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471,588 people have returned to Northern Province as of 31 October 2012 
Source: Compiled by UNHCR from district and Government data 

 

I. SITUATION OVERVIEW & HIGHLIGHTS 

Returns and displacement 
By the end of October 2012, 471,588 people 
(141,336 families) had returned to the 
Northern Province. This figure includes 
241,467 people (76,885 families) displaced 
after April 2008 and 230,121 persons (64,451 
families) displaced before April 20081.  
 
With the closure of Menik Farm IDP camp in 
Vavuniya district, there are no ‘new IDPs’ living 
in camps in the country. An additional 7,329 
IDPs (1,981 families) from the protracted or 
long-term caseload, displaced prior to April 
2008, remained in welfare centres in Jaffna 
and Vavuniya districts.  
 
The Government and the UN are committed 
to finding solutions for displaced people, who 
sought shelter with friends and relatives, left 
camps and are still living with host families, or 
are stranded in transit sites. Additionally long-
term IDPs seek assistance to reclaim their 
homes and properties or integrate in their 
host communities 
 
 
Emergency Response 
 
In the end of October, a deep depression formed in the Bay of Bengal strengthened to a tropical cyclone affected Sri Lanka and 
southern India. According to the Disaster Management Centre (DMC), over 137,000 people were affected by flooding, heavy rain, 
earth slips and winds. Half of the affected population (over 50,000 affected and over 3,000 displaced) was in the newly returned 
areas in the Northern Province, especially Mullaitivu district (about 24,000). The district authorities responded to the local needs 
immediately by providing early warning, evacuation to designated safer areas and provision of cooked meals for three days. At the 
evacuation centres the Government provided basic levels of water and sanitation facilities and dry sleeping conditions. In addition, 
the Government allocated around Rs 200 million (approx US$ 1.5 million) to provide relief and facilities to the people affected 
island-wide. This relief allocation will be used to provide food assistance, water & sanitation facilities and repairing of damaged 
houses. 
 
The Ministry of Disaster Management through the National Disaster Relief Services Centre (NDRSC) requested international 
assistance to provide Non-Food Items (NFIs) to the affected population in the Northern Province. Save the Children, Oxfam GB, 
World Vision and Sri Lanka Red Cross Society provided NFI assistance in the affected Northern districts.  
 
Humanitarian Funding 
The 2012 Joint Plan of Assistance for the Northern Province (JPA) remains underfunded at US$ 33 million, or 23% of the total 
request of US$ 147 million for the humanitarian response in the Northern Province. The total humanitarian funds received  during 
2012 are $52.7 million with $19 million received outside the JPA. (Visit the Financial Tracking Service 
http://fts.unocha.org/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencies&section=CE&year=2012 for more details.) 

 

                                                            
1 There are two major caseloads of displaced people in Sri Lanka. ‘New’ IDPs were displaced after April 2008, when the Government began its campaign to bring the war 
to a decisive end. The ‘old’ (long-term) caseload refers to those displaced prior to April 2008. Note that the total population returned to their areas of origin includes 
returns from both categories of IDPs. 
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Compiled by OCHA | website: http://www.hpsl.lk 
 

JOINT HUMANITARIAN AND EARLY RECOVERY UPDATE
October 2012 – Report #47

2 

II. SECTOR OVERVIEWS & HIGHLIGHTS  

Sector activities support the work of their Government counterparts. Contributions to the JH/ERU from partner agencies 
highlighting their project operations are welcome through the respective Cluster Lead.  
 

Civil Administration and National Protection Mechanisms | Sector Leads: UNDP and UNHCR 
Partners include CARE, DRC, FORUT, LEADS, SCiSL, UNDP, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, World Vision

 
 Under UNDP’s Equal Access to Justice Project, nationally implemented by the Ministry of National Languages and Social 

Integration a total of 14 mobile programmes and seminars were conducted in the Northern Province benefiting over 3,000 
individuals (see Table 1).  

 
Table 1: Mobile Programmes and Seminars conducted under the Equal Access to Justice Programme during October 2012 
Description No. of 

Programmes 
DSDs District No. of 

Beneficiaries 
Pre-Mobile programmes with funding support from UNHCR 5 Musali Mannar 525 

Final Mobile programme (2 days) 1 Maritimepattu Mullaitivu 2,135 

Legal awareness programmes through Sarvodaya on Sexual 
and Gender Based Violence (SGBV), domestic violence, child 
abuse and alcohol problems for CBOs 

4 Chavakachcheri Jaffna 620 

Sri Lanka Bar Association conducted legal aid camps and 
seminars for the public officers to enhance their legal 
knowledge  

3 Palai, Karachchi, 
Kandawali 

Kilinochchi 176 

1 PTK, 
Maritimepattu, 
Thunukkai 

Mullaitivu 146 

Total 14   3,602 

Source: UNDP, November 2012 
 

 Further, five Legal Aid Commission (LAC) field offices in the Northern Province, with the support of NRC’s Information, 
Counseling and Legal Assistance (ICLA) Project, handled a total of 109 legal cases.  Fourteen awareness sessions were organized 
for 759 beneficiaries on topics related to housing, land and property rights, as well as women and child rights. Further, LAC 
conducted seven training sessions for 261 participants from community based organizations (CBOs) and Government 
stakeholders on land law, family laws and the procedures to recover documentation based on the needs of IDPs and returnees. 
 

