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Current Situation 
 
There are more than 11 million people now experiencing crisis or emergency levels of food insecurity (IPC 
Phases 3 and 4) in nine Southern African countries1 due to deepening drought and climate crisis. If urgent 
humanitarian action is not taken, the number will likely rise in the coming months, according to the 
Regional Interagency Standing Committee Africa (RIASCO).  
 

                                                           
1 Angola, Eswatini, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 



In Zimbabwe, 3.58 million people are in IPC Phase 3 (Crisis) or Phase 4 (Emergency). In Zambia, 2.3 million 
people are currently estimated to be in IPC Phase 3 or worse. In southern Angola, 1.6 million people are 
impacted by the drought with at least 562,000 in IPC Phase 3 or worse. By September 2019, 1.6 million 
people in Mozambique faced difficulties in accessing food as a result of agricultural losses, internal 
displacement and destruction of infrastructure and livelihoods stemming from two cyclones that 
devastated in the country in March and April 2019. In southern Madagascar, 916,201 people are facing 
severe acute food insecurity. 
 
Climate shocks and climate change. Climate change is a central force driving a continued rise in global 
hunger, with both droughts and flooding negatively impacting food production. Evidence shows children 
suffer disproportionately from the impact of climate change. In fragile states and low-income 
communities, including in Southern Africa, the poor and marginalized will be most affected. Persons in 
low-income quintiles of society – and particularly children, women and the elderly who are less capable 
of coping with the negative effects of climate change – will be the most severely affected. 

¶ Western and central parts of the region are experiencing poor rainfall and bad drought conditions, 
with some parts of Southern Africa facing the lowest rates of rainfall since 1981. Namibia 
received its lowest recorded rainfall in 35 years leaving 40 percent of its 2.4 million people 
characterised as severely food insecure.2 In drought-affected parts of the region, a growing 
number of traditional community water points have dried out or do not meet the minimum water 
demand, resulting in household water insecurity, lack of water in institutions (including schools 
and health facilities), depletion of watering points for agriculture and livestock which in turn 
increases unplanned migration of people and livestock. The region has had only two favourable 
agricultural seasons since 2012 and many areas have yet to fully recover from the devastating 
impact of the 2015-2016 El Niño season. 

¶ At the same time, the eastern part of the region saw unprecedented back-to-back cyclones (Idai 
and Kenneth) impacting Malawi, Mozambique, Zimbabwe, Comoros and southern Tanzania. 

¶ Southern Africa is currently at the forefront of the climate crisis and facing the consequences of 
it first-hand. Mitigation (reduced emissions) and adaptation (increased resilience) are required to 
reduce the impact of climate change in the coming years. A multisectoral and joint approach 
between UN Agencies with a focus on immediate life-saving response, as well as longer term 
systems strengthening is needed to address the complexities of climate change at the country 
level.  

 
Access to water. In drought-affected parts of the region, a growing number of traditional community 
water points have dried out or do not meet the minimum water demand, resulting in household water 
insecurity, lack of water in institutions (including schools and health facilities), depletion of watering 
points for agriculture and livestock which in turn increases unplanned migration of people and livestock. 
Lake Kariba, a critical water resource for Zambia and Zimbabwe, is only 16 per cent full at present, down 
7.5 meters from the same time last year. In Zimbabwe, the fragile economic situation and cuts to 
electricity have impacted access to water, curtailing the ability of local authorities to pump water and 
procure water treatment chemicals for urban areas while in rural areas only 30 per cent of rural water 
sources have water, are functioning and are protected. 
 
Nutrition. While Southern Africa does not report the critical levels of acute malnutrition seen in East 
Africa, any incremental increase in acute malnutrition, is an additional stress on the individual child and 
household. It also presents a stress on health system, which are often poorly equipped to deal with 
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increasing numbers of acutely malnourished children. In addition, considering the high burden of stunting 
already present across Southern Africa, children that are both stunted and wasted have the highest risk 
of death compared to those who are stunted or wasted alone. 

