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KAABONG DROUGHT   BULLETIN 
BULLETIN 

        AGRICULTURAL 

      
           EWPC:   Alert 
          TREND:  Stable 
 

SECTORS 

LIVESTOCK Alert 

CROPS Alert 

WATER Normal 

LIVELIHOODS Normal 
 

      AGRO-PASTORAL 

 
           EWPC:   Alert 
          TREND:  Stable 
 

SECTORS 

LIVESTOCK Alert 

CROPS Alert 

WATER Normal 

LIVELIHOODS Normal 
 

                 PASTORAL 

 
          EWPC:   Alert 
          TREND:  Stable 
 

SECTORS 

LIVESTOCK Alert 

CROPS Alert 

WATER Normal 

LIVELIHOODS Normal 

 

SITUATIONAL OVERVIEW 
 

The district is  in ALERT because of livestock and crop  sectors that demand for close monitoring and action respectively. The prominent disease of livestock were majorly 
trypanosomiasis, tickborne diseases (ECF, Anaplasmosis, Babesiosis, heartwater). The general crop yield was poor. The water and livelihood sectors improved during the month, the 
terms of trade relatively remained good due to improvement in the prices of mature bull and woods couple with slight decrease in sorghum price though it is still in alert stage. The 
information from the rainfall outlook reveals chances of light rains over the district up to mid-January 2013. 
 

LIVESTOCK SECTOR RECOMMENDATIONS 
 The district should be supported by other stakeholder/development partners in providing drugs and vaccines for treatment and vaccination of animals especially for 

Trypanosomiasis, Rabbis and Tick born diseases. 
 Farmers/community should be sensitized that the veterinary department is already privatized. So they should not fully rely on government for support but rather struggle to 

provide much care for their livestock by themselves. 
 Farmers/ community should regularly spray and treat their animals/livestock especially in a monthly basis. 

 
CROP AND WATER SECTORS RECOMMENDATIONS 

See p2 
                                                                                                                                                          
 

This drought bulletin report is representative of the sub-counties of Karenga, Lobalanget, Lolelia, Kalapata, Kaabong East & West, Sidok, Kapedo and Loyoro. 
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ANALYSIS OF SECTORS PER LIVELIHOOD ZONE 
 AGRICULTURAL  AGRO-PASTORAL PASTORAL COMMENTS / RECOMMENDATIONS 

LIVESTOCK 

 
ALERT 

 
ALERT 

 
ALERT 

The sector is in Alert because of Trypanosomiasis and Tick born disease that demands for close 
attention in terms of providing control and treatment. This has also partly contributed to the 
relative decrease in percentage of livestock in good condition. 
 Recommendation:  
 Farmers/ community should regularly spray and treat their animals/livestock especially in a 

monthly basis. 
 The district should be supported by other stakeholder/development partners in providing 

drugs and vaccines for treatment and vaccination of animals. 
 Farmers/community should be sensitized that the veterinary department is already privatized 

and not entirely relying on government 

Body condition Normal 
Livestock Migration  Normal  
Disease incidence  Alarm 
Access to pasture  Normal 

Body condition Normal 
Livestock Migration Normal 
Disease incidence Alarm 
Access to pasture  Normal 
 

Body condition Normal 
Livestock Migration  Normal 
Disease incidence Alarm 
Access to pasture  Normal 

CROPS 

ALERT ALERT ALERT 

Crop sector remains in Alert due to the general poor yield of crops noted during the year. 
However, other indicators could not be assessed at this particular season of the year and that’s why 
they are not applicable at this reporting period. However, farmers have started clearing their land 
for next season plantation though the acreages could not be ascertained. These were noted in the 
sub-counties of Karenga, Lolelia, Kawalakol, Kapedo and East of Kalapata  
Recommendations:  
 Farmers are advised to prepare for the next season by early clearing their fields, acquiring 

quality seeds, farm tools and start training their oxen. 
 Vegetables should be put in the nursery beds as they wait for the next season rain to start 

plantation. 
 Farmers/community is advised to use their little stock sparingly. 

