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A period of intense rainfall beginning in 

the second week of August triggered 

major floods across Nepal particularly in 

the Terai region.  Hydro-meteorological 

stations in Banke, Chitwan and 

Makwanpur districts recorded the 

heaviest rainfall in 60 years. Some 1.7 

million people were affected with 

460,000 people displaced from their 

homes according to an assessment jointly 

conducted by the Government of Nepal 

and the Nepal Red Cross Society (NRCS).  

In the immediate aftermath of the floods 

the Government of Nepal oversaw a 

major response operation; search and 

rescue  activities commenced quickly, 

with a total of 8,300 trained security 

forces (5,600 Nepal Police, 1,700 Armed 

Police Force and 1,000 Nepal Army) as 

well as 700 civil servants deployed to join 

the rescue and relief efforts.  The 

Government of Nepal flew more than 100 

helicopter sorties to rescue stranded 

persons and to deliver emergency aid. To

-date the Government has provided more 

than US$11.3 million to affected areas to 

meet humanitarian needs applaud the 

scale and pace of the Government’s 

response but we not forget that the 

floods are likely to have exacerbated pre-

existing social and economic disparities in 

the Terai – a region with some of the 

lowest performing districts in Nepal in 

development terms – and the challenge 

now is to ensure we build back more 

resilient communities in the Terai.    

Recent floods occurred at a time when 

Nepal is struggling to recover from the 

2015 earthquake  with huge challenges in 

reconstruction. Five of the current flood 
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On 1 September, the National 

Planning Commission and the United 

Nations Country Team in Nepal 

signed the United Nations 

Development Assistance Framework 

(UNDAF) for 2018 -2022.  

For the UN in Nepal, the UNDAF is 

immensely important, it charters the 

course we will be following as a team 

over the next five years, working 

together, to support Nepal’s 

aspirations. 

The UNDAF aims at supporting 

Nepal’s efforts in four broad areas: 

Inclusive Economic Growth; Social 

Development; Resilience, Climate 

Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk 

Reduction; and Governance, Rule of 

Law and Human Rights. It involves 26 

individual agencies and has an 

indicative budget of US$ 635 million. 

The Honorable Chairman of the 

National Planning Commission Mr. 

Swarnim Waglé at the signing event 

noted: “We are pleased to be signing 

this framework with the United 

Nations in Nepal, it is broadly aligned 

with our national priorities as 

envisioned by the Government of 

From RC’s Desk 

Terai floods, August 2017— 

UNRC Valerie Julliand taking firsthand account of the flood damages at Loharpatti in 

Mahottari District.  
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affected districts are also earthquake 

affected districts. Additionally, four of the 

current flood affected districts were 

affected by large scale flooding in 2014, and 

have yet to fully recover. 

For the UN system, the Humanitarian 

Country Team (HCT)’s Emergency 

Preparedness Plan (ERP) was activated 

following a request from the Ministry of 

Home Affairs which we received in mid-

August. Since that request the HCT has 

been operational and working to support 

government counterparts at the central 

level, District Disaster Relief Committees 

(DDRCs) and district level clusters in 

responding the needs of the population. 

The HCT launched a Joint Response Plan on 

25 August seeking USD 41.4 million to 

provide immediate humanitarian assistance 

to the flood affected people, covering 

health, water sanitation and hygiene 

(WASH), food security, nutrition, shelter, 

livelihood, protection, education and early 

recovery support for next six months. The 

HCT is also working to mobilize resources 

from the UN’s Central Emergency Response 

Fund to address critical needs.   

During the last week of August UN Resident 

Coordinator (UN RC) Valerie Julliand visited 

several flood affected communities in 

Dhanusa and Mahottari districts where she 

saw some urgent humanitarian activities 

that different UN agencies were managing. 

The UN RC also saw firsthand the impact 

that floods have had on livelihoods giving 

her an appreciation of the recovery 

challenges that communities will face in the 

coming weeks and months.  

Nepal. And it is our hope it will 

contribute to our ambition to 

achieve the Agenda 2030 for 

Sustainable Development.” 

