
 

   Insecurity Insight – Monitoring incidents around the world affecting aid, health care, education, and protection. 
 

 

Reporting Sexual Violence  
Monthly News Brief 

  January   
2021  

 
Sexual violence by state bodies or conflict actors that particularly targets IDPs and 
refugees, aid, health workers or educators or students, among others. 

These reports bear testimony to the brave survivors who speak about sexual violence by state bodies or conflict actors. Most 
events of sexual violence are never reported. This compilation is neither complete nor representative of the extent or nature of 
sexual violence in general. It brings together dispersed accounts about survivors from around the world who broke the silence.  
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Visit our website, join our mailing list, follow us on Twitter and Facebook 

 

Africa 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
03 January 2021: In Tshikapa city and territory, Kasia province, a 16-year-old girl was raped by a 
police captain, who was later prosecuted. Source: Radio Okapi 
 
07 January 2021: Near Kibaya village, Rutshuru territory, North Kivu province, three girls were 
abducted and raped by armed men. Source: Kivu Security 
 
13 - 14 January 2021: Lubumbashi city and territory, Haut-Katanga province, seven women were 
raped over two nights by suspected FARDC soldiers who broke into their homes at night to rob them. 
Source: ACLED1 
 
27 January 2021: In Beni city and territory, North Kivu, 25 journalists from 22 different radio stations 
have undergone a two-day training on the prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse by the Media 
Network for Development (REMED). Source: Radio Okapi 
 
Ethiopia 
22 Janaury 2021: In Tigray region, the UN has received a number of reports of sexual violence and 
abuse by military forces. Family members have been allegedly forced to rape members of their own 
family under threats of violence, women have been forced to have sex in exchange for basic 
commodities. While communications in the region are tightly constrained at this time, there has been 
an increased demend for emergency contracepton and testing for sexually transmitted infections - 
often an indicator of sexual violence in conflict. Sources: Al Jazeera and Reuters 
 
As reported on 25 January 2021: Near Tekeze river, Tigray region, a 25-year old woman was raped 
at gunpoint by an Ethiopian federal army soldier in December 2020. Five aid workers for international 
and Ethiopian aid groups have said they received multiple similar reports of abuse in Tigray. Women 
and girls in refugee camps within Ethiopia have been particularly targeted. Source: Reuters 
 
As reported on 25 January 2021: In Rawyan town, Tigray region, a woman was raped by three 
soldiers from the Amhara special forces who broke into her house. Source: Reuters 
 
As reported on 25 January 2021: In Wukro town, Misraqawi zone, Tigray region, a woman was 
raped by Eritrean soldiers whilst her husband was forced to kneel and watched. Source: Reuters 
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As reported on 25 January 2021: In Adigrat town, Misraqawi zone, Tigray region, six women were 
raped by a group of soldiers and told not to seek help afterwards. Source: Reuters 
 
As reported on 25 January 2021: In Mekelle city, Mekelle Special Zone, Tigray region, a 19-year-
old girl was raped by soldiers. A man who tried to intervene was beaten. Both victims were taken to 
hospital for medical attention. Source: Reuters 
 
Nigeria 
As reported on 28 January 2021: In Ayete town, Ibarapa North Local Government Area, Oyo state, 
the Asao of Ayete has accused Fulani herdsmen of raping women, intimidating, kidnapping and 
killing people in his community, and destroying farms. Source: Sahara Reporters 
 
South Africa 
05 January 2021: In Port Elizabeth city, Nelson Mandela Bay municipality, Eastern Cape province, 
a police colonel has been dismissed following an investigation into rape allegations of an 8-year-old 
girl in August 2020. Source: Times Live 
 
Sudan 
07 January 2021: Around 2km east of Rwanda IDP camp, Tawilla locality, North Darfur state, a 16-
year-old female IDP was gang raped by militiamen. Source: ACLED1  
 
07 January 2021: In Dirbat Area, Jabal Mara, South Darfur, a nine-year-old girl was raped by a 
Sudanese army soldier. The soldier has been arrested by his army unit. Source: Darfur 24 
 

Reporting Sexual Violence in Sudan 
Increasingly, violent sexual attacks in the Darfur region are being reported in 
the media by families and community leaders. We know that many more 
incidents of sexual violence are taking place and going undetected and are 
aware that these reported attacks only provide a small glimpse of the reality 
that women and girls face in Sudan, particularly in the Darfur region.  