Sorghum planted N/A 
Germination  N/A 
Plant Color N/A 
Pests / diseases Normal 
Bulrush planted  N/A 
Sorghum Yield  N/A 

Sorghum planted N/A 
Germination N/A 
Plant Color N/A 
Pests / diseases Normal 
Bulrush planted  N/A 
Sorghum Yield N/A 

Sorghum planted  N/A 
Germination  N/A 
Plant Color N/A 
Pests / diseases Normal 
Bulrush planted  N/A 
Sorghum Yield  N/A 

WATER 

 
NORMAL 

 
NORMAL 

 
NORMAL 

This section also remains Normal due to improvement in the functionality of boreholes. The 
volume of water used by the households relatively remained stable and time spent to fetch 
borehole water was also normal despite slight increase. However, the rainfall received still 
remained below normal although it was more than that of last year. Recommendations:   
 Sensitization of water user committee/community should be continuous on the operation, 

maintenance and ownership 
 The district is advised to have boreholes spare parts in their stores/re-stock to help in the 

routine maintenance and repair. Here development partners are requested to support the 
district in acquiring these spare parts. 

Daily portions Normal 
Borehole usage Normal 
Time to fetch Normal 
Rainfall Normal 

Daily amount fetched  
Normal 
Borehole usage Normal 
Time to fetch Normal 
Rainfall Alert 

Daily portions Normal 
Borehole usage Normal 
Time to fetch Normal 
Rainfall Alert 

LIVELIHOOD 

 Normal   Normal   Normal 

The livelihood sector was Normal despite sorghum price still in alert. The rest of other indicators 
assessed under this sector were normal. However, malnutrition information was still could not be 
ascertained at this particular time of reporting during the month. 
Recommendations:  
Need to strengthen the nutrition surveillance system so as to get more accurate and reliable 
information 
Malnourished children should be referred to appropriate nutrition programs as specified in the 
Integrated Management of Acute Malnutrition (IMAM) guidelines. 
Regular supportive supervision and monitoring of the various nutrition programs in the district 
which include Inpatient/Outpatient Therapeutic Care (ITC/OTC), Community Based 
Supplementary Feeding Programs (CBSFP), Maternal Health Clinics and School Feeding Programs. 
Families should be counseled/advised on appropriate Infant and Young Child Care Practices i.e. 
exclusive breast feeding for the first six months; timely introduction of safe and nutritious 
complementary foods with continued breastfeeding for up to 2 years and beyond. 

 
 

GAM  N/A 
Price of firewood Normal  
Price of charcoal  Normal 
Price of labor  Normal 
Price of bull  Normal 
Price of sorghum  Alert 
Animal Market Normal 
Free movement Normal 

GAM N/A 
Price of firewood Normal 
Price of charcoal Normal  
Price of labor Normal 
Price of bull Normal  
Price of sorghum Alert 
Animal Market Normal 
Free movement Normal 

GAM N/A 
Price of firewood Normal 
Price of charcoal  Normal 
Price of labor  Normal 
Price of bull  Normal 
Price of sorghum  Alert 
Animal Market Normal 
Free movement Normal 

VULNERABIL
ITY STAGE  ALERT  ALERT ALERT 

Considering the fact both livestock and crop sectors are in Alert,  but water and Livelihood sectors 
in normal, then the vulnerability stage still remains in Alert. 

DROUGHT 
RISK 

 
 LOW            MEDIUM         HIGH 

 

The drought risk is low, vegetation condition is still good and rain is expected till mid-January 2013 
as presented in the  weather forecast update in page 3 

(*) Vulnerability Stage is the combination of the 4 sectors gages (livestock, crop, water and livelihood). The vulnerability stage, combined with the risk of drought, gives the global warning stage as presented on page 1.  
 
 
 



 

 
Page 3 

  Vegetation Condition 

Vegetation remained good though there was slight decrease compared to last month. This has been more 
vigorous than that of last year 2011 in the same period. It is also important to note that the rainfall received 
during the month was also more than that of last year during the same period of the year i.e. 47mm as 
compared to 13mm. This helped in maintaining the good body condition of livestock at normal stage though it 
decreased from 89%-81% and it is still expected to relatively decrease next month.  
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  Rainfall (mm) 

  Weather forecast 

Kaabong district still received above 
normal rainfall in December. This helped 
to sustain the vegetation; pasture in good 
condition, animals also took normal hours 
to access the grazing land although there 
was an increase. There are still chances of 
rain over Kaabong up to mid-January 
2013. 