I would like to emphasize that the 

UNDAF shows what the UN can 

achieve when it works together 

across agencies and mandates. The 

strong alignment of the UNDAF with 

the national plans, international 

conventions, and the Constitution of 

Nepal provides the foundation to 

support the Government of Nepal’s 

efforts in ensuring that ‘no one is left 

behind’ as laid out in the Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

 

(Left): Honorable Chairman of the National Planning Commission Mr. Swarnim Waglé and UN Resident Coordinator Ms. Valerie Julliand 

at the signing event of UN Development Assistant Framework 2018-2022. 
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I 
n coordination with the Chief District 

Office in Jhapa District, our Sub-Office 

in Damak in Eastern Nepal, 

dispatched, in line with local needs 

assessments and established coordination 

mechanisms, the following materials for 

flood victims as part of relief efforts. 

 1,000 blankets (for 1,000 Nepali 

families) 

 1,000 tarpaulins (for 1,000 Nepali 

families) 

 600 Kitchen sets (for 1,000 Nepali 

families) 

 1250 metres of foam rubber mattress 

to 625 persons 

The District Disaster Relief Committee 

(DDRC) in collaboration with Nepal Red 

Cross and other agencies distributed the 

relief materials to flood-affected people. 

Similarly, a team of over 40 Bhutanese 

refugees from the camps of Beldangi and 

Sanischare reached out to the flood-

affected people in one of the rural villages 

in Jhapa district. 

The refugees had voluntarily collected rice 

donation from their own community to 

provide support to the flood-affected 

families. Over 1,800 kilograms of rice were 

distributed to 74 flood-hit families of 

Madargach Village in Jhapa Rural 

Municipality - 7. 

“Nepal and Nepalese people embraced us 

during our difficult times when we started 

living a refugee life,” said Tikaram Rasaily, 

Secretary of the Beldangi Refugee Camp. 

“We couldn’t do much but as a token of our 

love, we are very happy to lend our small 

support for the flood victims.” 

Lutheran World Federation (LWF) Nepal 

provided logistic support to Bhutanese 

refugees to reach the village, a three-hour 

drive from Beldangi. The food supplies were 

distributed in coordination with the civil 

society members and newly elected local 

representatives in Madargach village. 

This monsoon, Nepal experienced its worst 

rains in 15 years, resulting in massive floods 

and landslides that killed over 140 people 

and 1.7 million people affected across 34 of 

75 districts in the country. 

Relief distribution in Eastern Terai. 

Photo: LWF Nepal UNHCR’s Response for Nepal Flood 

Victims 

*** — 
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A 
 two-day workshop to share the 

findings of a research study: 

“Maximizing the Development 

Impact of Migration in Nepal” 

was held in Kathmandu on 22 – 23 August 

2017.  

The meeting, which was attended by 

government officials, development 

partners, diaspora associations, private 

recruitment agencies and the private 

sector, will contribute to Nepal’s policies on 

mainstreaming remittances into national 

development.  

Nepal received remittances of USD 8.1 

billion in 2016 and ranks 23rd among all 

remittance-receiving countries in the world. 

In terms of the contribution of remittances 

to GDP, it ranks third after Tajikistan and 

Kyrgyz Republic. Over half of all Nepali 

households have at least one migrant family 

member currently abroad or living in Nepal 

as a returnee. 

“Financial flows from migrant workers to 

their home communities are one important 

positive aspect of the relationship between 

migration and development. Most research, 

policy development, and financial industry’s 

attention to date has focused on migrant 

workers’ remittances,” said IOM Nepal 

Chief of Mission Paul I. Norton.  

“This research project takes a broader and 

deeper look at the reality. The initiative is 

based on the premise that financial, human 

and social wealth accumulated by migrant 

workers abroad are interlinked, and that 

this accumulated wealth has real potential 

to substantially impact the economic and 

social development of Nepal,” he added. 

Ministry of Labour and Employment Joint 

Secretary Bhuvan Acharya said: “I believe 

the data and evidence generated through 

the research and the consultative process 

will provide the government, civil and 

private sector entities, with solid baselines 

against which to formulate future policies, 

projects and market interventions for 

migration and development.” 