¶ In Zimbabwe, national global acute malnutrition (GAM) has risen to 3.6 per cent, up from 2.5 per 
cent in 2018, and eight districts have GAM rates above 5 per cent, which is rarely seen in 
Zimbabwe and signifies a deteriorating situation. Doctors in Zimbabwe have been on strike for 
the previous two months, which has led to an ongoing human resources crisis and may lead to 
additional challenges for the management of children with acute malnutrition or other resources 
if no urgent solutions are found. 

¶ In Mozambique, an estimated 67,500 children require treatment for malnutrition, including 6,500 
for severe acute malnutrition (SAM). More than 250 cases of pellagra (vitamin B3 deficiency) have 
been reported in Sofala province, which was hardest hit by Cyclone Idai. 

¶ In Huíla and Cunene, in the south of Angola, between 70 and 80 per cent of the population are 
currently affected by food insecurity with increasing numbers of children identified as acutely 
malnourished through screening and programme admission data.  

¶ Acute malnutrition continues to be of concern in the most drought affected districts of southern 
Madagascar, with 17,800 children treated for SAM with UNICEF support in 2019 to date, 
compared to 8,643 during the same time in 2018, largely due to a scale up in outreach screening 
and referral activities. An additional threat is the likely pipeline break for commodities for treating 
moderately malnourished children, which will likely lead to an increase in the numbers of severely 
malnourished children.  

¶ A continuing challenge across Southern Africa relates to the lack of representative quality and up 
to date nutrition information in the most vulnerable communities and most drought-affected 
areas. This limits the ability to highlight the severity of the situation in terms of nutrition outcomes 
and can mean that a deteriorating situation may not be recognized in time to protect children 
from becoming malnourished. Representative and quality nutrition assessments in the most 
affected areas are key to support evidence-based targeted and timely responses. 

 
Agriculture and livelihoods. The aggregate regional cereal output in 2019, including a production forecast 
for the winter wheat crops, to be harvested from October, is estimated to be nearly seven per cent below 
the 2018 production. The largest yearly decreases were registered in Mozambique, South Africa, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe. Production of maize, the main staple in the region, is estimated at nearly 10 per cent 
below the previous five-year average. Livestock rearing and production—a key coping and resilience 
pathway and a contributor to national GDP in Southern Africa—is also being impacted by reduced water 
availability and degradation of pastures, as well as increased outbreak of transboundary animal diseases.3 
In the southern region of Angola, the drought has affected 2.2 million cattle and 1.2 million sheep, leading 
to the death of 27,767 animals. The continued presence of the Fall Armyworm (FAW) and Cassava Brown 
Streak Disease, a new disease reported for the first time in northern Zambia, are presenting additional risks to 
crop production in the region. Macro-economic volatility, including high levels of inflation, rising 
unemployment and eroded household purchasing power have further compounded the high levels of 
food insecurity in several countries. 
 
Health. During 2019, climate shocks have exacerbated outbreaks of measles in several countries across 
the Southern African region, including Angola (3,127 cases with 64 deaths, of which 73 per cent are from 
Lunda Sul, and 17 per cent from Moxico, with 85 laboratory confirmed as of 30 June 2019); Comoros (132 
cases with no deaths, 56 confirmed by 11 August 2019) and Madagascar (a total of 202,692 cases with 
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966 deaths reported from 7 October 2018 to 10 Sept 2019). Namibia is facing an expansion of transmission 
of hepatitis E and has been experiencing an outbreak since 2017 in informal settlements with poor access 
to safe water and sanitation, with 6,527 cases and 55 deaths (including 1,585 confirmed cases) reported 
by 6 October 2019. These countries also have a significant HIV burden. Food insecurity and resulting 
malnutrition in people living with HIV, especially children, is associated with increased morbidity and 
mortality. 
 
During the 2016/17 drought, a reduction in outpatient consultations and admissions in some countries 
of Southern Africa like Lesotho, (including for deliveries) were reported due to closure of health facilities 
as water was depleted, leaving communities without access to critical health services. Approximately 
135/404 health districts in Angola, Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Eswatini and Zimbabwe reported 
increased caseloads resulting from upsurges of diarrhoea, pneumonia and malaria, which put pressure on 
health facilities (RIASCO 2017). Outbreaks of waterborne diseases occurred against the backdrop of severe 
water shortages resulting from the drought.4 
 
 
 

 
© FAO 

 

                                                           
4 Outbreaks included (i) cholera in: Mozambique (5,892 cases with 10 deaths, CFR 0.2%), Zambia (1,794 cases with 

57 deaths, 3.2% CFR), Zimbabwe (6 cases with 3 deaths) and Angola (828 cases with 43 deaths, CFR 5.2%) and (ii) 
typhoid, with more than 1,065 cases (82 positive) reported in Zimbabwe (mainly in Harare City, as well as small 
outbreaks in Masvingo, Mashonaland West and Mashonaland East provinces). 



