
the Kenya Meteorological Department (KMT) 
for March-April-May (MAM) 2013 “Long 
Rains” Season. The MAM forecast specifically 
indicated that counties in the Western, 
Nyanza, Central, Nairobi, parts of Eastern 
region, the Coastal strip, South and Northern 
Rift Valley, were likely to receive near normal 
rainfall with a tendency towards above normal 
(enhanced rainfall). Other parts of the country 
were likely to experience near normal with a 
tendency towards below normal (depressed 
rainfall). KMT however warned that the rainfall 
distribution is likely to be poor in space and 
time, especially in Arid and Semi-Arid Lands (ASAL), with more rains falling at the beginning of the season.  
 
In line with the KMT predictions, the Government regularly sounded alerts through the media and issued 
press statements on the possible impacts of the MAM rains, advising residents to take necessary precautions. 
The last early warning alert was issued on 22 March 2013.  The Government, through the Ministry of State for 
Special Programmes (MoSSP) and in consultation with other stakeholders developed a multi-hazard 
Contingency Plan for floods and natural disasters, which is currently being implemented by the various 
sectors for the flood response.  
 
The March to May rains constitute the main rainy season for the pastoral and agropastoral parts of the 
eastern Horn of Africa, contributing 50 to 80 percent of the annual total rainfall.  
 
 

 
I.   HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 

 Cumulatively, an estimated 82,100 people have been affected and 54 deaths recorded since the onset 
of the rains in March, according to the Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS). Of these, some 63,000 
people remain internally displaced.  

 On a positive note, the rains have recharged water surfaces and caused regeneration of pasture, 
especially in the Arid and Semi-Arid areas (ASALs).  

 The Government of Kenya and partners working on disaster are implementing the Contingency Plan 
developed in advance of the disaster and are thus far able to meet the needs.  

 Meteorological predictions indicate a continuation of heavy rain until mid-May when the situation is 
expected to transition into depressed rainfall. 
 

II. Situation Overview  

Villages marooned in Kilifi, Tana River District (KRCS) 
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III. Humanitarian Impact 
 
The heavy downpour has had mixed results countrywide. On a positive note, water sources, especially in the 
ASAL areas have been recharged, pasture and browse have regenerated and farmers have taken advantage 
of the rains to plant. The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) reports that most pans are over 50 per 
cent regenerated and are expected to impound more water as the rain season progresses.  
 
However, the intense rains have also caused localised flooding across the country and inundation of both 
seasonal and permanent rivers, resulting in damage to infrastructure and destruction of property worth 
thousands of shillings. Sewerage and drainage systems have been disrupted nationally, thus raising the risks 
of contamination of water sources and outbreak of water-borne diseases.  
 
Latest updates by the 
Kenya Red Cross 
Society (KRCS) indicate 
that 53 people have 
died and cumulatively 
some 82,100 people 
have been affected by 
the rains since March. 
An estimated 12,536 
households 
(approximately 62,680 
people) remain 
internally displaced. 
Kenya Initial Rapid 
Assessments (KIRA) 
have been 
recommended for the 
affected areas to 
establish the exact 
impact and figures of 
the affected. 
 
Lack of effective logistic 
equipment has resulted 
in delayed evacuation of 
persons marooned by 
the floods. 
The Government has 
ordered the military to 
participate in the 
evacuation process in 
the flooded Tana Delta 
district. The 
Government has in 
addition provided five 
high speed boats to 
Tana River, Kisumu, 
Turkana and Budalang’i 
for the evacuation of 
people affected by the 
floods. On 16 April, a KRCS chartered helicopter evacuated some 209 people among the resident marooned 
in Kolobani village, Kilifi County, after River Tana burst its banks. According to KRCS, some 1,624 
households in Tana Delta have been moved to 15 IDP camps in the area. 
 