This document analyses 18 cases of sexual violence against 39 women 
and girls in the period from January to October 2020: 38 are survivors 
living with the resultant trauma; one woman was killed after being 
raped.   

 
Asia 

India  
17 December 2020: In Ludhiana city and district, Punjab state, a 24-year-old woman was raped by 
a police constable whilst in custody. The constable was arrested on 04 January 2021. Source: 
Times of India 
 
08 January 2021: In Jalalabad city, Shahjahanpur district, Uttar Pradesh state, a woman was raped 
twice by a police sub-inspector. The officer filmed the incident and threatened the woman not to 
pursue the case after reporting the incident. Source: The Wire 
 
10 January 2021: In Gonda city and district, Uttar Pradesh state, a police constable was allegedly 
raped by another policeman. The woman has lodged a complaint against the assailant who has 
absconded. Sources: Outlook India and The New Indian Express 
 
Thailand 
13 January 2021: In Koh Samui island, Surat Thani Province, a 21-year-old Burmese woman was 
raped by a Thai police sergeant whilst detained due to a drug case. The sergeant has been 
dismissed from service and charged with rape and for failing to perform his duties as a prison guard. 
Source: Myanmar Times 
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The Americas 
Haiti 
Around 07 January 2021: In Lascahobas, Centre, five women were raped by armed gangs who 
have been responsible for a surge in violence in the area. Source: ACLED1  
 
Around 08 January 2021: In Jeremie, Grand’Anse, a girl, reportedly a minor, was raped by a police 
officer. Source: ACLED1 
 
United States of America 
07 January 2021: In Fort Bliss army post, El Paso county, Texas state, a 1st armoured division 
soldier has been arraigned and charged with three counts sexual assault in the past year, including 
the rape of a 19-year-old soldier from his unit in 2019. Sources: Army Times and Military.com  

 
You may be interested in 
Free training materials to support reporting and monitoring of sexual violence, exploitation, 
and abuse. 
Insecurity Insight supports local organisation in best practice on reporting and monitoring sexual 
violence. If you are working with survivors or victims of sexual violence and you would be interested 
in receiving our free training products, please get in touch.  

Lessons from the 10th Ebola outbreak in the DRC, 2018-2020 
Analysis report highlighting the key learnings about reporting sexual violence, exploitation, and 
abuse from the 10th Ebola Response in the DRC. This document includes recommendations to 
prevent violence through an acceptance-based security risk strategy. 

Mobile Guide: Responding to Sexual Violence in the Aid Workplace 
10-minute guide on how to take action, report an incident, and get support when sexual violence and 
abuse happens to you or a colleague in the aid workplace. You need to be registered with 
DisasterReady! to access the guide. Download PDF 

 
This Monthly News Brief comprises publicly reported cases of sexual violence by law enforcement bodies, 
conflict related sexual violence, and sexual violence that targets IDPs / refugees or vulnerable beneficiaries. It 
is published by Insecurity Insight and prepared from information available in local, national and international news outlets 
and online databases.  

These reports bear testimony to the brave survivors who speak about sexual violence. Most events of sexual violence 
are never reported. This compilation is neither complete nor representative. It brings together dispersed accounts 
about survivors from around the world who broke the silence. Visit our website for more information.  

Suggested citation: Insecurity Insight. 2021. Reporting Sexual Violence Monthly News Brief, January 2021. 
Switzerland: Insecurity Insight.                                                                 

 

1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 03 February 2021. 