 

Education and Sports | Sector Lead: UNICEF 
Partners include ChildFund Sri Lanka, CORDAID, DRC, FORUT, IOM, Janasuwaya/PWJ, NRC, OfERR (Ceylon), Oxfam 
Australia, PARCIC, PWJ, RtR, SCiSL, SEED, Sewalanka Foundation, Tdh, UMCOR, UNDP, UNICEF, WVI and ZOA  
 
 WV through the Child Rights Probation Officer facilitated a child rights awareness programme in Sarasali for 85 children. The 

children gained thorough knowledge on child rights, how to secure their rights and whom to approach when rights are violated. 
 WV assisted the Kilinochchi Zonal Department of Education to organize the Children’s Day program in Kilinochchi district with 

the participation of 250 children. 
 In Kilinochchi, the Teacher’s Day programme was organized to recognize the hard work of 400 pre-school teachers and 

encourage them to continue their good contribution for social development. WV supported this event providing souvenirs and 
trophies.  

 WV provided allowances to 22 pre-school teachers in 13 communities in Mannar district. This would encourage regular 
attendance by teachers and commitment towards the children learning under them. WV also established five children’s’ parks in 
pre-schools in Mannar providing an opportunity for the children to enjoy leisure activities in a secure environment within the 
pre-school premises.  

 WV organized children’s rights awareness raising program which was facilitated by the Probation Officer for over 163 students 
from secondary schools in Nanattan DSD. This session is among a series of programs which are being held every month under 
the patronage of the Zonal Department of Education and supported by WV. 

r 
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Map 2: Agricultural Assistance for Maha 2012/13 Season  

Source: FAO, November 2012 

 Three counseling programs were held in Kattaspaththiry and Mannar DSDs which were facilitated by Catholic clergy with 
expertise in counseling. They provided counseling support to about 100 children and 43 members of the Women Rural 
Development Societies of the same divisions. This program was also instrumental in teaching community members on how to 
listen to their peers and tackle certain psychosocial issues at a very basic level. 

 In October, SewaLanka Foundation repaired school buildings in 26 schools in Jaffna (11), Mullaitivu (3), Mannar (5), and 
Vavuniya (7) districts with financial support from Nippon Foundation. Further, in Vavuniya North DSD, Sewalanka Foundation 
constructed two school buildings with financial and technical assistance from th eEU, Welthungerhilfe, Handicap International 
and ACTED. 

 
 

Food Security, Agriculture and Livelihoods | Sector Leads: FAO, WFP and UNDP 
Partners include ACTED,  CARE,  Caritas,  ChildFund Sri Lanka,  CORDAID,  DRC,  FAO,  FORUT,  FOSDOO,  GTZ 
ProMiS,  HI,  ILO,  IOM,  Janasuwaya/PWJ,  JEN,  LEADS,  Muslim Aid,  N-GACDO,  NRC,  OfERR (Ceylon),  Oxfam 
Australia,  Oxfam GB,  PARCIC,  PIN,  Practical Action, WFP, World Vision, UNDP and ZOA 
 
Agriculture 

 According to the Socio Economics and Planning Centre of the Department of Agriculture, the sown extent of the national Yala 
2012 harvest is 395,902 ha and over 47,000 ha of paddy land were affected by the drought conditions during June – September 
2012. The revised production forecast expects 1.213 million mt for Yala 2012 production which is 35% lower compared to the 
production in 2011. Further, the 2012 production is 21% lower than the average production of the last five Yala seasons.The 
cultivated extent of all other field crops (OFCs) was 71,478 ha during the 2012 Yala season and sustained 4,987 ha of damages 
due to the drought conditions. However, compared with the 2011 Yala OFC production, the 2012 production has increased 
substantially except for finger millet and gingelly.  

 Though 20 districts out of total 25 districts were severely affected due to the drought in 2012, the production of upcountry and 
low country vegetables increased this year compared to 2011, except for a few vegetables such as beet root, leaks and brinjal.  

 Through AusAID and USAID funding, FAO is providing paddy, OFC and vegetable seeds and other agricultural inputs to over 
24,000 recently returned households to cultivate the Maha 2012/13 season in Kilinochchi (5,161) and Mullaitivu (19,065) districts 
(see Map 2 below).  
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Photograph 2: Renovated Ago-wells in Mullaitivu by ZOA. Credit: ZOA 

 Agriculture and fishing are the main income generating activities in Mullaithivu district. However, due to destruction and 
damages to agro-wells and other facilities in the district, returnee families are facing difficulties in reintegration to normal life 
with sustainable income generation options. In support of the farmer families in Mullaitivu, ZOA renovated 32 agro-wells in 
Karunadekerny, Kokkilai East, Kokkuthoduwai centre, Kokkuthoduwai North and Kokkuthoduwai West Grama Niladhari Divisions 
(GNDs) in Mullaithivu district. The selected beneficiaries who own cultivation land between 1 and 4 acres sowed their seed 
during October expecting a good  harvest since they now have a stable agro-well which will enable them to draw enough water 
for cultivation throughout the year.  