Forecast Scenario 
 
After last season’s devastating drought, latest forecasts indicate that several countries will be seriously 
affected by another drought in the coming 2019-2020 production season. These include Zimbabwe, parts 
of Zambia, South Africa, Mozambique, Eswatini and Lesotho. Latest seasonal forecasts5 agree that many 
areas across Southern Africa are forecasted to have below average rainfall over the 2019/2020 agricultural 
season, leading to a consecutive below average rainy season. This represents a significant deterioration 
in the forecasted seasonal rainfall, compared to the Southern African Regional Climate Outlook Forum 
(SARCOF) August 2019 forecast, which indicated only a 25 per cent likelihood for below average rainfall. 
The SARCOF had a lower forecast accuracy because the longer lead time.  
 
Food security. Food insecurity across Southern Africa is expected to worsen within the coming months. 
At the peak of the 2019/2020 lean season, an estimated 41 million people may experience some form 
of hunger.6 The hunger crisis, afflicting urban as well as rural communities, is being aggravated by rising 
food prices, large-scale livestock losses and mounting joblessness. If left unaddressed, the situation will 
deny urban and rural communities and farmers the opportunity to sustain resilience against future climate 
shocks in the long term. 

¶ A combination of drought and the impact of Cyclones Idai and Kenneth will leave almost 2 million 
people in Mozambique severely food insecure until March 20207 

¶ In Zambia, 2.3 million people are estimated to reach IPC Phase 3 or worse by the end of the 
current consumption period in March 2020, an increase from 1.7 million people in September 
2019. 

¶ The number of people in a Crisis or Emergency situation (IPC Phase 3 or 4) in Zimbabwe is 
expected to rise to 3.58 million people (38 per cent of the rural population) between October 
2019 and March 2020. According to the urban assessments results of September 2019, about 2.2 
million people in urban areas are estimated to be food insecure. 

¶ The number of people in IPC Phase 3 or 4 in Angola is expected to rise to 561,840 from 421,174 
people in 23 assessed communes across three provinces (Cuando Cubango, Huila and Cunene) 
between October 2019 and February 2020. However, as the IPC analysis does not include the 
provinces of Namibe, Benguela or Cuenza Sul which are also considered affected by food 
insecurity, the actual number is likely higher. 

 
Nutrition. As the region enters the lean season (October to March), cases of acute malnutrition are 
expected to rise. In southern Madagascar, acute malnutrition is expected to remain high, despite 
improved food security, with more than 188,500 children projected to require treatment up to 
December 2019. Following concerns of a pipeline break of commodities for treating moderate acute 
malnutrition, the numbers of severely malnourished children in the region may rise. A series of SMART 
surveys are planned in select countries in the upcoming months to provide an update of the context. In 
Mozambique, where pellagra stemming from vitamin B-3 deficiency has occurred for the first time since 

                                                           
5 The European Centre for Medium-Range Weather Forecasts (ECMWF) forecasts a 70-80 per cent likelihood of 
consecutive below average rainy season, while the Climate Prediction Center (CPC/NOAA) forecasts it at a 40-60 per 
cent. 
6 “Synthesis Report on the State of Food and Nutrition Security and Vulnerability in Southern Africa, 2019,” SADC, 
https://www.sadc.int/files/7315/6284/6868/SADC_2019_Synthesis_Report_on_the_State_of_Food_and_Nutrition
_Security_and_Vulnerability_in_Southern_Africa.pdf. 
7 RIASCO. 

https://www.ecmwf.int/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/


2001, the Ministry of Health is preparing to tackle as many as 3,600 additional cases in upcoming 
months.8  
 

WASH/Health. The drought conditions seen in 
Southern Africa will continue to affect the quantity 
and quality of available water, which in turn will 
lead to greater risks of disruption of public facilities 
(including schools and health facilities), outbreaks 
of communicable disease in affected regions and 
the impacts on the survival and dignity of the most 
vulnerable people. Decreasing access to safe water 
and basic sanitation is expected to result in an 
increase in outbreaks of faecal-oral diseases 
including cholera (particularly in Angola, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Zambia and Zimbabwe) and typhoid 
among unvaccinated groups in Zimbabwe 
(including parts of Harare and outside Harare). 
 