The study covered 31 districts and three 

ecological belts (mountains, hills and Terai) 

of Nepal, and focused on data collection 

from Nepali households (both with and 

without migrants), including current 

migrants in Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 

Member States, Malaysia, Korea, India, as 

well as other developed countries such as 

Japan, Australia and the USA.  

Key findings included the fact that 

remittance receiving households spent less 

of the money on consumption than 

previously thought, and that more migrants 

now prefer to use formal channels to send 

money home. Some 39 percent of 

remittances were spent on consumption, 28 

percent on savings and loan repayment, 26 

percent to purchase property, and 7 

percent to businesses. Some 88 percent of 

migrants interviewed said that they 

preferred to use formal channels, mainly 

money transfer services or bank transfers, 

to remit money.  

The research was carried out by Institute for 

Integrated Development Studies (IIDS) and 

International Agency for Source Country 

Information (IASCI), in close coordination 

with the Central Bureau of Statistics and the 

UN Migration Agency (IOM), and was part 

of a project: “Research and Policy Dialogue 

Initiative on Migration and Development in 

Nepal” funded by the IOM Development 

Fund.  

The project was implemented by the UN 

Migration Agency (IOM), the Ministry of 

Labour and Employment, Ministry of 

Women, Children, & Social Welfare, the 

International Agency for Source Country 

Information (IASCI), the National Planning 

Commission, the Ministry of Federal Affairs 

and Local Development and the Ministry of 

Finance. 

Participants in a workshop on Migration, 

Remittances and Development. 

Photo: IOM 

Research Workshop on Migration, 

Remittances and Development 

22 Aug 2017, Kathmandu — 
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N 
epal Rastra Bank (NRB), via its 

Banking and Financial 

Institutions Regulation 

Department, has upgraded its 

reporting system with support from United 

Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) 

and the Mobile Money for the Poor (MM4P) 

programme. They have created an e-

mapping platform based on a geographic 

information system (GIS) that shows all 

existing financial points in Nepal and 

enables efficient compliance control, data 

analysis and policy formulation. 

Nepal, a landlocked central Himalayan 

country in South Asia with 19.2 million 

adults, is home to 184 banking and financial 

institutions.[1] Yet, only 40 percent of 

adults are banked, of which 73 percent 

reside in urban areas and 27 percent in 

rural areas.[2] A significant reason why 60 

percent of Nepalese adults are unbanked is 

that they reside in areas where financial 

institutions do not have a formal foothold.  

Establishing a branch in such areas would 

normally require heavy investment and 

manpower, but that is not the main reason 

banking and financial institutions shy away 

from expanding their services in Nepal. In 

fact, it is often that they merely lack access 

to information about the demand for 

financial services in remote regions.  

With a vision of financial inclusion for all, 

NRB has deployed various policy 

instruments over the years to ensure that 

financial outreach makes in-roads to 

remote, rural areas. With the e-mapping 

system taking shape, a view of financial 

service points across the country will allow 

the NRB Banking and Financial Institutions 

Regulation Department to prioritize 

approval of new bank branches or channel 

points in regions that were previously 

excluded.  

On 21 July 2017, MM4P hosted a feedback 

session to give department directors a first 

look at the e-mapping system, which was 

unveiled by the Governor of NRB. The 

system developed by Usabledata Ltd. and 

Smart Solutions was demonstrated in the 

session. This platform will be publicly 

available but will have different access 

levels for NRB, financial institutions and the 

public. 

The main objectives of the session were the 

following: 

 Acquainting participants with the real-

time analytics and management 

information system and providing a 

system overview. 

 Showcasing the GIS-based map of 

Nepalese financial infrastructure. 

 Providing a step-by-step guide to drill 

down on the view of financial access to 

the local-body level and to track 

development of financial inclusion in 

different areas. 

 Tracking deposits/loans, including 

amounts at different levels. 

 Helping to lay the foundation for 

further advancement and scale-up of 

the e-mapping platform through 

recommendations. 