 

Livelihood 

1. In Jaffna District IOM targets four returned fishermen communities at Mathagal, Senthankulam, Maruthankerny and Passaiyoor. 
Vital infrastructure is (re) constructed to start and improve livelihood activities. Fish auction centres at Mathagal and 
Senthankulam provide a single permanent point for selling, enhancing the community’s leverage in negotiating prices. A 20% 
increase of overall community income had been monitored with the implementation of this targeted assistance. Cleared sea 
access path in Senthankulam enables unrestricted fishing using bigger boats increasing profits by 15% encouraging savings. 
The College of Fisheries and Nautical Engineering (CoFNE) has trained 119 fishermen in marine chart reading, satellite 
navigation (with GPS equipment) and OBM repair which has provided confidence for the fishermen to use high capacity multi-
day boats; a fundamental change from traditional methods. Fishermen now venture into the deep sea, expanding their 
traditional catchment areas. Navigation equipment also reduces unintended movement into Indian waters, which is a major 
conflict issue at local, national and regional levels. Construction of the ice plant in Maruthankerny has commenced and will 
satisfy storage and ice requirements for 15 coastal villages including 2,487 resettled families in Vadamarachchi East, a thin strip 
of land with a 53 km long coastal line. Rehabilitation of the Passaiyoor Jetty and anchorage, (used by 682 returnee families 
from 5 GNDs) is ongoing. The anchorage due to non-maintenance is a shallow basin sheltered by three partially damaged 
breakwater segments. Rehabilitation will reduce potential damage to boats, encourage investments in bigger boats, and will 
allow movement irrespective of tidal changes.  

 In Kandavali DSD, Kilinochchi district, Sewalanka Foundation with financial support from the Embassy of Japan assisted 178 
families to cultivate paddy, constructed 1 spill, renovated 3.4km of rural road and distributed 10 bicycles and 39 fishing gears. In 
Maritimepattu DSD, Mullaitivu district, Sewalanka Foundation distributed home gardening tools to 300 families, 160 perennial 
crop packs and 160 seed paddy packs, and helped 100 individuals to generate income through cash-for-work programmes with 
financial support from Diakonie. In Mannar district, Madhu DSD, with financial support from EU, Welthungerhilfe, Handicap 
International and ACTED, Sewalanka Foundation constructed 31 common halls including seed store, renovated a common 
building and playground and distributed one campaign harvester. In Vavuniya North DSD, Vavuniya district, Sewalanka 
Foundation conducted training programmes on household level honey production, onion seed production, home gardening, 
food crop cultivation, and small scale industry packaging. In addition, constructed six culverts, assisted four small businesses 
and constructed two rice mills and paddy storages in Vavuniya North DSD.  

 In Jaffna district, WV conducted the 3rd agricultural training on fertilizer management through the agricultural instructor at 
Madduvil North as part of the Salinity Reclamation Project and distributed fertilizers and paddy seeds among the participants. 
The beneficiaries of the project completed the land preparation process and commenced paddy cultivation in the reclaimed 
areas. Below photographs show comparison of before and after situation of the project implementation 
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Photograph 3: Before and after land reclamation and fertilizer management. Credit: WV 

                                              
Photograph 4: Before and after agro-well renovation. Credit: WV 

 
Photograph 5: Livelihood package assistance.  
Credit: ZOA 

 
 Damages to agro-wells has been the main difficulty faced by recent returnees in starting with agriculture activities with 

adequate water supply. WV completed the construction of 16 agro-wells in Chankanai and Chavakachcheri DSDs in Jaffna 
district ensuring access to adequate water quantities for farming activities benefiting over 54 families. 

 In Jaffna district WV established two school herbal gardens with micro irrigation systems for plant watering and distributed 138 
varieties of plants to each school including name tags for each plant.   

 In Karachchi DSD, Kilinochchi district, WV conducted four training programmes on marketing for 120 participants as part of a 
grant from Japan Platform Fund. Further, an awareness programme on livestock rearing was conducted in Karachchi DSD with 
the support from the Veterinary Department for 60 participants and distributed goats to 10 families. Together with the district 
psychosocial counselor and the district probation officer, WV conducted leadership training for 40 participants from CBOs, 
parents and members from the parent committee in Karachchi DSD. 