HIV. Southern Africa is the global epicentre of the 
HIV epidemic and food insecurity and weakened 
access to resources will increase the possibility of 
increased morbidity due to malnutrition and 
treatment attrition for people living with HIV, as 
well as increased HIV transmission rates through 
the adoption of negative coping strategies, 
including transactional sex. During the previous El 
Nino drought, integrated vulnerability assessments 
in Eswatini, Lesotho and Malawi indicated higher 
rates of malnutrition among people living with HIV 
and increased treatment drop off for both HIV and 

tuberculosis related to food insecurity and hunger as well as closed facilities in Eswatini. Increased 
transactional sex among girls was also identified in Malawi.  
 
Protection and other rights. The crisis will also have a negative impact on other rights, including education 
and protection. Further school dropouts are likely to arise from drought conditions. This has been seen in 
Angola where the number of children dropping out of school is increasing. As of October 2019, 706 schools 
in Angola have been reported as affected by the drought in the provinces of Cunene, Namibe and Hila, 
including 18 primary schools that have closed completely in Cunene. A total of 164,168 students are at 
risk of dropping out of school in the three provinces. Food insecurity linked to drought can also exacerbate 
protection risks as families can resort to negative coping mechanisms, including child labour and child 
marriage and worsen the risk of sexual violence as well as family separations. In Zimbabwe alone, RIASCO 
has reported that 150,000 children are in need of protection services linked to food insecurity. 
Displacement may also negatively affect women and children’s capacities to access services related to 
child protection and gender-based violence (GBV). 
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© UNICEF/Abela Ralaivita 



Strategic Direction and No-Regret Investment 
 
Support ongoing for nationally-led responses. Governments across Southern Africa have responded 
quickly to the emergency situations, with several countries declaring states of emergency to trigger 
national response mechanisms and releasing resources to deal with the crisis9. However, national 
resources have become overstretched with several countries reaching the limits of their resource 
availability. Timely financial and technical assistance is needed to respond to the developing crises 
across the region.   
 

¶ Support for regional Tier 1 countries will focus on Angola, Madagascar, Mozambique, Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. 

¶ Support for regional Tier 2 countries will focus on Comoros, Eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi and 
Namibia. 

 
Scale up multi sectoral life-saving interventions now on a no regrets basis in drought-affected 
communities, while at the same time supporting longer-term systems strengthening and resilience 
building with a focus on:  

¶ protecting children against acute and chronic malnutrition; 

¶ early identification and treatment for those children who become acutely malnourished; 

¶ improve access to health and nutrition services, thereby reducing under-five mortality attributed 
to malnutrition and related diseases, especially waterborne and vaccine-preventable disease; 

¶ protection of livelihoods and of agriculture and livestock assets. 
 
Increase resilience to climate change. Southern Africa is vulnerable to a variety of climate- and human-
induced crises that are increasingly interconnected. The region is at the forefront of those impacted by 
climate change, and early investment in responding to climate shocks is an opportunity to sustain 
community and system resilience, reducing recovery period while saving lives of populations in crisis. 
Humanitarian investment will increasingly need to incorporate adaptation and mitigation strategies for 
climate change-linked drought and other shocks and support national adaptation programmes of action 
(NAPAs) to address the challenges of climate change before emergency situations occur.  In Zambia and 
Malawi, the use of satellite images, drone images, 3D terrain models and shallow groundwater table 
measurement has contributed to the zonation of non-habitable flood-prone areas for the expansion of 
human settlements. Increasing programming that is climate change-responsive will help to enable 
partners of national governments to expand national social protection programmes to be shock 
responsive. The short-term agricultural interventions need to be coupled with the promotion of 
innovative irrigation policies paired with value chain development, to ensure commercial viability and 
sustainability. 
 