As the session concluded and participants 

looked forward to the official launch of the 

e-mapping system, the Governor of NRB 

summarized its potential: 

“The e-mapping system is going to change 

the way financial institutions function in 

Nepal and in the best possible way. People 

living in the remote corners of Nepal are a 

step closer towards financial inclusion. I 

thank UNCDF-MM4P for their guidance and 

support for making this a possibility, and we 

are enthusiastic to further build on this 

system and make it the backbone of Nepal’s 

financial sector.”  

[1] NRB, ‘List of Banks and Financial 

Institutions,’ mid-January 2017. Available 

from https://www.nrb.org.np/bfr/pdffiles/

List_of_BFIs_Jan_2017_English.pdf 

[2] FinMark Trust and UNCDF-Making 

Access Possible, ‘FinScope Survey 

Highlights: Nepal 2014’ (n.p., n.d.). Available 

from http://www.unnatiprogram.org/

uploads/

publications/0PBlHqL1h2kifLCSLCS0Dv24xM

50jBk9.pdf  

August 2017. Copyright © UN Capital 

Development Fund. All rights reserved.   

The views expressed in this publication are 

those of the author(s) and do not 

necessarily represent the views of UNCDF, 

the United Nations or any of its affiliated 

organizations or its Member States. 

Participants of NRB e-mapping session  

Photo: Shubhashish Shahi 

Building backbone for financial sector in Nepal 
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In an effort to render itself more accessible 

and accountable to the people, Nepal’s 

Legislature-Parliament—with assistance 

from UNDP’s Parliament Support 

Programme—has started live-streaming 

sessions on its revamped website and 

connecting to users through a new mobile 

app 

Nepal’s Legislature—Parliament has 

unveiled its revamped website and a brand 

new mobile app that allow for live 

broadcasting of its sessions online. The 

services were officially launched by Speaker 

Onsari Ghartimagar amidst a programme 

held at the Lhotse Hall of the House on 27 

June. 

The revised website enables live video-

streaming of House deliberations, and 

saved audio versions of the sessions will 

also be available for visitors after the fact. 

Among the websites other interactive 

features is a chatroom wherein users can 

interact directly with MPs online. The app, 

on the other hand, can be downloaded for 

free, and will send notifications to users 

regarding updates on parliamentary 

business and other information. 

The Parliament’s adoption of the new 

technology—set up with financial assistance 

from UNDP’s Parliament Support Project 

(PSP)—is part of its broader efforts to make 

the most of the possibilities of digital 

platforms and eventually go paperless. “It’s 

a step towards rendering the Parliament 

more accessible to the people,” the Speaker 

said, adding that they were also aiming to 

launch a TV and radio channel in the future. 

In the same vein, Joint Secretary of the 

Parliament Secretariat, Rose Nath Pande 

said, “We hope that viewers will be able to 

connect more with law-makers and politics 

overall.” 

As matters currently stand, House sittings 

are only viewable on television and some 

online news portals, but not in their 

entirety. The initiative, contributing to the 

objective of extending parliamentary 

outreach, is therefore expected to cater to 

the public’s appetite for more detailed, 

multi-faceted and direct information to do 

with the country’s supreme policy 

institution. 

Journalists present at the programme 

welcomed the endeavor, and commented 

on its value to media coverage of the 

Parliament’s workings. “It will save us a lot 

of time and resources, otherwise spent in 

collecting the news in person,” said Bom Lal 

Giri of Thahakhabar Media. “It will also 

serve as a verification tool for the news 

desk in processing a reporter’s coverage of 

news from the Parliament.” 

Praise came from other quarters, too. 

“Having an archive of sessions is great in 

that it makes it possible for people to follow 

the actions and reasoning of our 

parliamentarians, as well as hold them to 

account,” expressed youth activist Prakriti 

Bhattarai who recalled how she had 

struggled to locate a parliamentary speech 

online in the process of researching for her 

role as Prime Minister in a Mock Youth 

Parliament session some time back. 

With the increased priority afforded to an 

online presence, the Parliament hopes that 

there will be more debates and productive 

discussions among people regarding the 

country’s politics and lawmaking, and 

enrich public discourse on important 

issues—essential in a functional democracy. 