 
RAINFALL FORECAST FOR KARAMOJA REGION 

VALID 10 JANUARY – 10 FEBRUARY 2013 
 

The climate prediction models indicate that there are high chances that the on-going rains i.e. (near normal to above 
normal) over Napak, Abim, Nakapiripirit, Amudat and Moroto districts are expected to continue up to mid January 
2013, thereafter, intermitted light rains are expected to set-in and continue up to the end of January 2013. However, 
light rains currently being experienced over Kotido and Kaabong are expected to continue to around the third week 
of January 2013. Overall, there are high chances for near normal rains over several parts of Karamoja districts during 
the month of January 2013 with the following probabilities:-  
 

                                                        
The Department of Meteorology will continue monitoring weather conditions and inform the public accordingly.   
 
SOURCE: Department of Meteorology, Ministry of Water and Environment 
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  Livestock Body Condition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Livestock Migration 

There were no cases of livestock migration noted in December. 
 

Livestock with good body condition 
slightly dropped from 89%-81%. This 
has been partly attributed to the 
common Tick born diseases and 
Trypanosomiasis among the cattle. 
However, this percentage is still normal. 
Pastures were still good though those 
around the kraals were depleted and this 
resulted to an increase in the grazing 
hours from 1 hour to 2 hours. The good 
body condition of livestock is still 
expected to remain normal next month 
since District Veteneriny office, 
development partners and farmers 
working hard to control ticks; Testes flies 
and providing treatments against Tick 
born diseases, Trypanosomiasis and 
worms. 
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  Livestock Disease Incidence 

Disease Type of animals 
affected 

Location No. of animals affected 

East Coast Fever, Babesiosis, Heart 
Water, Anoplasmosis 

Cattle All sub-counties This could not be ascertained within 
the month. 

Warms Cattle & Shoats All sub-counties This was  estimated at 13%  

Trypanosomiasis Cattle Kapedo, Karenga, 
Kawalakol, Kalapata, 
Lolelia and Kaabong west 
& East 

Those ones at high risk still remains at 
76% i.e. 80,000 cattle out of 105,000 in 
the district. 

Rabbis Dogs and Cats Kalapata, Lodiko, Kapedo 
and Lolelia 

Not ascertained. 

Newcastle Disease Chicken All district Not ascertained 

 

  Type and number of animals in the market 

Type of animal Number Type of animal Number 

Bulls 189 Bull calves 108 

Cows 64 Heifer 23 

 

  Accessibility to grazing areas (Time in Hrs) 

 

 

Tick born disease such as East Coast Fever, Babesiosis, Heart Water and Anoplasmosis were still rampant across the 
district.  Trypanosomiasis also remained prominent in the sub-counties of Kapedo, Karenga, Kawalakol, Kalapata, Lolelia 
and Kaabong west & east though it is spreading across the district. Rabbis and Newcastle disease were also noted in the 
district especially in the sub-counties mention above. The numbers of cattle, animals and poultry affected could not be 
ascertained but those one at high risk still stands at 76% for cattle i.e. 80,000 cattle out of 105,000 in the district. 
However, development partners in collaboration with the district have been providing treatment to the livestock and 
hanging Tes tes flies Traps in the sub-counties mention above.  

 

The numbers of animals in the market greatly increase as compared to last month. This has been due to high demand 
especially during the festive season and also the influx of external buyers from the nearby districts such as Kitgum, 
Pader among others. 

Time taken for the livestock to access 
grazing areas increased from 1 hour to 2 
hours though this was still within the 
normal threshold at this particular season of 
the year. This has been attributed to the 
slight decrease in pasture near the kraals. 
This time taken is expected to relatively 
remain stable next month since there are 
chances of currently light rain over Kaabong 
to continue till mid-January 2013. 
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  Type of crops planted 

  Crop Condition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Crop Yield 

There was no current information on the crop yield during the month. However, considering the overall year harvest, 
generally the crop yield has been very low and to this effect, the District Agricultural office sends early warning 
message to farmers/general community in the district to practice proper post-harvest handling especially reducing 
the sales of crops, reducing brewing of sorghum and making proper storage of crops to avoid situation worsening in 
the few months to come. 

This information could not be ascertained 
since there are no crops planted/ available in 
the garden. 