Prioritise scaling up of joint action between all three agencies, building on lessons from 2016/17. Due 
to the cross-cutting nature of needs caused by drought and other natural hazards, interagency 
cooperation and multi-sectoral responses are essential to support governments across the region during 
the lean period from October 2019 to June 2020. FAO, UNICEF and WFP have sustained very close 

                                                           
9 The governments of Angola, Lesotho and Namibia have declared states of emergency over drought conditions in 
2019. In response to Cyclone Idai and Cyclone Kenneth, Mozambique declared a national state of emergency, 
Malawi declared a state of emergency in several affected regions and the president of Zimbabwe declared a state 
of disaster. 



partnerships across Southern Africa in an effort to jointly tackle food insecurity, the nutritional status of 
children and protection and recovery of agricultural livelihoods.  

¶ In Malawi, WFP and UNICEF have jointly collaborated in coordination response to the nutrition 
emergency at the national level during the 2015-2017 response recycles by providing technical 
leadership and guidance in updating relevant protocols and guidelines, jointly mobilizing 
resources, advocating for emergency support and financially supporting implementation of the 
nutrition emergency response. FAO, UNICEF and WFP have also collaborated on the Afikepo 
programme that aims to enhance nutrition security in Malawi. 

¶ FAO, UNICEF and WFP have developed a five-year joint programme (2017-2021) in Zimbabwe to 
enhance food security, nutrition security and the overall resilience capacities of target 
communities to better cope with repeatedly-occurring stresses. 

¶ During the 2016/2017 response to El Niño across Southern Africa, with support from donors, 
including the Department for International Development (DFID),10 the three agencies 
collaborated to undertake joint district assessments in Mozambique, and across the region the 
agencies conducted joint monitoring and analyses of the food and nutrition security situation and 
joint screening for MAM and SAM. All three agencies additionally collaborated on strengthening 
national and sub-national coordination mechanisms. 

¶ Following Cyclone Idai in Mozambique UNICEF developed a child grant program in Nampula and 
Zambezia, along with an emergency voucher program in Beira with WFP, and a child grant 
program in Cabo Delgado. 
 

Building on current joint programming in these countries, there are further opportunities to collaborate 
in the region in order to reduce malnutrition and improve the resilience of communities. Building on 
lessons learned and programming undertaken during the 2016/2017 El Nino response in the region, there 
are also opportunities for the agencies to collaborate during the 2019/2020 lean period by undertaking 
joint assessments, monitoring activities, and analyses of the food and nutrition situation; conducting joint 
screenings for MAM and SAM in affected populations; and working together to provide support to 
national response and strengthen national coordination efforts. Technical support at the country level will 
be strengthened as well as at the regional level to enable rapid deployments to a greater number of 
affected countries and to further promote cross-fertilization of programming approaches between 
countries. The deployment of specialists from the UN agencies will help scale up programming for drought 
response in southern Africa, including for community outreach, WASH, health, nutrition and information 
management, food security and agricultural livelihoods. 
 

                                                           
10 For more information and lessons learned on the 2016/2017 response to El Niño and drought, refer to the report 
“Supporting life-saving multi-sectoral interventions to prevent the escalation of malnutrition in Madagascar, 
Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe.” 
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Proposed joint interventions and programming 
 
Coordination, planning and cross-cutting issues  

¶ Strengthen preparedness and response coordination at regional levels through RIASCO and at the 
country levels to strengthen existing programming. 

¶ Support countries to update and refine existing response plans for drought response. 

¶ Provide technical surge capacity to respond to unforeseen needs of affected countries, including 
through joint missions when feasible and practicable to do so. 

 
Climate shocks (drought and cyclones) and WASH 

¶ Support the development and roll out of shock-responsive, government-led social protection 
systems and safety net programmes in drought-affected areas. 

¶ Safe water and sanitation through sustainable solutions, including climate-resilient water supply 
projects and monitor household water insecurity in high risk locations. 

¶ Ensure that vulnerable communities are supported to take advantage of the forecasted good 
rainfall performance of the 2019-2020 summer season and to manage water for agricultural use.  