School children in affected counties have been kept out of school as their schools and reading materials were 
either destroyed or submerged by the floods. Some schools have been converted to evacuation centres thus 
interfering with normal learning and in some cases shortening the school terms.  
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The destruction of infrastructure such as bridges and roads has been widespread thereby slowing down relief 
efforts to the affected areas. At least 20 bridges have been destroyed and road transport seriously disrupted 
in most parts of the country. About 60 trucks carrying WFP food to Dadaab, Elwak, Mandera and WFP 
Somalia are stranded at Bura-Tana junction since 2 April, with no possibility of movement as repairs on 
damaged section of the Hola-Garissa road are yet to commence.  
 

WFP food distribution in affected areas of Tana has 
been delayed due to inaccessibility. It is feared that 
this may result in scarcity of commodities and high 
transport and retail costs. Localised food security is 
likely to become an issue as farms have been 
submerged leading to loss of crops and livestock. 
Roughly some 3,000 acreage of land in Kisumu has 
been affected by floods.  
 
The Meteorological department warns of more risks of 
mudslides and landslides in parts of Murang'a, 
Nyando, Elgeyo Markwet and areas around 
Aberdares still experiencing heavy rainfall. On 18 
April, two children were buried alive after a landslide 
in Narok North.  
 

 
Summary: Flood Impact as at 19 April 2013 

Region Area Dead Injured Displaced Households Missing Persons 
Affected 

Central Kiambu, Thika, Riara 2 2 96 (480 people) - 576 

Coast Mulanjo, Voi, Bura, Tana 5 - 3,565 (17,825 people)  21,751 

Lower 
Eastern/Nairobi 

Kajiado, Narok, Majengo, 
Nairobi 

12 11 847(4,235 people) - 3,861 

North Eastern Balambala, Wajir West, 
Dadaab refugee camp 

- - 2,062 (10,320 people) 2 26,558 

Rift Valley Kalokol, Turkana West, 
South Solai 

25 - 918 (4,590 people) - 5,496 

Upper Eastern Marsabit, Isiolo 7 5 1,605 (8.025 people) - 10,042 

West Kenya Kamisi, Vihiga, yatike, 
Kisumu West, Nyando 

3 1 3,443 (17,215 people) - 13,815 

TOTALS 54 19 12,536 
(Approx. 62,680 people) 

2 82,099 

Source: Kenya Red Cross Society 

 
IV. Response and Gaps 
 

 Government Sectoral Interventions 

The Government has pledged KES 1.6 billion (USD 19,047,619) for flood response and recovery. In 

collaboration with the Kenya Red Cross and various organizations dealing with disasters, MoSSP is 

spearheading the flood response activities countrywide. Together with partners they are distributing food and 

non-food items initially pre-positioned in flood prone areas of Narok, Garissa, Marsabit, Tana River, Migori, 

Elgeyo Marakwet, Kisumu and Homa Bay. The Government is maintaining a Strategic Grain Reserve to 

stabilize maize prices in the market and has indicated that there are stocks of food and non-food items for 

response during this emergency. Mobile water tanks have been deployed to supply clean water to the 

displaced people.  

 
KRCS aerial evacuation in Kilifi district 
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An estimated 1,400 tons of assorted relief seeds and 50,000 tons of subsidized fertilizer have been distributed 

to farmers countrywide to facilitate planting during this rainy season. The Ministry of Livestock conducted 

vaccination against Rift Valley Fever in the 

Counties of Rift Valley, Coast, Eastern and 

North Eastern and has indicated that there are 

400,000 vaccines for prevention of Peste des 

Petits ruminants (PPR), an acute viral disease 

affecting small ruminants. Livestock owners in 

affected areas have been advised to move their 

flock to higher grounds. 

 

The Government has prepositioned emergency 

kits in eight sites across the country. Water 

safety surveillance equipment and chemicals 

have been distributed to all the 47 Counties. 

Vector control commodities have been pre-

positioned throughout the country. 

Supplementary feeds have also been pre-

positioned at regional levels. The Ministry has delivered 8,000 iron sheets to Keiyo South.  

The Government estimates the current damage to roads and infrastructure at KES 350 million (USD 

4,166,666).  According to the MoSSP statement, the Ministry of Roads has released KES. 500 million (USD 

5,952,380) to the Kenya National Highways Authority for interventions on some of the destroyed roads. Civil 

engineers have been deployed to the damaged sections of the Nakuru-Nairobi Highway to undertake an 

assessment and facilitate flow of traffic. 

