
avorable growing conditions for crops in the Sahel F 

1 Objective: Within the framework of  the monthly meetings of the Regional Food Security and Nutrition Working Group for West Africa, it has been agreed that, in a humanitarian 
perspective, WFP and FAO provide the group with highlights on the food security situation of the previous month. This document describes key elements developed during this meeting.  

  

A normal start of the rainy season was observed in  the Sahel 
(figure 1). Favorable growing conditions and vegetative 
development have been observed (figure 2). However, an early 
end of rainfall (in September) and a desert locust infestation 
during harvests remain potential threats. 
 
Figure 1: Precipitation anomaly in West Africa, (1 May-25 August 2012) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In Niger, a normal start to the growing season has been observed 
in almost all agricultural areas. However, crops are at different 
phenological stages, ranging from elongation for millet and 
sorghum in western Tillabery to heading in Maradi and Zinder 
(Afrique Verte).  
 

In Mali, according to the National Meteorology Agency, the 
weather conditions were characterized by important and frequent 
thundershower activities during the first 10 days of August. As of 
10 August, cumulative rainfall is, overall, normal to above figures 
from last year at the same period. Current and expected water 
conditions should allow a favorable crop development. In terms of 
hydrology, water  levels of all rivers will continue to rise. 
 

According to Afrique Verte, in Burkina Faso a balanced spatial 
temporal distribution of rainfall was observed in July. At the end of 
July/early August, crops were at the stage of elongation in most  
areas. The level of water points significantly improved in July. In 
some areas dams are filled. The pastoral situation significantly 
improved with the regeneration of pastures. According to the 
National Direction of Meteorology, decadal cumulative water flow  
reflects surplus for most monitored stations, with the exception of 
Kou and Beregadougou (in southwestern Burkina Faso), which 
showed shortfalls in cumulative water flow. 
 

In Senegal, during the second decade of August, rainfall has been 
registered all over the country with the onset of the rainy season. 
The entire country’s rainfall situation shows a surplus favorable to 
the regeneration of pastures in all areas except in northern 
Linguere (Louga area). Pastures are at the stage of elongation in 
some areas. Water availability is abundant due to replenishment of 
water points, and herds are in good physical health.  
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Figure 2: Potential millet yields in CILSS countries (2012 rainy season) 

In Guinea Bissau, prospects for the 2012-2013 growing season are 
good and favorable rainfall is forecasted. 
ACMAD (African Centre of Meteorology and Development) 
forecasts (1) precipitation below average in the West African coasts 
of Guinea, Sierra Leone, Liberia, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Togo, Benin, 

western Nigeria, Cameroon, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon and Congo; 
(2) above-average precipitation in eastern Niger, northern Nigeria 
and southern Chad. 
Regarding the pastoral situation and the growth of vegetation , a 
rainfall deficit has been observed  in northern Senegal, southern 
Mauritania, Tahoua and Tillaberi (Niger) and Bar El Gazel (Chad)
compared to the average (figure 3). 
 

Figure 3 : West Africa NDVI Anomaly: 2012 compared to the average of 

2001-2012 (period of August 6-15, 2012) 
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esert locust situation remains of concern in Mali and Niger D 
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Desert locust breeding continues in Niger where first to fourth 
instar hoppers are present in central pasture areas in the Tadress 
and on the Latane Plains between Agadez and Zinder. Breeding is 
also underway in a few places of Tamesna. The hoppers originated 
from egg-laying and hatching during July. Fledging will occur during 
the second half of August, giving rise to an increasing number of 
immature adults. Good rains fell in most areas during the first 
decade of August. 
Ground surveys are in progress by national teams. 
 

In Mali, no locusts were seen during national surveys in central 
areas near Nioro and Mopti, and in the west near Kayes. The 
situation is less clear in the north due to insecurity and difficulty 
with conducting ground surveys in breeding areas.  
 

In Mauritania, small-scale breeding is in progress in parts of the 
south where good rains fell in some areas during the first decade of 
 August.  
 

In Chad, good rains fell during the first decade of August throughout 
the northern Sahel. Regular surveys are recommended to monitor 
the situation. 
Although current survey results may suggest that locust numbers 

are low, this may not accurately reflect the real situation. Therefore, 
surveys need to be maintained in all affected countries and control 
operations carried out when necessary, in order to reduce locust 
numbers and the potential threat to crops and pastures. 

 

Figure 4 : Locust situation 12 August 2012 
 

 

ituation in Mali: a lack of information in northern Mali S 
According to OCHA, as of 10 August, 261,624 refugees had been 
registered by UNHCR in the neighboring countries and the number 
of internally displaced people (IDPs) was estimated at 174,000. 
 
The food situation remains affected by the low production of 2011-
2012 and the socio-political conflict in northern Mali and its impact 
on economic activities. The situation is getting back to normal in 
southern Mali due to the resuming of economic activities and the 
normal start of the growing season.  

According to FEWS NET, household incomes in northern Mali are 
lower than usual. High staple-food prices have made access to 
markets particularly difficult. Emergency needs remain high in these 
areas. 
 
