
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

11,925 mt of food assistance distributed 

US$5.8 m cash based transfers made 

US$19.6 m six months (April- September 2018) net 

funding requirements. 
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Credit: WFP/Martin Karimi 

Caption: A woman standing proudly next to her healthy banana 

tree in Pumwani Ward, Kilifi County.   
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In Numbers 

51% 49% 

Operational Context 

 
Kenya has diverse natural resources and a highly varied 

terrain. Agriculture remains the main economic driver but is 

highly dependent on seasonal rainfall and 80 percent of Kenya 

is either arid or semi-arid. Value chains tend to be long, 

inefficient and unresponsive to farmers' needs. 

In 2014, the World Bank reclassified Kenya's economy as lower-

middle income. However, poverty, food insecurity, under-

nutrition and income inequality remain high; 46 percent of 

Kenyans live below the national poverty line. The most severe 

conditions exist in the arid north, which is underdeveloped, 

drought-prone and often disrupted by local conflicts. There is 

high undernourishment with global acute malnutrition among 

children aged 6 - 59 months often exceeding the “critical” 

threshold of 15 percent. Stunting is above 25 percent in some 

counties. Net enrolment in primary education in arid counties 

is still below 50 percent. Kenya hosts thousands of refugees in 

camps located in Garissa and Turkana counties. 

WFP has been present in Kenya since 1980. 

 

 

2016 Human Development Index: 146 

out of 188 

Chronic malnutrition: 26% of children 

between 6-59 months 

Population: 50.5 million  

Income Level: Lower middle 

March 2018 

2.16 m people assisted 

in March 2018 

 

 

 

Operational Updates 

 

Following the resignation of Ethiopia’s Prime Minister in 

February 2018, Ethiopia experienced security incidents 

along the border town of Moyale, resulting in 

displacement of people (mostly women and children) from 

Oromia region of Ethiopia to Moyale, Marsabit County.   

WFP deployed staff and prepositioned food in Moyale for 

distributions planned to start on 1 April 2018. Other 

stakeholders including both national and the county 

government provided food, security, water, sanitation, 

health and non-food items in the initial days of the 

emergency; all of which had implications to food security 

and nutrition. The appointment of a new Prime Minister 

from the Oromia community has abated the crisis.  

 

WFP host community contracted traders distributed 

SuperCereal ― a fortified blended flour― to all refugees 

residing in the Kalobeyei settlement. This is a shift from 

working with non-governmental organisations as 

cooperating partners to contracted traders from the host 

community, a move that is aimed at contributing to 

livelihood opportunities for the host community, 

enhancing refugee-host community relationships and 

enhancing their capacity.  

 

The Government of Kenya together with partners held the 

second Social Protection Conference between 20 and 23 

March 2018 at the Kenya School of Monetary Studies, with 

the theme “Scaling up Investment in Social Protection: A 

Contribution to the Delivery of Kenya’s Vision 2030 and the 

Achievement of the SDGs.” WFP played a key role in 

organizing, financially supporting and launching of 3 social 

protection research reports as well as supporting the 

preparation of the call for action. The call for action was 

presented by the Principal Secretary for the State 

Department for Social Protection, which aims to adopt an 

integrated approach in social protection programming to 

spur effective complementarity support to the government 

in financing for the sector. 

 

 
Contact info: Paul Turnbull (WFP.Kenya@wfp.org) 
Country Director: Annalisa Conte  
Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/Kenya  
 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/Kenya
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255 m 

(68%) 

255 m 

(68%) 

  

 
Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Confirmed 

Contributions 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in US$)* 

Country Programme Kenya  

CP 200680 
(July 2014 – Jun 2018) 129 m 

92.7 m 
(72%) 

Nil 

Bridging Relief and Resilience in the Arid and Semi-Arid Lands  

 

PRRO 200736 

(May 2015 – Apr 2018) 295 m 
227.7 m 

(74%) 
1.9 m 

Food assistance for refugees 

 

PRRO 200737 

(Apr 2015–Mar 2018) 376.7 m 
255 m 

(68%) 
17.7 m 

*April – September 2018 

On 15 March 2018, WFP organized the International 

Women’s Day celebration to empower female leaders and 

influencers at local and county levels through knowledge 

sharing, networking and visibility efforts; and ultimately 

increase their effectiveness through collaboration across 

levels and sectors. The theme of the day was “Time is Now: 

Rural and urban activists transforming women’s lives”.  Forty-

seven participants constituting of 38 (81 percent) women 

leaders from Baringo, Marsabit, Samburu and Wajir 

attended. They included county government’s’ leaders 

from Baringo, Marsabit, Samburu and Wajir; 

representatives of women’s associations, civil societies, 

development partners, academic institutions and the 

private sector. 

 

WFP and USAID held joint learning events in Isiolo and 

Marsabit counties. The mission visited different projects 

and discussed actions that could increase resilience to 

droughts, and potential for new market linkages for 

pastoralists.  In addition, WFP and USAID jointly 

monitored activities in Kilifi County, where WFP is 

supporting twenty youth groups engaged in agribusiness 

along the horticulture and poultry value chains; a 

component of food assistance for assets programme. It 

was found that the implementation model is innovative, 

linking the youth groups to a micro-finance institution to 

access cheap credit. 