 In October, ZOA together with HALO Trust distributed a total of 101 
livelihood packages in Jaffna and Trincomalee districts with financial 
support from EO Metterdaad and DFID. In addition, 19 livelihood packages 
were distributed in recently released areas in Mullaitivu district. ZOA 
ensured that all livelihood packages were tailor-made to suit for different 
needs of the beneficiaries to increase the usage and benefits. With USAID 
assistance, ZOA distributed 19 Economic Recovery and Market Systems 
(ERMS) packages to vulnerable families in Kilinochchi. The ERMS package 
includes equipment such as salon chair, generator and tools to establish a 
beauty parlor, or number of plastic chairs which beneficiaries rent for 
functions and generate income, grocery shops, carpentry tools and sewing 
machines. A livelihood feasibility form was completed to determine what 
assistance would be best and how it can generate a profit for the family. 
Once completed packages were tailor-made to the needs of each beneficiary. 
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Photograph 6: Renovated Children’s ward and children’s park at Chankani Hospital, Jaffna. Credit: WV 

 

Health and Nutrition |  Sector Lead: WHO 
Partners include  CHA-Mercy Malaysia, Christian Aid, HI, IOM, MSF France, MSF Holland, MTI, Muslim Aid, ORHAN, 
TdH, UNFPA, UNICEF, WHO, World Vision and ZOA  

Health 
 At the request of the Secretary of Health, the Governor of the Northern Province and with coordination from the 

Provincial and Regional Directors of Health Services (RDHS) in the Northern districts, since September 2012, IOM supports five 
fully equipped 24 hour ambulance services in the districts of Jaffna, Kilinochchi and Mullativu. These ambulances serve remote 
and rural hospitals in these districts. IOM also supports five vehicles for outreach clinic activities from General Hospitals in these 
districts, including Vavuniya district. The total number of patients transferred in IOM ambulances since September is 940. 

 The total number of patients registered at IOM supported Medical Officer of Health (MOH) outreach mobile clinics (conducted 
in partnership with RDHS offices and District General hospitals of Vavuniya, Kilinochchi and Mullativu and Jaffna districts) was 
692. These interventions have significantly strengthened the capacity of referral and specialized outreach clinical services to 
populations living in rural and remote areas in Northern District. 

 As dengue fever prevention campaign, the health core group members together with WV from Sarasalai South, Kaithady West 
and Vaddu South in Thenmaradchi DSD, Jaffna district have been conducting regular family visits. In addition they have 
distributed health and WASH awareness posters for 30 pre-schools in Chavakachcheri and Chankanai DSDs. Teachers have been 
able to use these posters to teach children about good hygiene practices. 

 WV completed renovating the children’s ward and a children’s park at Chankani hospital. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Under the Mental Health and Psychosocial Support Project funded by AusAID and ECHO, WV conducted three awareness 

sessions on coping skills and mental health in Mullaitivu district for 76 youths who are associated with the Vocational Training 
Center (VTA). In addition, an awareness session on mental health referral system and psychological first aid (PFA) was conducted 
by the Medical Officer for Mental Health (MOMH) for 55 midwives and Public Health Inspectors (PHIs) in Mullaitivu district. In 
addition, WV organized a sports-meet for the care giver’s society and clients on mental health day in Kilinochchi district for 200 
individuals including children with special needs. In Mannar district, WV distributed 80 banners among 80 schools and 1,200 
stickers among the public to raise awareness on mental health. WV assisted the Mannar district in celebrating Mental Health 
Day during which WV handed over the fully constructed community support centres in Musali and Adampan to RDHS Mannar. 
In addition WV supported the Jaffna Provincial Education Department to celebrate the Mental Health Day including distributing 
around 6,000 leaflets to create awareness on mental health.  

 UNOPS continues supporting the district health improvements through constructing hospital buildings, staff quarters and 
wards in the Northern Province. Construction of staff quarters in Mullaitivu General Hospital progressed with 16% completed. 
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Mine Action | Sector Lead: UNDP  
 
Coordination and Government Partners  
 The Government is yet to release 15 GNDs in Tellippalai DSD, Jaffna district for mine action interventions. 
 
Table 2: Clearance and Contamination Summary (in km2) 
District Area Cleared (MFD 

and BAC) in October 
Area Released 
Through Survey 
in October 

New Areas Identified 
in October 

Area Cleared/ 
Released since Jan 
2012 

Estimated CHA 
Remaining 

Mannar 0.067 0 0.048 0.888 31.214 

Mullaitivu 6.238 0 0.278 15.486 19.484 

Vavuniya 0.095 0 0.001 1.047 7.577 

Batticaloa 0 0 0.048 0.188 14.672 

Trincomalee 0 0 0.000 0.019 3.358 

Amapara 0 0 0.000 0.000 0.037 

Anuradhapura 0 0 0.000 0.000 3.351 

Pollanaruwa 0 0 0.000 0.000 0.181 

 Jaffna 0 0 0.356 0.600 4.164 

Kilinochchi 0 0 0.171 2.718 19.453 

Total 6.400km2 0 0.902km2 20.946km2 103.491km2 

Source:  UNDP, October 2012 

 
Table 3: Land release during October 2012 and socio-economic purpose of new tasks issued2 
 

Source:  UNDP, October 2012 

                                                            
2
 Referring to tasks on land that was restricted to the public and/or marked off as hazardous at the time the task was issued. 

 

District Released through clearance (minefield and BAC) Planned socio-economic purpose for tasks issued in the 
reporting period 

Vavuniya One clearance task completed and handed over to 
the authorities in Vavuniya DSD 

 

Mannar  One clearance task issued in Manthai West DSD for livelihood 
and residential purposes. 