¶ Develop WASH-led multisectoral strategies for climate change adaptation investment. 

¶ Support those experiencing crisis and emergency levels of hunger at the peak of the lean season. 

¶ Undertake critical WASH risk reduction interventions. 
 
 
 



Agriculture, food security and livelihoods 

¶ Scale up emergency food and nutrition assistance for those facing severe food insecurity, 
including likely significant support for urban residents. 

¶ Provide appropriate seeds and other inputs to restore production among affected vulnerable 
households. 

¶ Establish or rehabilitate community watering points for livestock and agriculture. 

¶ Enhance monitoring and containment of transboundary crop and livestock pests and diseases, 
especially FMD and FAW. 

¶ Support government response in procuring and delivering pulses and moving maize to vulnerable 
districts in the traditionally food-exporting countries. 

 
Nutrition 

¶ Support the implementation of timely quality and representative nutrition assessments to guide 
evidence-based planning, response and monitoring of the situation in the most vulnerable 
districts of the affected countries. 

¶ Support countries to more accurately monitor and document the impacts of food insecurity and 
malnutrition. 

¶ Provide support to governments in scaling up of the delivery of lifesaving nutrition services, 
including through integrated outreach services to support screening and treatment for children 
with acute malnutrition and other childhood illnesses in the most affected areas. 

¶ Ensure pipelines of commodities for the management of moderately and severely acutely 
malnourished children are secured in the most affected areas.  

¶ Provide technical assistance for counselling on infant and young child feeding for mothers and 
caregivers. 

¶ Link nutritionally vulnerable households (such as those with acutely malnourished children, 
children under two years of age and those on antiretroviral treatment) with national social 
protection and livelihood programmes during the lean season. 

 
Health and HIV 

¶ Provide support to countries in developing or updating response plans for communicable disease 
outbreaks, including activating annual cholera preparedness plans ahead of the rainy season. 

¶ Support the provision of life-saving preventive and curative interventions for children and 
communities affected by acute watery diarrhoea as well as other epidemic-prone diseases, 
particularly cholera, malaria and measles. 

¶ Continue to monitor early warning systems for disease outbreaks and support countries in 
initiating timely responses accordingly. 

¶ Promote data-driven interventions to strengthen resilience in HIV programmes including climate-
sensitive monitoring, strengthened systems to support treatment adherence and retention and 
risk mitigation for those at risk of acquiring HIV, especially adolescent girls and young women. 

¶ Support the provision of sanitation and hygiene services, essential for disease prevention and 
response. 

¶ Continue to support health system strengthening interventions to ensure resilience to eventual 
shocks. 

 
Protection, Education and GBV 

¶ Support psychosocial and other child protection services for children affected by drought, 
including family tracing and alternative care arrangements for unaccompanied or separated 



children; expansion of sexual and gender-based violence prevention and response community 
care interventions and assistance for victims; and systematic inclusion of GBV risk mitigation 
measures in Health, Nutrition, Education and WASH programmes. 

¶ Promote increased access to education for out-of-school children, to prevent dropouts and risks 
of exposure to child labour, exploitation and abuse. 

 
Social Protection  

¶ Scale up cash programs in affected or vulnerable areas using national systems where possible. 

¶ Monitoring/forecasting vulnerabilities, identifying potential beneficiaries, national social 
protection system strengthening, design/delivery of cash. 

 
Financial requirements 
 

¶ FAO is seeking US$ 107.75 million to assist over 2.05 million farming families (12.4 million people) 
until June 2020. 

¶ UNICEF requires a total of US$ 150.70 million considering current budget shortfalls for 2019 and 
projected January-June 2020 budget requirements in order to reach a total of 5.5 million people 
(including 3.3 million children) between October 2019 and June 2020 across regional Tier 1 and 
Tier 2 countries. 

¶ WFP is seeking a total amount of US$ 244.71 million to address net funding shortfalls for 
currently planned programmes and to scale up emergency assistance in the short- and medium-
term in order to benefit more than 7.2 million people across eight hardest-hit countries. 