WFP, Ministry of Health, Kenya Medical Supplies Authority 

and UNICEF trained 104 health workers/ community 

health volunteers in Baringo, on Integrated Management 

of Acute Malnutrition (IMAM). The main areas of focus 

were: registration of beneficiaries, record keeping, 

reporting, stock management, information systems, and 

integration of IMAM activities with other health 

programmes. 

WFP and the National Drought Management Authority 

(NDMA) conducted a practical training for the Samburu 

County technical officers on community resilience and 

sustainable rangeland management. The training was 

aimed at fostering the use of best practices and 

techniques in soil and water conservation, rain water 

harvesting and livelihood diversification for community 

resilience. 

 

 

An intercountry partnership between Baringo, Isiolo, 

Laikipia and Samburu counties (known as the AMAYA 

Triangle Initiative), held a meeting aimed at addressing 

issues related to: inter-county livestock development; 

tourism, wildlife and trade development; 

infrastructures; water, environment and natural 

resource management; and education. Inter-

community conflict is a cause, and a result of food 

insecurity. Insecurity often affects WFP operations by 

limiting coverage, and/or exacerbating food insecurity 

and undernutrition.  

Monitoring 

The country office monitored its ongoing activities 

both inside the refugee camps and elsewhere in Kenya 

– school meals, treatment and prevention of acute 

malnutrition, general distributions for refugees and 

food assistance for assets. The monitoring was 

through face-to-face interviews, and mobile 

vulnerability assessment mapping (mVAM), which uses 

mobile phones to collect data. 

WFP and the Ministry of Education conducted joint 

monitoring of the WFP-supported school meals 

programme in Turkana, and the national led 

programme in Baringo, Marsabit and West Pokot 

counties. The monitoring missions found that the 

programme is running effectively and children were 

receiving meals in the visited counties.  

 

WFP’s complaints and feedback mechanism through 

the toll-free hotline, received 4,063 calls (70 percent 

female) mainly dealing with information and or queries 

across the programmes. 

Challenges 

Due to funding constraints, WFP has not been 

providing full entitlements to refugees since October 

2017, because of insufficient quantities of cereals for 

general distributions. From April 2018 onwards, WFP 

will run out of specialised nutritious foods given to 

refugee families through the general distributions, and 

in the prevention of acute malnutrition amongst 

children and women. 
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Credit: WFP/Martin Karimi 

Caption: Amos Mkare and Dominic Mzungu of Mwelekeo Mpya Youth Group 

(Jilore Ward, Kilifi County) watering the furrows of their group farm ― currently 

growing watermelon. 

 

 

 
 
Credit: WFP/Martin Karimi 

Caption: Mwelekeo Mpya Youth Group’s (Jilore Ward, Kilifi County) healthy 

growing watermelon crops – currently growing watermelon on three acres and 

tomatoes on 2 acres.   

 

 

 

Top 5 Donors 

 

CP (Country Capacity Strengthening) 200680: USA, 

Canada, Sweden, Private Donors, Germany 

PRRO (Bridging Relief and Resilience in the Arid and 

Semi-Arid Land) 200736: USA, Sweden, Canada, 

Multilateral, UK 

PRRO 200737 (Food Assistance for Refugees): USA, UK, 

Germany, European Commission, Multilateral 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Light at the end of the tunnel - Agribusiness  

 

Farming as a business ― Agribusiness ― is a livelihood 

option that can be a stepping stone to other interests. 

This is the case of 22-year-old Amos Mkare, of Mwelekeo 

Mpya Youth Group in Kilifi County which is being 

supported by WFP to expand their business under the 

Kilifi Youth Economic Empowerment Project (KYEEP).  

Mwelekeo Mpya, Kiswahili for new direction, is indeed 

giving youth in Kilifi’s Nyamala village a new direction. 

“My dream is to go to college. I’d like to study 

accounting,” says Amos. “If I get one good harvest, the 

proceeds will be enough to pay for my college fees.” 

Under KYEEP, groups supported through the project 

can access cheap credit and technical support specific 

to their agribusinesses. Mwelekeo Mpya has received 

farm inputs worth USD 7,000 (KES 700,000) on credit. 

The group in turn will pay back Vision Fund (a Micro-

Finance Institution, the private sector partner in the 

project) once they start selling the harvest from the 

season. In this case, the grace period is three months, 

which is the time it takes for the plant to mature ― 

from sow to harvest.  

“We are practicing ‘off-season cropping’ – meaning 

planting watermelon during the dry season because we 

have access to water,” explains Amos. “This way, we are 

sure that when we harvest, the market will not be 

saturated – and we will get a good price for the fruit.”  

When the market is saturated, watermelon goes for as 

low as USD 0.15 (KES 15) a kilo; but this group is aiming 

at between USD 0.60 (KES 60) and USD 0.70 (KES 70) a 

kilo with the off-season crop. 

This is how Amos plans on achieving his goal toward 

higher education. Vijana, Tujijenge na Agribiz! ― Kiswahili 

slang for “Youth, let’s enrich ourselves with 

agribusiness!” (Slogan for the Kenya Youth Agribusiness 

Strategy 2017 – 2021)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