Mullaitivu Five clearance tasks completed and 1 clearance task 
partially completed and handed over to the 
authorities in Maritimenpattu and Puthukudiyiruppu 
DSDs 

Three clearance tasks issued in Puthukudiyiruppu DSD, three 
clearance tasks issued in Thunukkai DSD, one clearance task 
issued in Manthai East DSD and one clearance task issued in 
Maritimenpattu DSD for livelihood and residential purposes. 

Kilinochchi  Five clearance tasks issued for supporting resettlement, fishing 
and livelihood purposes in Karachchi , Poonagari, Kandavalai 
and Pachchilaipalli DSDs. 

Jaffna  Four clearance tasks issued for supporting resettlement, fishing 
and livelihood purposes in Maruthankerny and Kopay DSDs 
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Table 4: DSDs where new contamination was identified during October 2012 

Source:  UNDP, October 2012 

 
Table 5: Ongoing tasks as at 31October 2012 
Source:  UNDP, October 2012 

 
Mine Risk Education 
 Mine Risk Education (MRE) continues among host and resettled communities in the Northern and Eastern Provinces with 49,171 

people receiving MRE in October 2012. Accelerated MRE activities are continuing in newly returned villages of the Mullaitivu 
district. 

 4,612 sets of MRE materials were distributed and posted in Mine/ERW contaminated villages.  
 Fifteen people with special needs were supported through physical rehabilitation and income generation actions in Thelliplai 

DSD of Jaffna district.  
 Approximately 30,000 community members were reached through MRE during Mawattapuram Kandasamy Kovil temple festival 

and Thelliplaipalai Dhurgay Amman Temple festival. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

District Estimated contamination  
(Confirmed Hazardous Area) 

Known contamination  
(Defined Hazardous Area) 

Vavuniya Vavuniya DSD NA 

Mannar Manthai West  DSD NA 

Mullaitivu Maritimepattu DSD NA 

Ampara NA NA 

Batticaloa Koralaipattu and Manmunai South West DSDs NA 

Jaffna NA Maruthankerny DSD 

Kilinochchi NA Karachchi and Poonagari DSDs 

District Surveys and Assessments Clearance by DS Division 
Vavuniya NA Two GNDs in Vavuniya Town DSD, one GND in Vavuniya North 

DSD. 

Mannar NA Four GNDs in Madhu DSD, one GND in Mannar Town DSD, two 
GNDs in Manthai West DSD. 

Mullaitivu  NA Two GNDs in Manthai East DSD, four GNDs in Maritimenpattu 
DSD, one GND in Oddusuddan DSD, one GND in Thunukkai 
DSD, eleven1 GNDs in Puthukudiyiruppu DSD.  

Batticaloa NA Kumpurumooali GND in Kaoralaipattu DSD. 

Trincomalee NA - 

Jaffna  NA Two GNDs in Maruthankerni DSD, two GND in Chavakachcheri 
DSD, two GNDs in Thellipalai DSD, six GNDs in Kopay DSD and 
one GND in Nallur DSD. 

Kilinochchi Resurveys of Confirmed Hazardous Areas are 
being conducted in Poonakari, Kandawallai, 
Pachchilaipalli and Karachchi DSDs 

Twelve GNDs in Kandawalai DSD, six GNDs in Pachchipallai DSD,
16 GNDs in Karachchi DSD; five GNDs in Poonakari DSD. 
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Table 6: MRE Coverage 
District Coverage for the 

month (October ) 
Coverage since Jan 
2012 

Vavuniya 5,714 24,010 

Mannar 7218 39,146 

Mullaitivu 12,612 61,473 

Kilinochchi 7312 40,621 

Jaffna 8201 48,124 

Batticaloa / Ampara / Trincomalee 8114 48,055 

Total 49,171 261,429 

Source:  UNICEF, October 2012 

 
Table 7: Mines and ERW Reported by Community Members 
District Mines/ERW Reported 

Vavuniya 37 

Mannar 31 

Mullaitivu 665 

Kilinochchi 52 

Jaffna 106 

Batticaloa / Ampara / Trincomalee 13 

Total 904 
Source:  UNICEF, October2012 
 
 Table 8: Mine/ERW Accidents and Casualties  
Month  Mine/ERW Accidents  Mine ERW Casualties  
January  3 8 

February  1 1 

March 3 9 

April  2 4 

May  4 4 

June  2 2 

July  5 6 

August  2 2 

September  1 3 

October 1 2 

Total  24 41 
Source:  UNICEF, October 2012 
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Source: UNHCR, November 2012 

Shelter, Non-Food Items (NFIs) and Permanent Housing |  Sector Leads: UN-HABITAT and UNHCR 
Partners include ACTED, ASB, CARE, Caritas, CORDAID, DRC, FORUT, FOSDOO, Habitat for Humanity Sri Lanka, IOM, 
JEN, LEADS, Muslim Aid, NRC,  OfERR (Ceylon), OHRD, Oxfam Australia, PIN, PWJ, SAH, SCiSL, SEED, Sewalanka 
Foundation, SLRCS,  SciSL,  Tdh, UMCOR, UN-HABITAT, UNHCR, UNOPS, WVI and ZOA 

Shelter Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In partnership with HALO Trust and funding from DFID, ZOA is in the process of constructing a 2km road from Ootupulam till 
Ponnagar, Murukandy (close to the A9 road) in Kilinochchi district. This will provide wider economic and other social 
opportunities and access to core facilities for the communities living in Ootupulam and also the surroundings villages.  