It was precisely with this in mind—“the 

expectation that it would help build a 

stronger public-parliament interface and 

promote civic engagement in parliamentary 

affairs”—that UNDP backed the initiative, 

according to Programme Analyst at UNDP, 

Kalpana Sarkar. 

UNDP, through its Parliament Support 

Project, has been providing technical 

support to the Legislature-Parliament on 

various fronts, institutional reform being 

one of the key areas. Such assistance 

includes technical resources to 

operationalize the Parliament's Internal 

Broadcasting System, which has helped to 

disseminate news on parliamentary affairs 

to the media and archive over 5,000 hours 

of audio-visual data on Parliamentary 

deliberations in the last two years. 

Sessions are live at www.parliament.gov.np 

or www.can.gov.np 

Parliament goes live 
Hon’ble Speaker of Parliament Onsari 

Ghartimagar displaying a mobile app that 

displays House session live.  
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C 
onsidering the importance of the 

intangible cultural heritage (ICH) 

as a mainspring of cultural 

diversity and a guarantee of 

sustainable development, South Asian 

countries have identified the need for a 

national body which deals specifically with 

ICH following a sub-regional network 

meeting, held in Lalitpur, Nepal, on 16 -17 

August 2017. 

Representatives of various Nepali 

institutions together with experts and 

delegates from South Asian countries 

shared experiences regarding the 

implementation of the 2003 Convention for 

the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural 

Heritage at national level. A total of 70 

participants and four experts from six South 

Asian countries –Nepal, Bhutan, India, 

Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka- including 

Korea, took part in the event. 

The two-day event was jointly organized by 

the International Information and 

Networking Centre for Intangible Cultural 

Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region under 

the auspices of UNESCO (ICHCAP), the 

Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Civil 

Aviation of Nepal and the UNESCO Office in 

Kathmandu. 

Although there has been a significant focus 

on the protection of tangible cultural 

heritage through restoration, vital aspects 

of living culture such as language, dance/

performing arts, folktales/oral expressions, 

music and community traditions are at risk 

of disappearing due to the threat of natural 

disasters, rapid urbanization and globalizing 

societies on the other side. Also, low level 

of awareness at grassroots level coupled 

with untrained personnel across institutions 

make ICH highly susceptible to serious 

threats and deteriorating risks. 

Nipuna Shrestha of the UNESCO Office in 

Kathmandu stated “I am convinced of the 

power and diversity of culture, which has 

brought us together and given us the 

opportunity for dialogue”. “I am also 

convinced that we can do more together, 

developing our understanding from mutual 

learnings and capitalizing on UNESCO’s 

network of partners and experts, to 

safeguard the ICH in this region and across 

the world”, she added. 

All participating countries face similar 

challenges in the field of safeguarding ICH 

at a national level, notably the lack of 

resources, framework and trained national 

capacity.  

The event gave the opportunity to experts, 

government officials and other participants 

to discuss and debate processes of 

safeguarding and inventorying ICH under 

the policy framework of each country. The 

meeting also gave participants the chance 

of learning specific approaches 

implemented by other South Asian 

countries. 

Participants put very important issues on 

the table such as the importance of 

participation of communities in the ICH 

inventorying, the lack of proper 

understanding and awareness among 

stakeholders as well as the need of having a 

specific ICH policy. 

Ritu Sethi, an expert from India highlighted 

the need for community involvement in the 

process of protecting ICH, stating: “The 

community is lying at the core – they are 

the bearers of heritage. Culture is living and 

evolving, and safeguarding should be 

undertaken and measured”.  

Involving the youth 

Another important outcome of the event is 

the commitment of involving the youth of 

the region on safeguarding ICH. New 

generations need to feel that they are part 

of their intangible heritage. Participants 

agreed that it should be included in the 

education curricula. Equally the role of the 

media in this regard was highlighted by 

several participants.  