The analysis of the Emergency Food Security Assessment conducted 
by the Malian government, WFP and its partners is underway. 
Preliminary results should be available by early September. 

Source: FAO  

Source: CILSS 

Sources: MODIS/USAID 
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The FAO Food Price Index (FFPI) averaged 213 points in July 2012, 
as much as 12 points (6 percent) up from June, but still well below 
the peak of 238 points reached in February 2011 (figure 5). The July 
surge of the Index followed three months of decline. The sharp 
rebound was mostly driven by a jump in grain and sugar prices, and 
more modest increases in oils/fats. International prices of meat and 
dairy products did not change significantly. 
 

The FAO Cereal Price Index averaged 260 points in July, up 38 
points (17 percent) from June and only 14 points below its all-time 
high (in nominal terms) of 274 points registered in April 2008. The 
severe deterioration of maize crop prospects in the United States, 
following drought conditions and excessive heat during critical 
stages of the crop development, pushed up maize prices by almost 
23 percent in July. International wheat quotations also surged (by 
19 percent), amid a worsening of production prospects in the 
Russian Federation and expectations of a firm demand for wheat 
from the livestock sector because of tight maize supplies for the 
second consecutive season .  
 

Figure 5 : FAO Food Price Index 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By contrast, international rice prices remained mostly unchanged in 
July, with the FAO overall Rice Price index stable at 238, barely one 
point more than in June. 
The rise in international maize and wheat prices has a limited 
impact in West Africa and the Sahel. However, due to its large 
dependence on wheat imports, the situation in Mauritania should 
be closely monitored. The potential impact of the rise in maize 
price should also be closely monitored in the Gulf of Guinea 
countries. 

 

In August, the rise of most grain prices – some of them hitting 
record levels (figure 6) – has been observed in most countries of 
the Sahel. Millet prices increased in most capital cities in the Sahel 
except in N’Djamena where prices started to decrease since May 
2012 (figure 6). This rise is affecting the purchase power of most 
vulnerable households who rely on markets for their food. 
 

In Niger, according to Afrique Verte, the most significant rise in 
grain prices was observed between July and August: +18% in 
Zinder, +16% in Dosso and +15% in Niamey for millet, +13% in 

Niamey, +8% in Zinder, +7% in Maradi and Dosso for sorghum and 
+14% in Dosso, +9% in Niamey and +8% in Zinder for maize. 
Compared to the 5-year average, millet price increased by 62% in 
Niamey. 
In early August, the food situation remains fragile due to low supply 
in millet and sorghum and the general rise in price. The 
combination of these two factors increases the impoverishment of 
the rural population and makes their food situation more difficult 
despite mitigating actions undertaken by the State and other food 
security actors. 
 

In Mali (south and centre), a downward trend in grain prices has 
been observed — although rises have been observed in some 
places — though not for millet. According to Afrique Verte, maize 
(+9 % in Mopti), millet (+9% in Bamako, +5% in Kayes) and rice (+6% 
in Sikasso) increased between July and August. Compared to the 5-
year average, millet price increased by 96% in Bamako. 
 

In Burkina Faso, an upward trend is observed in all markets. 
According to Afrique Verte, significant rises have been recorded 
between July and August for millet (+11% in Kossi, + 33% in 
Gourma), for sorghum (+ 13% in Kossi, + 17% in Gourma) and for 
maize (+13% in Gourma and + 7% in the Sahel). Compared to the 5-
year average, millet price increased by 73% in Ouagadougou. Millet 
prices increased by 10% in Dakar and by 12% in N’Djamena 
compared to the 5-year average. 
 

Figure 6: Millet price trend in Sahel capital cities  

 
 
Terms of trade for goat/millet further deteriorated in Niger and 
worsened food access for households. In Abalak, a household could 
obtain 41 kg of millet by selling a goat as compared to 52 kg a 
month ago. These terms of trade remain unfavorable to herders (-
47%) compared to the 5-year average. 
 

In Mali, terms of trade for sheep/millet further deteriorated. In 
Bandiagara, a herder could obtain 168 kg of millet by selling a 
sheep as compared to 278 kg a year ago. These terms of trade 
remain unfavorable to herders (-15%) compared to the 3-year 
average. 
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mpact on food security I 
In Ghana, the preliminary results of a survey conducted in May by 
WFP and its partners, in the three northern regions of Ghana (Norther, 
Upper East and Upper West) indicate that: 
- More than 1 million people are food insecure (poor food consump-
tion score) in the three northern regions, equating to a quarter of the 
population within those regions. The analysis will determine the pro-
portion of households who are chronically food insecure and the pro-
portion of households who are food insecure due to a recent shock. 

- 27 percent of rural households are food insecure as compared to 19 
per cent of urban households. 
- With 37 percent, Upper East is the region where the highest propor-
tion of food insecure households is located. 
- 30 percent of small farmers (cultivating 5 acres or less) are food inse-
cure 
- 71 percent of households rely on farming maize crops. 
-Female-headed households and households with uneducated heads 
are more food insecure than other households. 
- In northern areas, food-producing farmers are constrained by several 
factors: only one rainy season followed by a long lean season, inade-
quate access to fertilizers, poor soil fertility, lack of funds to support 
expansion in production and limited irrigation. 
- 40 percent of vulnerable households pointed to crop failure as the 
most common shock while 19 percent pointed to high food prices. 