 In Maritimepattu and PTK DSDs in Mullaitivu district, a total of 266 beneficiaries have been selected and approved by relevant 
government officials to receive transitional shelters. Material for all 266 shelters already been purchased. Currently 82 shelters 
have been constructed and 184 are in progress. 

 In Malligathivu and Mandhuwil DSDs in Mullaitivu district, Sewalanka Foundation constructed 55 shelters with financial support 
from USAID. 

 

Non-Food Items (NFI) Update 

 A total of 420 NFI kits were distributed to IDP returnee families in Mannar, Jaffna, Mullaitvu and Vavuniya districts. In total 
129,167 NFI kits have been distributed in the North and East since August 2009. 

 

Permanent Housing 

 Donors and government projects are currently committed to support the building and repair of 37,301 houses against a total 
‘need’ in excess of 100,000 houses in the Northern Province. As of 31st of October, 2012, there were 21,933 New Houses 
completed, 6,070 houses were in progress while 1,694 houses were yet to commence against a commitment of 29,697 for full 
reconstruction (Table 9). Further, agencies have completed Major Repairs on 6,089 houses while work is on-going on 463 
houses, and work on 131 houses is yet to commence from a total commitment of 6,688 houses (Table 10).  Agencies have also 
completed the full construction of 551 Core Houses and have 305 in progress, while work on 65 houses is yet to commence 
against a total commitment of 921 houses. 
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Table 9: Total # of permanent houses - full-reconstruction 
District Committed Progress  Completed To be 

started 
Agencies 

Vavuniya 4,226 1,537 2,383 306 ASB, SEED, UN-Habitat, UNDP, GOI, NHDA 

Kilinochchi 9,269 1,524 7,135 610 UN-Habitat, SLRCS/IFRC, NEHRP, Caritas, GOI, 
Swiss Labour Assistance,  SDC,NHDA, NRC, 
Shanthi Community 

Mullaitivu 5,419 1,125 4,144 150 NEHRP, SLRCS/GRC,UN- Habitat, SLRCS/JRC, 
SDC, GOI, UNDP,NHDA, SLRCS/IFRC 

Mannar 3,070 805 2,237 28 NEHRP, SLRCS/NRC, Caritas, CTF, Muslim Aid,  
UNDP, Family Health Programme, GOI, People’s 
Bank, NHDA, UN-Habitat, MWDF, SLRCS/IFRC 

Jaffna 7,713 1,079 6,034 600 NEHRP, UN-Habitat, SDC, Caritas, GOI, 
UNDP,NHDA, SLRCS/IFRC 

Total 29,697 6,070 21,933 1,694   

Source: District Secretariats, Planning Divisions, Agencies, Deputy Programme Directors – NEHRP. Compiled by: UN-Habitat  

Table 10: Total # of Permanent houses – Repairs 
District Committed Progress Completed To be started Agencies 

Vavuniya 284 1 283 0 SEED, PIN, Offer Ceylon, REPPIA, UN-Habitat 

Kilinochchi 3,084 122 2,939 23 UN-Habitat, REPPIA, Caritas, NHDA, SDC 

Mullathivu 3,058 340 2,650 68 Caritas, UMCOR, SLRCs/GRC, UN-Habitat 

Mannar 233 0 193 40 CTF, Muslim Aid, YGRO, Offer Ceylon, 
Sarvodaya, Habitat for Humanity 

Jaffna 24 0 24 0 UNDP, SLRCs/IFRC 

Total 6,683 463 6,089 131   

Source: District Secretariats, Planning Divisions, Agencies, Deputy Programme Directors – NEHRP. Compiled by: UN-Habitat  

Table 11: Total # of Permanent houses – Core houses 
District Committed Progress Completed To be started Agencies 

Vavuniya 89 0 89 0 NRC 

Kilinochchi 386 253 68 65 Sarvodaya, NRC 

Mullaithivu 187 42 145 0 Caritas, NRC 

Mannar 100 0 100 0 Habitat for Humanity, RDF 

Jaffna 159 10 149 0 UMCOR, Caritas,Habitat for Humanity 

Total 921 305 551 65  

Source: District Secretariats, Planning Divisions, Agencies, Deputy Programme Directors – NEHRP. Compiled by: UN-Habitat   
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 In Ampalavanpokkanai, Mulliwaikal West and Semmankuntru DSDs in Mullaitivu district, ZOA cleaned 290 wells with financial 

support from USAID. This includes both common and individual wells with three wells in PTK tested and receiving 0 coliform 
bacteria results. The other wells will undergo water testing soon. Five wells were constructed in Thimbili and 2 new wells are in 
progress in Ananthapuram. Water bowsering has also taken place under this project. The Pradeshiya Sabha has provided the 
village of Ananthapuram with plastic water tanks and ZOA conducted water bowsering from a common well in PTK East to the 
plastic tanks in Ananthapuram.  
 

