
 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Highlights 
 During December, WFP continued its life-saving 

assistance at the north-eastern border (berm). As of 
31 December, 9,065 households received food and 
non-food items representing 58 percent of the 
estimated stranded population. 

 As part of the inter-agency winterisation campaign, 
WFP distributed in-kind food through its partner ACTED 
in Azraq camp covering the entire camp population. At 
Za’atari camp, around 30 welcome meals were 
provided to refugees who have been affected by severe 
weather conditions as part of the same campaign. 

 At the end of December, WFP Jordan Country Office 

concluded all its Regional EMOP 200433, PRRO 200537 
and DEV 200478 programmes and projects in 
preparation for the new Regional PRRO 200987, 
effective 01 January 2017.   

 
WFP Assistance 

 
Food Assistance to 

Vulnerable Syrian 

Populations in Jordan, 

Lebanon, Iraq, Turkey 

and Egypt affected by 

Conflict in Syria 

 

Regional EMOP 200433:  

(July 2012 – Dec. 2016) 

Total  

Requirements  
(in USD) 

Total 

Received 
(in USD) 

1 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements (in 

USD)* 

1 bn 

 

793 m  
(79%) 

- 

*Project ended in December 2016 

 

Assistance to 

vulnerable Syrian 

refugees and host 

communities in Egypt, 

Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, 

and Turkey  
PRRO 200987 (Jan. 

2017-Dec. 2018) 

Total 

Requirements 

(in USD)  

Total Received 6 Months Net 

Funding 

Requirements  

(in USD)*  

546.5 m 28 m 
117.7 

(81%) m 

*January –June 2017 

 

Since 2012, the Regional Emergency Operation (EMOP) has 
provided food assistance through cash-based transfers 
(CBTs) to Syrian refugees in communities and camps, in 
addition to school feeding and daily distributions of fresh 
bread in the camps. Outside the camps, WFP Jordan has 
implemented a targeted approach with families assessed as 
either extremely vulnerable or vulnerable to food insecurity. 
Through this targeted approach, extremely vulnerable 
families receive JOD 20 (USD 28), while vulnerable families 
receive JOD 10 (USD 14) per month.  

Assistance to food 

insecure and 

vulnerable Jordanians 

affected by the 

protracted economic 

crisis aggravated by 
Syrian conflict 

 

PRRO 200537:  

(Aug. 2013 –Dec. 

2016)** 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

1 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

62 m 
14.3 m  
(23%) 

- 

**Project ended in December 

 

To address food insecurity, in 2014, WFP Jordan initiated 
Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 200537 

which aimed to improve food security for food insecure 
Jordanians. The project focused on a set of activities: 
targeted food assistance providing food entitlements to the 
most vulnerable; Food Assistance for Assets (FFA) providing 
CBTs focusing on forest and rangeland rehabilitation while 
creating short-term labour opportunities; and Food 
Assistance for Training (FFT) which provided CBTs, offering 
vocational training opportunities and on-the-job training to 
develop human capital and improve employability. CBTs 
support the local economy by partnering with approved 
retailers. 

Support to the national 

school feeding 

programme 

 

DEV 200478:  
(Dec. 2012 – Dec. 2016)** 

 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total 

Received 

(in USD) 

 

1 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

24.2 m 
18.9 

m  
(78%)  

- 

**Project ended in December 

 

The Development Project (DEV) 200478 responded to the 
Jordanian Government’s request for WFP to resume direct 
food support for school children in poverty pockets after 
WFP Jordan handed over the school meals programme in 
1998. WFP resumed its school meals programme in 2014, 
which aimed to reach over 320,000 school children 
throughout 2016, focusing on the poorest areas. WFP 
distributed locally produced date bars three days per week, 
while the Government provided high energy biscuits and 

fresh fruit during the remaining two days of the school 
week. Each entitlement meets the daily micronutrient 
needs of children aged six to twelve. In 2015, WFP 
launched the Healthy Kitchen pilot to deliver freshly 
cooked meals for an entire school year to Jordanian and 
Syrian students.  

The new Regional PRRO 200987 which was approved by 
the Executive Board in November will replace the current 
EMOP 200433, PRRO 200537 and DEV 200478 starting in 
January 2017. Efforts under the Regional PRRO in Jordan 
will focus on more sustainable solutions through human 
capital and self-reliance support to refugees and host 
communities in Jordan, while providing life-saving food 
assistance when needed. The PRRO will respond to the 
needs of refugees and members of host communities 
through General Food Assistance (GFA) via e-voucher, 

Food for Assets (FFA) via CBT-cash, Food Assistance for 
Trainings (FFT), Skills Exchange and Vocation Training via 
CBT-cash and School Meals programme. 

 

 

 

Credit: WFP/ Kelly Stablein 
Caption: Every morning at Za’atari refugee camp 
children like Mohammad hurry to WFP bread distribution 
site to collect their bread for breakfast.    