No plantation has been done so far at this 
particular season of the year. However, 
farmers have started clearing their field 
especially those from the sub-counties of 
Karenga, Lolelia, Kawalakol, Kapedo and 
East of Kalapata though the acreages could 
not be ascertained but it was estimated to 
minimal.  
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Quantity of water fetched daily per household (Litres) 

Average amount of water fetched daily per household  

November 
2012 

December 
2012 

112L 111L 

 

 
 

Type of water sources and time spent to fetch water (hrs) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Borehole usage increased from 89%-95% 
due to improvement in the maintenance, 
on-going rehabilitation and noted decrease 
in the water level of other alternative water 
sources such as seasonal Rivers and 
ponds/Dams. The borehole usage is 
expected to increase more next month since 
water level of other water sources would 
have reduced due to minimal rainfall in 
January 2013. 
 
The time taken to fetch boreholes water 
relatively increased from 1 hour to 1.3 
hours in December. This slight increase was 
mainly attributed to the increase in the 
population at the households since students 
were back home from school; water level of 
other alternative water sources also 
decreased and this resulted to queuing at 
the boreholes. This hour is normal but it is 
still expected to relatively increase next 
month due to light rain expected in January 
2013, despite the general improvement in 
the borehole coverage in the district. 

The amount of water fetched daily per households relatively remains stable at 111L. This volume of water used still 
counts on the good functionality of boreholes and its increase in coverage. This volume of water used is expected to 
relatively decrease next month since a relative decrease in water level is expected. 
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Type of Food Eaten 

Prevalence of Malnutrition 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Out migration of people 

Total number of households who migrated 

November 
2012 

December 
2012 

0 0 

 

 
 

 
The information under this indicator could not be ascertained during the month since the data from the health 
facilities were not readily available.  

Sorghum consumption relatively remains 
stable at 17%; maize and beans slightly 
dropped from 17%-15% and 16%-14% 
respectively. Wild fruits and Leave also 
decreased from 14%-12%. On the other hand 
meat and Groundnuts consumption 
increased from 8% -11% and 8%-10 % 
respectively. Basing on the above fluctuation 
in the percentages, there is still some food 
available from the current harvest and 
others like meat, beans and groundnuts are 
mostly purchase directly from the markets 
by some households. 

 

There were no cases of out migration of people reported during the month. 
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Terms of Trade (ratio) 

 

 

Price of Firewood and Charcoal (UGX) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Price of Labor (UGX) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Both firewood and charcoal prices 
increased from 2000UGX-2429UGX and 
4000UGX-4500UGX respectively. This was 
attributed to the low supply as a result of 
commitment of the producers in other 
economic activities that are more paying 
such as bricks making, gold mining, sand 
mining, and food for asset under NUSAF2 
implemented by World Vision. This has 
slightly improved the purchasing power of 
the vulnerable people. 

The price of causal labor decreased from 
3011UGX-2864UGX in December. This fall 
was due to low labor demand since there 
are minimal economic activities that 
demanded for casual laborers within the 
district. There were minimal activities in 
agricultural sector yet it is always the major 
sector that has high demands for causal 
laborer in the district labor.  The few 
activities that had demands for casual labor 
was majorly gold mining, sun mining and 
food for assets.  
 

The purchasing power of households still 
remained positive during the month and 
this has been attributed to the relative 
increase in the ratio of Bull to Sorghum 
from 14-15 though labor to sorghum ratio 
slightly dropped from 0.06-0.05. The 
continuous fall in the price of sorghum 
from 54,370UGX-52,833UGX per 100kgs 
also partly contributed to the 
improvement in the ToT. Meanwhile, the 
ratio of charcoal to sorghum also increased 
from 0.07-0.09. Generally, the terms of 
trade is expected to remain relatively 
stable. 
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Freedom of Movement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The security situation in the district has 
been okay/normal. However, few cases 
of theft were still noted across all the 
sub-counties. A case in point is Kaabong 
West where household’s items were 
stolen. In an effort to reduce to avoid 
this situation, security officials are 
working hard in ensuring tight security 
and above all, disarmament is still on 
going in the district. On the other hand, 
wild animals threaten people in Lolelia 
sub-county, communities are advised to 
be more careful and as well the wildlife 
authority is advised to protect the wild 
animals from moving out of their 
demarcated areas. 

Seasonal Calendar 

 
 

 
 

 
 