UNESCO supports member states in the 

effective implementation of the 2003 

Convention for the Safeguarding of the 

Intangible Cultural Heritage. The 

Convention provides a unique platform to 

safeguard intangible heritage and ensure its 

inter-generational transmission, and by 

doing so to improve the social and cultural 

well-being of communities towards 

innovative and culturally appropriate 

action, thereby contributing to sustainable 

development. 

Performance of Lakhe Dance for 

delegates. 

“Separate Body needed for 

Safeguarding Intangible 

Heritage” say South Asian 

delegates  
17 August 2017, Lalitpur — 
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F 
loodwaters forced eight-month 

pregnant Asmina Khatun to flee 

her home during heavy rains in 

Southern Nepal. For hours Babita 

Rishidev, a mother of a newborn baby, and 

Shanti Devi, also eight months pregnant, 

had to wade through murky floodwaters to 

reach a safe place.  

The three women were among the 

estimated 461,000 displaced by the floods 

that claimed 143 lives, injured 43 and 

affected 1,700,000 people. Like their 

homes, the disaster washed away around 

65,000 houses and destroyed large swathes 

of farmland. Many areas were cut off, and 

many villages and communities were 

stranded without basic aid. The floods, in 

particular, hit hard plain areas bordering 

India as heavy monsoons had caused 

mighty rivers and their tributaries to burst 

their banks.  

“My family lost everything we had,” said 

Babita, whose second baby was 38 days old 

when the disaster struck their village. She is 

now living in a temporary shelter in Sunsari 

district. Shanti Devi too lost her mud and 

straw-built house, topped by a thatched 

roof, and most of her belongings to the 

disaster. Together with other villagers 

affected by the floods she is living in a 

displaced settlement in the same district. At 

the camp, the duo received food and water, 

but had no spare clothes to wear. "I 

couldn’t change my clothes for five days,” 

says 27-year-old Babita, a mother of two 

children.   

In a disaster setting like the floods in Nepal, 

specific needs of women and girls can often 

get overlooked in a rush to provide food 

and shelter to survivors.  

“These items (Dignity Kits) made my day,” 

she said. Like her, UNFPA reached Shanti 

and Asmina with the essential kits to help 

them maintain their personal hygiene and 

help them with basic safety needs to 

protect their children and themselves. “I 

was worried about the baby in my womb,” 

said Shanti (19), who is expecting her first 

baby and is part of one of the most 

marginalized communities of Nepal — 

Muslims.  

“The problems these women had faced 

during the floods mirrors that of many 

other women and girls’ woes in 

emergencies — the need for protecting 

their dignity,” says Sushila Karki of the 

Women and Children Office (WCO), a 

government officer who is the focal person 

of the Protection Cluster in Sunsari. “The 

Dignity Kits that our office and UNFPA had 

prepositioned in Sunsari were of great help. 

We could immediately take these supplies 

to pregnant and new mothers and bring 

back at least for a moment smiles in their 

faces in such tragic times.” 

UNFPA in coordination with WCOs has 

reached pregnant, new/lactating mothers, 

women with disabilities and single women 

in the other ten districts —Dang, Banke, 

Bardiya, Saptari, Udayapur, Dhanusha, 

Mohattari, Sarlahi, Rautahat, and Kailali.  

As of August 24 a total of 2,698 

prepositioned Dignity Kits were delivered to 

these 11 districts. Among them 1,200 were 

funded through the Government of 

Australia. The remaining ones had been 

prepositioned by UNFPA and through the 

WCOs offices in Mohattari, Sarlahi, Sunsari, 

Udayapur and Dang. 

Together with government agencies and 

humanitarian actors UNFPA is also 

disseminating messages related to 

protection issues, including sexual/gender-

based violence, through local radio stations. 

— Santosh Chhetri and Hari Bhusal 

Ever since Bismati Tharu started living in a 

shared tent following the floods, she had 

no spare clothes to change for herself and 

her baby.  