 In Jaffna and Kilinochchi, 33 toilets were constructed for vulnerable families. Before the construction of the toilets ZOA has 
meetings with all beneficiaries to brief them on the construction and how the process will take place. ZOA project officers run 
through how to maintain the facility as well as essential hygiene awareness practices. During this time beneficiaries can also offer 
their feedback and concerns as well as adding any modifications to the construction design. While ZOA has a standard latrine 
design beneficiaries can make alternations to this as long as it keeps to Sphere Standards without exceeding the budget. 
Beneficiaries can also contribute their own finances to make any remodeling changes they wish. 

 With financial support from the International Rescue Committee (IRC), Sewalanka Foundation constructed 20 water facilities and 
60 sanitation facilities in Jaffna district. In October, Sewalanka Foundation supplied water for 512 families and constructed 25 
toilets in Malligaithivu and Manthuvil DSDs in Mullaitivu district with USAID funding. With financial support from EU, 
Welthungerhilfe, Handicap International and ACTED, Sewalanka Foundation constructed a tube well in Madhu DSD, Mannar 
district and constructed three tube wells and repaired four wells in Vavuniya North DSD, Vauniya district.  
 

Table 12: Total # of toilets repaired/constructed (completed) 

District Total as 
of 30 Sept 

12 

Achievements 
in Oct 12 

Total as 
of 31 Oct 

12 

Ongoing Agencies in October 2012 

Jaffna 2,530 31 2,561 330 DRC,NRC,UNICEF,SLF,ZOA,CARITAS,SDC,ZOA, 
TRRO,IOM,SWL,SLRCS,WV, UNICEF/ACLG 

Kilinochchi 3,787 40 3,827 1,850 UNICEF/SLF,UNOPS, IOM, Cordaid, UNICEF/ACLG, 
ZOA 

Mannar 3,224 0 3,324 817 UNICEF/Muslim Aid, IOM, ACTED, ZOA, 
SARVODAYA/OXFAM, UNHABITAT, UNICEF, ACLG, 
RDHS, ZDE, NWSDB 

Mullaitivu  2,670 0 2,670 4,993 IOM, NRC, SCiSL, UNICEF/RDF, UNOPS, CARE 
International, UNHABITAT, ACLG, RDHS, ZDE, NWSDB 

Vavuniya  5,762  0 5,762 2,553 UNICEF, UNOPS, VOVCOD, Muslim Aid, CARITAS, 
UNHABITAT, ACLG, RDHS, ZDE, NWSDB, SLRCS/CRC 

Total 12,211 71 18,144 10,543 

Source: UNICEF, November 2012  
 
Table 13: Total # of wells cleaned/rehabilitated/constructed (completed) 

District Total as of 
30 Sept 12 

Achievements 
in Oct 12 

Total as of 
30 Oct 12 

Ongoing Agencies in October 2012 

Jaffna 1,396 20 1,416 140  DRC,NRC, UNICEF,SLF,IOM,YCRO,SLRCS, 

Kilinochchi  2,764 10 2,764 143 UNICEF/WRB, WVI, UNICEF/SLF, UNOPS, ZOA, UNICEF/WB, 
CTF/CordAid 

Mannar 1,390 0 1,390 22 UNICEF, UNICEF/ACLG Mannar, ZOA, WVI, IOM, 
SARVODAYA/OXFAM, NWSDB, ACLGs, ZDE and RDHS 

Mullaitivu  2,651 0 2,651 248 UNICEF, MTI, Oxfam Australia, CARE, LEADS,CARE International, 
NWSDB, ACLGs, ZDE and RDHS 

Vavuniya  5,103 0 5,103 1,005 UNICEF, Oxfam Australia, SEED, RDF, OFERR, Sewalanka, RI, 
FOSDOO, SEED, NWSDB, ACLGs, ZDE and RDHS 

Total 13,304 30 13,324 1,558 

Source: UNICEF, November 2012  
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Photograph 11: Water conservation theme under hygiene promotion initiative and hygiene promotion leaflet, 
Thunukkai Education Zone. Credit: UNICEF  

WASH in schools 

 The Thunukkai Education Zone developed and implemented a comprehensive hygiene promotion for all schools falling under 
the education zone. The theme was water conservation and maintenance of WASH facilities in school premises. The school 
children from the  Education Zone conducted awareness programmes for the surrounding communities to promote hygiene 
practices in the area.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Under EU-SEM project, Zonal Director of Education (ZDE) together with UNICEF constructed toilet facilities in Velankulam 

School and Nainamadu School in Vavuniya North DSD, Vauniya district and conducted hygiene promotion activities during 
October. 