 

 

Main 
Photo 

 
December 2016 

In Numbers (December) 

531,679 Syrian refugees assisted with E-Cards 

and Paper Vouchers 

655,399 Registered refugees from Syria 

(UNHCR) 

89,000 Vulnerable Jordanians assisted with 

targeted food assistance 
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Operational Updates a 

Emergency Operation 

 In December, WFP provided assistance to 221,503 
extremely vulnerable and 201,653 vulnerable Syrian 
refugees in communities. Within the camps, WFP reached 

108,523 refugees with cash transfers of JOD 20 (USD 28). 
 Since the start of the operation in 2012, WFP injected into 

injected into the local economy a total of USD 651 million 
through CBT and local food procurement.  

Livelihood and Resilience 

 The Food for Assets programme (FFA) which has been 
implemented in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture, 
targeting Jordanian participants who work in agricultural 
activities, concluded at the end of November 2016. During 
2016, over 7,000 people benefited from the programme of 
whom 35 percent are women.   

 Through the Food for Training programme (FFT), WFP, 
alongside partner National Alliance Against Hunger and 
Malnutrition (NAJMAH), reached 2,000 Jordanian participants 
in Amman, Aqaba, Irbid and Zarqa. Under the FFT, women 

account for around 50 percent of the participants. 

 In partnership with UNDP, WFP implemented the joint skills 
exchange activity. Eligible Jordanians receive training from 
Syrian refugees on different skills in food production, 
construction, carpentry and agriculture required to start 
market-demanded microbusinesses. In December, 200 
Jordanians and 100 Syrians in Mafraq benefited from skill 
exchange, half of which are women.  

School Meals Programme 

 In December, WFP’s home-grown school meals model, the 
Healthy Kitchens, reached approximately 12,000 Jordanian 
school children in the governorates of Madaba, Zarqa, 
Mafraq, Irbid and Ajloun under the Jordanian National School 

Feeding Programme.  
 In December, WFP was able to reach 19,363 students in 

formal and informal schools inside the refugee camps via the 
Healthy Kitchens Project. School meals were provided from 
the Healthy Kitchens sites in Azraq, and Irbid city. 
Construction, in Za’atri camp, and installation of equipment, 
in Azraq camp, of the Healthy Kitchen sites inside the camps 
have been completed. 

Challenges 
 Although WFP resumed its food and non-food item 

distribution at the berm, heavy crowding, conflict and 
weather conditions at the distribution site continue to be the 
main challenges, forcing WFP’s contractor to evacuate the 
distribution site several times. This has also caused the 
suspension of the distribution for a few days in December. 
Over 78,000 Syrians remain stranded at the berm, living in 
difficult conditions, relying mostly on humanitarian agencies 
for life-saving assistance.  

 The Iris-Scan Payment System has been facing technical 
issues due to harsh weather conditions, power outages and 
unstable internet connection. WFP is working to resolve the 

issue. 

Partnerships  
WFP partners with ACTED, IOM, NRC, Relief International, 
Save the Children International, World Vision International, 
and UN Women for CBT, welcome meals distribution, and 
school feeding for Syrian refugees. WFP also partners with 
Jordan Ahli Bank to implement the OneCard system. As of 
March 2016, the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), partners with WFP to use 
WFP’s OneCard System. WFP works with the NAJMAH, Tkiyet 
Um Ali (TUA), the Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of 

Education and the Royal Health Awareness Society to 
provide assistance to vulnerable Jordanians. 

Top 10 Donors (in alphabetical order) 

Canada, European Economic Community/European Commission 
Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO), Germany, Japan, the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the Netherlands, the Russian 
Federation, UK/Department for International Development, and 
USAID/Food For Peace (FFP)  

 

 

 

 

 

Jordan has a young, largely urban population of 9.5 

million with a GDP per capita of USD 5,382. The 2014 

Gender Inequality Index for Jordan is 0.473, ranking it 

102 out of 155 countries. Jordan currently ranks 80 out 

of 188 countries on the Human Development Index.  

WFP assistance in Jordan focuses on providing food 

assistance to Syrian refugees and supporting the 

Government on improving the quality of life for 

Jordanians, creating income generating opportunities and 

guaranteeing social welfare. WFP’s support comes at a 

time when the country is faced with a chronic economic 

crisis, further exacerbated by the Syrian refugee crisis.  

WFP’s assistance is aligned with the national 

development goals of strengthening social justice and 

equal opportunity and reducing the poverty rate in 

Jordan. WFP activities are in line with the United Nations 

Assistance Framework for Jordan (2013-2017), as well as 

the Jordan Response Plan (2016-18).  

WFP has been present in Jordan since 1964. 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

Contact info: Rawan Alabbas, rawan.alabbas@wfp.org  

Country Director: Mageed Yahia  

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/jordan  

 

GNI per capita: USD 5,160 (2014) 

 

Jordanians living in food insecurity: 

5.7% 

 
Income Level: Upper middle  
 

Syrians refugees registered by 
UNHCR: 655,399 (05 January) 
 

mailto:paul.sandoval@wfp.org
http://www.wfp.org/countries/jordan