Photo: © UNFPA Nepal/Purna Nepali 

Restoring dignity of Nepal flood 

survivors 
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T 
apeshwori, Udayapur-Garlic 

cultivation through minimum 

tillage practice in Udaipur district 

has brought a pleasant surprise 

for the reluctant farmers. This practice was 

tested in six Farmers Field Schools (FFS) 

conducted by the Climate Change 

Adaptation Project of FAO Nepal. FFS 

successfully harvested the garlic crop with 

better yield than that from the farmers' 

traditional practice. 

According to Ms Anju Adhikari, District 

Technical Coordination of the Project in 

Udaypur, under the minimum tillage, garlic 

cloves are simply inserted in dibbles inside 

the stumps left over after rice harvest. The 

holes were made by using bamboo sticks 

designed by the farmers. Strength of dibbler 

required depends upon the moisture 

content of the field and softness of the soil. 

Mulching was done with rice straw.  

The harvest of the garlic was double to the 

produce from farmers' method of 

plantation. Harvesting was easier than the 

farmer’s practices and garlic bulbs were also 

having less breakage resulting into low 

postharvest loss as pulling off was easy.   

Hari Prasad Pokharel, 50, from Tapeshwori, 

has nine family members with land area of 

7 Katthas (2,331 sq meter). He is a 

subsistence farmer and depends on 

remittance for major other expenses. He 

was the first farmer to adopt the minimum 

tillage cultivation of garlic. He was surprised 

with the level of harvest he obtained from 

this practice. He planted 1.5 kg of garlic 

bulb in 5 dhur (83 sq meter) of land and got 

30 kg (@3.6 tons/ha) of production in 

contrast to 20 kg production from 2 kg of 

bulb from the same area of land with 

previous practice of garlic cultivation 

through repeated efforts of land 

preparations.  

He added that harvesting was much easier 

than their traditional practice as the bulb 

growth was confined within the rice stump 

hill. He was excited to explain that the bulb 

size was as big as 300 gm.  

He says, "First I used this practice 

reluctantly. I saw no benefit in adopting this 

but I provided the land for FFS which 

otherwise would have remained fallow 

during winter season.” 

Members of FFS, planted using pointing the 

tiller to certain depth with the bamboo 

stick. They designed the proper size and 

thickness of the bamboo stick used to 

penetrate the rice hills, inserted the garlic 

clove in each hill, and mulched on the top 

with rice straw. At the end, the harvest 

brought a big smile in their faces. Many 

thanks to the FAO Project for convincing us 

to use this technology. 

 

Rural farmers at work. 

Photo: FAO Garlic becoming white gold for 

rural farmers 
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UN-Habitat has been working in public 

space management in Kirtipur and Bugmati 

since 2016. The Greenery Park development 

in Kirtipur and reconstruction of public rest 

house (pati) at Machchendra Bahal and 

revitalization of ‘De Pukhu’ (main pond) and 

surrounding spaces in Bungamti are some 

of the good examples of public space 

management. 

Due to active engagement of beneficiaries 

and local communities through volunteer 

work, sharing household tools for 

construction and even contribution of 

material was received demonstrating their 

strong sense of ownership and belonging. 

With this active participation from 

communities the projects were completed 

in time with quality control, cost 

effectiveness and financial transparency 

and this was the major lesson learned 

during the implementation of these project. 

Now one can see children playing in the 

garden, elders and visitors taking rest on 

greenery lawns, women and girls washing 

clothes in the public tap, youths roaming 

around the improved ponds and parks, and 

devotees and pilgrims collecting water from 

the restored sunken stone spout and 

historical springs in Kirtipur. Children, youth 

and women including elders have already 

occupied the steeping created around De 

Pukhu. Various activities including socio-

religious rituals have already taken at public 

rest house in Bungamati. These activities 

have not only acted as catalyst for 

improvement of public spaces in other 

communities they have also build up 

confidence among local public towards 

reconstruction of earthquake damaged 

settlements. Beside this also the capacity of 

the concerned municipalities and 

communities were also enhanced through 

training, exposure visits and various 

orientation programs, besides 

dissemination of lessons learned.  

Public rest house after completion  

Photo: UN-HABITAT 

Transformation of public spaces in 

Bungamati and Kirtipur 

Before intervention After green public space project intervention in Kirtipur 
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