Staff and volunteers from the KRCS are registering and providing life-saving services to the affected families 
countrywide. In Tana Delta, KRCS has set up 15 IDP sites in addition to the relocation at the Garissa Farmers 
Training Centre. A number of families have separately sought refuge with their relatives in Madogo Village of 
Tana County. The KRCS Regional Coordinator has indicated that the team has enough pre-positioned 
supplies in their warehouse for the moment and thus has far has been able to respond to the identified needs. 
Teams from the Ministry, Crisis Response Center and NDOC continue to monitor the situation even as 

assessment are planned to establish the impact of the floods countrywide. 

 Interventions by other humanitarian agencies 

In addition to the first line response by the Government and the Kenya Red Cross Society (KRCS), 

development and humanitarian partners are providing various interventions for the flood response 

countrywide. 

An inter-agency team from Nairobi is conducting a KIRA assessment organised by OCHA from the 17-21 
April, in Tana River County. Participants in the mission include UNICEF, IOM, UNWOMEN and UNDP. KIRA 
assessments have been conducted for Nyanza/Western region. Follow up sectoral assessments have been 
recommended to establish the actual impact in the various sectors.  
 
MSF-Spain, in collaboration with Samaritan and KRCS are also coordinating response in Bura district where 
some 2000 households are reportedly affected. Some 1000 NFI kits have been distributed to the affected 
people. MSF-S has several dispensaries and a health centre in Bura and is making assessments in isolated 
villages by boat with plans to have mobile clinics for areas that are inaccessible. There is however serious 
shortage of health personnel in the area.  
 
In Kisumu KRCS is currently still able to respond and has indicated that they have pre-positioned supplies for 
7,000 HHs for the Western region. On 12 April, KRCS distributed 200 family kits from UNICEF given in January, to 
displaced families in Nyakach, Nyando and Rachuonyo North District.  
 
In Turkana South, 1200 HH are reportedly affected in Katilu area. Heavy rains in Turkana West resulted in 
serious floods in Loyima area, affecting some 25 HH according to the KRCS. UNICEF has supplied 12,480 

Deputy President helps load relief food onto a military plane in 
Nairobi (Standard) 
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Pur sachets for water treatment, 200 x10 liter water 
buckets, 32,000 aqua tabs, 50 bars of soap and 200 
ORS sachets to be distributed through the DPHN for 
Turkana.  
Hygiene training was also conducted in the area. In 
Pokot, River Lomut burst its banks and destroyed 
pipes supplying water to Pokot from the KRCS 
WATSAN project. A landslide in the same area 
affected one household of four.  
 
UNFPA donated Reproductive Health kits worth KES 
20 million (USD 230,095) to KRCS to assist 
vulnerable mothers and young girls in Dadaab 
Refugee Camp, as well as in other emergency 
situations arising from the current floods situation in 
the country. 

 

v. Coordination of the response 

 
Sectoral assessments are ongoing in all the affected areas to establish the extent of the damage caused by 
the floods. The response thus far demonstrates adequate national capacity. The Government and KRCS 
have consistently confirmed the availability of adequate pre-positioned supplies for the response in most 
counties. KIRA assessments conducted indicate the need for strengthening the inter-sector coordination and 
involvement of more government key line ministries in the assessment and monitoring of the emergency.  
 
In line with the decision to phase-out international humanitarian assistance to Kenya by end-2013, 
international responders are providing secondary support to the Government.  
 
 

For further information, please contact OCHA Eastern Africa: 

  

Gabriella Waaijman, Deputy Head of Office,  waaijman@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732600012 

Matthew Conway, Public Information Officer,  conwaym@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732500010 

Truphosa Anjichi-Kodumbe, Humanitarian Reporting Officer, anjichi@un.org, Tel. (+254) 732500018 

 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org| www.reliefweb.int 

 

 

 

UNFPA donates reproductive health kits to KRCS  
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