 In Jaffna, UNICEF supports for construction and/or rehabilitation of water supply and sanitation facilities which benefit more 
than 4,000 students in 16 schools in the district. During the reporting period works in five schools were completed and the 
balance works are in progress. Priority is given to the schools in the recently released areas of Tellippali, Nallur and 
Thenmaradchy.  

 In Klinochchi district, UNICEF supports construction and/or rehabilitation of water supply and sanitation facilities benefiting 
more than 2,000 students in 13 schools. In October, work in five schools was completed and the balance works are in progress.  

 

WASH in health centres 

 In Jaffna, UNICEF supports improvement of WASH facilities in 15 health care centres in the district benefitting more than 15,000 
people including 5,000 pregnant women and 5,000 children. In October work in 3 health care centres was completed and the 
balance work is in progress.  

 In Klinochchi, UNICEF has released funds for WASH facilities improvement in nine health care centres which would benefit more 
than 10,000 people in those particular MOH areas including 5,000 pregnant women and 2,000 children.  In October period more 
than 60% of the work was completed and the balance work is in progress.  

 
Rainwater harvesting 

 Poonakari DSD in Kilinochchi district is one of the most water scarce areas in the district with more than 50% of the population 
(about 10,000 people) depending on water bowsering as the sole water supply for more than 8 months in a year. Poonakari has 
been identified as an ideal place for promoting rain water harvesting. UNICEF supported training 20 youths selected through 
the DS Office. The training has been completed and construction of two demonstration tanks has also been completed - one at 
Poonakari DS Office and the other at Sunnavil Government Tamil Medium School. Government officials and people of this area 
have shown interest in constructing similar tanks at household levels.  
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Photograph 14: Global hand washing day celebration in Koddadi Namasivaya School (far left) and Poompukar GTM School 
(middle & right) in Jaffna. Credit: UNICEF 

Case Studies 
 

1. Global Hand Washing Day  
Global hand washing day (GHWD) celebrations in Jaffna and Kilinochchi districts targeted 100 schools especially in the recently 
resettled areas. This time UNICEF supported school management to design their own GHWD programme ensuring sustainability, 
maximizing the usage of available local resources and highlighting specific hygiene issue in their area. Also the GHWD was well 
attended by PHIs and representatives from Zonal Director’s office. 
  
Poompukar Government Tamil Medium School in Ariyalai village was released for resettlement in 2011. The school was fully 
damaged, with no standing structures at the point of resettlement. The GoSL together with UNICEF and other agencies rebuilt the 
school and opened for students. Before the displacement school was functioning with 270 students and 10 teachers but currently the 
school is functioning with 56 students and five teaches. The school received UNICEF support for improving WASH facilitates including 
a water tank, a well and a primary unit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: UNICEF 

2. Rain water harvesting offers big break for conflict affected youth in Northern Sri Lanka: Ground breaking opportunity 
for conflict affected youth  
 
In Maritimepattu, 24 year old Valarmathy lost sound school education due to the conflict and multiple displacements. Her 
childhood hopes to complete school education and move to bigger and better things were shattered with the climax of war in the 
region. In 2009, this ultimately led to her living with 350,000 other displaced people in Menik Farm.  
She recently returned to her home in Maritimepattu. At first she spent her 
time doing household chores and cleaning up the debris and bushes in 
the family property. However, similar to many others who returned to 
their places of origin, Valarmathy was struggling to find income 
generating opportunities due to many reasons including lack of 
educational qualifications.  

On hearing about a vocational training opportunity through some of her 
peers she inquired about the prospect of enrolling for a course there. “I 
was really interested in the course on construction of rain water 
harvesting which many of my friends (mainly the boys) were keen on 
doing” says Valarmathy. “My girlfriends teased me for enrolling in what 
they considered a boy’s course” she recalls. Determined and wanting to 
break out of stereotypical roles in her community, Valarmathy enrolled 
and successfully completed the course. 

 
Photograph 15: A Rain Water Harvesting unit constructed 
by students at the Vocational Training Centre supported 
by the Cathal Ryan Trust. Credit: RWHF/UNICEF 
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Speaking proudly of her daughter Valarmathy, her mother says “Ever since her childhood, she loved to 
learn new things. She has always been a brave girl ready to take on any challenge in life”. 

Valarmathy is the first girl in her village to learn about the construction of an 8m3 rain water harvesting 
unit. “Thanks to Cathyal Ryan Trust and UNICEF I was able to do this” she says. 

The step by step and systematic course was followed by on-the-job training to help her apply her 
knowledge. “We are so proud of our work, especially since construction work is not a women’s job” she 
says smiling. “I can handle the entire construction process and complete it in five days” she adds 
proudly. 

“Of course since this work is demand driven we need to speak to our communities on the benefits and uses of such a system in 
providing good quality water” says Valarmathy. 

Through the support of the Cathal Ryan Trust, Valarmathy is hopeful of starting her own construction work soon and hopes to build 
one for her own house. “I will cherish this experience” she says. 

Source: Rain Water Harvesting Forum 

 
 

“Other girls 
teased me for 
enrolling in a 
boy’s course” 