 

  



Annex 1. Detailed agency funding requirements 2019/2020 
 
Table 1. Joint target populations funding requirements (from October 2019 to June 2020) 

 

 
 
 

                                                           
11 Calculated based on current budgetary shortfalls and residual needs for the fourth quarter of 2019 (October to 
December) and projected budgetary needs for the first half of 2020 (January to June), as calculated from the 2019 
and 2020 Humanitarian Actions for Children (HACs). 
12 For WFP, figures represent net funding requirements for six months (from October 2019 through March 2020). 
13 For WASH and technical specialists located in the Regional Office, to provide surge support where necessary. 

Country 

FAO UNICEF WFP 
Target 

Population 
(HH) 

Funding 
Requirement 

(USD) 

Target 
Population 

Funding 
Requirement 

(USD)11 

Target 
Population 

Funding 
Requirement 

(USD)12 

Angola 500,000  13,000,000  
285,750 

(218,500 
children) 

15,656,916 - - 

Comoros - - 
47,500 

(21,518 
children) 

750,000 - - 

Eswatini 65,000  2,100,000  - 746,823 166,000 5,776,824 

Lesotho 65,000  10,000,000  
171,950 
(39,204 

children) 
1,776,858 174,000 9,469,069 

Madagascar 513,240  17,050,000  
220,500 

(170,500 
children) 

6,816,875 783,000 32,105,944 

Malawi 250,000  9,250,000  
225,000 

(186,500 
children) 

5,502,860 415,000 8,120,809 

Mozambique 320,000  18,350,000  
495,000 

(393,000 
children) 

88,905,171 1,250,000 53,548,511 

Namibia 215,000  10,500,000  
406,692 

(184,346 
children) 

650,000 379,000 11,642,314 

Zambia 48,000  6,200,000  
118,896 
(66,899 

children) 
9,540,000 1,300,000 39,465,283 

Zimbabwe 80,000  20,000,000  
800,000 

(400,000 
children) 

18,860,512 2,721,900 84,585,645 

Regional - 1,300,000  - 1,500,00013 - - 

Total 2,056,240  107,750,000  
2,771,288 

(1,680,466 
children) 

150,706,015 7,188,900 244,714,398 



Table 2. UNICEF funding status (as of October 2019) 

Country 
2019 Budget 

requirement (USD) 
2019 Budget available 

(USD) 
2019 % Budget 

available 

Angola 4,250,000  6,493,084  46% 

Madagascar 8,150,000  5,145,625  63% 

Zimbabwe 23,671,990  10,324,803  44% 

Mozambique 83,657,728  36,581,421  44% 

Subtotal- Tier 1 HACs 129,729,718  58,544,933  45% 

Malawi 15,297,130  10,338,436  68% 

Eswatini 1,273,823  527,000  41% 

Comoros -    -    0% 

Zambia 2,158,527  970,778  45% 

Lesotho 1,287,500  860,642  67% 

Namibia -    -    0% 

Subtotal- Tier 2 Regional 
HAC 

20,016,980  12,696,856  63% 

GRAND TOTAL  $             149,746,698   $              71,241,789  48% 

 
  



Annex 2. IPC food insecurity situation (current and projected) 
 
Figure 1. Projected regional food insecurity across Southern Africa (Oct 2019-Mar 2020). Source: IPC. 

 
 
Table 3. Population in Southern Africa in IPC Phase 3 or 4 (or equivalent) 

Country 
Population in IPC Phase 
3 and 4, for October to 

March 2020 

Population in IPC Phase 3+ for 
period June to September 

2019 

Angola  562,000 421,174 

Eswatini 232,373 204,531 

Namibia 290,000 290,000 

Lesotho 433,410 348,000 

Madagascar 916,201 731,000 

Malawi 1,126,000 697,000 

Mozambique 1,649,000 1,649,000 

Zambia 2,330,000 1,725,000 

Zimbabwe 3,580,214 2,294,605 

TOTAL 11,119,198 8,360,310 



Annex 3. Nutrition situation 
 
Figure 2. Prevalence of Global Acute Malnutrition in the SADC Region. Source: JME data, May 2019 update. 

 
 
 
Figure 3. Prevalence of Stunting in SADC Countries. Source: JME data, May 2019 update. 

 