- More than 67 percent of households in northern Ghana reported a 
decrease in their income over the previous year. 

 
In Chad, according to the results of the SMART survey undertaken by 
UNICEF and partners between May and July 2012, infant malnutrition 
rates have significantly increased in the Sahel belt. The SMART 
(Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of Relief and Transitions) 
survey, conducted in 11 regions of the Sahel (Lac, Hadjer-Lamis, Batha, 

Guera, Ouaddai, Kanem, Barh-El-Ghazal, Salamat, Sila, Wadi-Fira 
and N’Djamena), reveals global 
acute malnutrition (GAM) rates 
between 12.6 percent and 24.9 
percent. Nine of the eleven regions 
are above the emergency threshold 
of 15 per cent determined by the 
World Health Organization (WHO). 
In 2011, only six regions had 
reached this level of malnutrition. 
A comparison between the EFSA 
and SMART nutrition surveys shows 
elevated levels of food insecurity 
and global acute malnutrition in 
most regions. However, it is also 
worth noting that in certain regions 
where malnutrition is high, levels of 
food insecurity are relatively low 
(e.g., Hadjer Lamis). This indicates 
that factors other than food secu-
rity (hygiene and health conditions, 
issues related to breast-feeding, 
etc.) could have detrimental effects 
on the nutritional situation of chil-
dren in the Sahel belt in Chad. 

 
 

In Senegal, results of the SMART nutrition survey conducted in May 
indicate that GAM rates increased since the last survey conducted in 
November 2011. The preliminary results show GAM rates above the 15 
percent critical threshold in Podor, Kanel and Ranerou and above 10 
percent in 13 departments. 
 

In Mauritania and Niger, results of the SMART nutrition surveys con-
ducted in July 2012 should be available soon. 
 

SMART surveys are planned in Burkina Faso, The Gambia (at the na-
tional level), Cameroon (Adamaoua, North, Extreme-Nord, East, South 
and Centre) and Mali (Kayes, Koulikoro, Mopti, Segou, Sikasso and Ba-
mako). The training of enumerators is underway and data collection is 
planned (from August to September) in Burkina Faso, Cameroon and 
Mali. In The Gambia, the training will start in August and data collection 
will take place in September/October. 

 

2012 cashew nut season in Guinea Bissau 
 

Cashew nut production decreased by 30 percent to 40 percent compared to last year (Ministry of Agriculture). Producers produced 
less but were able to sell part of their yield before the international drop in prices (mid-June). A significant quantity of cashew nut is 
expected to be exported. Due to the coup that delayed exports — exporters could not sell on time and at a good price on the interna-
tional market— and because of increasing production volume of cashew nut on the international market from countries like Brazil, 
India, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, etc., exporters could not sell all of their production. These disruptions will have a negative impact on 
exporters and State incomes and on the next season. 

REPUBLIC OF GHANA: FOOD CONSUMPTION SCORES, 2012 
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 Normal start to the growing season in the Sa-

hel except in localized areas where growing 

conditions of crops are disrupted by climate 

hazards. 

 However, an early end of rainfall and the de-

sert locust threat (which could jeopardize the 

crop yields) should not be completely ex-

cluded by the end of harvests (October-

November) 

 The rise of grain prices — and at high levels  

— in the Sahel is affecting the purchasing 

power, the food access and the nutrition 

status of the most vulnerable households. 

Conclusions 

Recommendations for the regional food security and nutrition  
working group 
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Support the joint mission CILSS-FAO-FEWS NET-WFP-
Governments for the monitoring of the growing season  

Support the regional programme to combat locust infesta-
tions and strengthen national plans (Mali, Mauritania, Niger, 

Chad) 

Urgently support livestock activities and fund 2012-2013 
off-season activities 

 

Reach a consensus on the assessment of the harvests 

Increase efficiency of locust control operations  

(monitoring, control, logistic, equipment) 

 

Compensate for the weak response to the agricultural sector by  
supporting livestock activities as well as activities during the 2012-

2013 off-season 

Better understand the impact on the Sahel countries and especially on 
import-dependent countries 

 

Closely monitor the prices of wheat and maize on the US 
market and in the region 

Mark your calendars ! 
> Regional meeting on the agriculture and food security outlook in West Africa and the Sahel (PREGEC): 4 and 5 September 2012, in 
Dakar 
 

> Harvest assessment joint missions (CILSS/FAO/FEWS NET/WFP/Governments) :  
   Coastal countries:  from 24 September to 6 October 2012 
   CILSS countries: from 28 October to 9 November 2012 
 

> Workshop on resilience  (FAO, OCHA, WFP, UNDP, UNICEF): from 9 to 11 October 2012  
 

> Training on FEWS NET methodologies: from 27 to 31 August, in Dakar 
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