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Safety, security and access incidents in affecting the provision of education 

Insecurity Insight publishes data on incidents where teachers were killed, kidnapped, or arrested (KKA) and incidents where 
schools were damaged or destroyed by a perpetrator including state and non-state actors, criminals, individuals, students and 
other staff members. Access the data via our website or on HDX.  

Past editions: December 2020; November 2020; October 2020 

Visit our website, join our mailing list, follow us on Twitter and Facebook. Get in touch to report an incident or if you have 
additional information on an incident we have reported on.  

The Global Coalition to Protect Education from Attack (GCPEA) provided technical guidance on definitions of attacks on 
education. More on definitions used by Insecurity Insight and by GCPEA. * = GCPEA incident. 

 

Africa 
Burkina Faso 
07 January 2021: In Koumbri department, Yatenga province, a teacher was abducted by suspected 
volunteer fighters (VDP) from inside an IDP camp. Source: ACLED1 
 
Cameroon 
01 or 02 January 2021: In Ouzal locality, Mayo-Tsanaga department, Far North province, 
unidentified perpetrators believed to be Boko Haram killed a teacher and two civilians, and looted 
several houses. Sources: ACLED1 and L’Oeil du Sahel 
 
07 January 2021: Around Mulang area, Bamenda town, Mezam department, Northwest province, 
suspected Ambazonian fighters stopped a car, sending away the driver and abducting six or seven 
students who were in the vehicle on their way to the University of Bamenda.* Sources: ACLED1 and 
Mimi Mefo Info 
 
09 January 2021: In Ossing locality, Manyu department, Southwest province, gunmen shot dead 
the principal of the Bilingual High School.* Source: Twitter 
 
09 January 2021: In Tinto locality, Manyu department, Southwest province, unidentified perpetrators 
killed the director of the Government Technical College School Group.* Source: Twitter 
 
20 January 2021: In Fundong town and commune, Boyo department, Northwest province, crossfire 
between government and separatist forces killed a Form 5 student on his way home from school. 
The student had just been removed from the Christ the King Comprehensive High School for not 
having paid tuition fees.* Source: Mimi Mefo Info 
 
28 January 2021: In Oku sub-division, Bui department, Northwest province, suspected separatist 
gunmen kidnapped seven students from the Elak Government High School. On 29 January, many 
students and teachers opted to stay home for security reasons.* Sources: HumAngle and Mimi 
Mefo Info 
 
30 January 2021: In Ebea locality, 22 kilometres away from Kribi city, Ocean department, South 
province, unidentified perpetrators murdered a temporary teacher of the Bilingual High School. His 
body showed signs of torture. Source: 237 Online 
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Ethiopia 
Between 05 and 08 January 2021: In the Shimelba Camp for Eritrean refugees, Tigray region, a 
WFP storage facility and a clinic run by the Ethiopian Agency for Refugees and Returnees Affairs 
near the WFP compound was burned down by unidentified perpetrators, along with a secondary 
school run by the Development and Inter-Aid Church Commission.* Sources: Bloomberg and 
Reuters 
 
Niger 
13 January 2021: In Bouloundjounga village, Gotheye commune, Tillaberi region, a school director 
was abducted by suspected Jama'at Nusrat al Islam wal Muslimeen (JNIM) militants.* Source: 
ACLED1 
 
Nigeria 
06 January 2021: In Gujiba town and LGA, Yobe state, ISWAP insurgents set ablaze a primary 
school during a wider assault on the community.* Source: HumAngle 
 
09 January 2021: In Gujiba town, around 30 kilometres away from Damaturu city, Yobe State 
capital, Islamic State West Africa Province (ISWAP) insurgents set fire to a local primary school.* 
Source: HumAngle 
 
12 January 2021: In Igwurtali locality, Ikwerre LGA, Rivers state, gunmen kidnapped a lecturer of 
the Ken Saro-Wiwa Polytechnic, Bori city, from his home. He was released on 16 January. Sources: 
Sahara Reporters I and Sahara Reporters  II 
 
16 January 2021: On the Ilesa-Akure road, Akure South LGA, Ondo state, gunmen ambushed the 
vehicle of the deputy registrar of the Federal University of Technology Akure (FUTA), fatally shooting 
him and wounding his driver. Sources: Blueprint, Eons Intelligence and Sahara Reporters 
 
17 January 2021: In Wusasa town, Zaria LGA, Kaduna state, gunmen invaded the home of a 
professor from Ahmadu Bello University, abducted him and killed one of his sons, and injured 
another. Source: Eons Intelligence 
 
18 January 2021: Between Jos and Keffi, In Keffi LGA, Nasarawa state, the Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
of Anchor University Akwanga-Keffi Highway was kidnapped by armed men, some of them wearing 
police uniforms, in an ambush. The perpetrators demanded N20 million as a ransom for their release. 
The victim was later released and it is unclear whether a ransom was paid. Sources: PM News 
Nigeria, This Day Live, Daily Trust and Vanguard Nigeria 
 
21 January 2021: Along the Eku-Abraka Road, Erho area, Abraka town, Delta state, gunmen 
abducted the chapter chairman of the Senior Staff Association of Nigerian Universities as he was 
returning from an official engagement in Warri. Source: Sahara Reporters 
 
As reported on 22 January 2021: In Independence Layout neighbourhood, Enugu city and state, 
over 40 armed policemen affiliated with the Asset Management Corporation of Nigeria invaded and 
sealed the Providence High School, taking possession of the institution and barring at least 344 
female students and staffers from exiting. Police officers reportedly claimed that the property had 
been used as collateral for a bank loan, and therefore, the aforementioned company had come to 
claim the property over a loan default. Source: Sahara Reporters 
 
25 January 2021: In Nekede town, Imo state, Nigerian Air Force personnel attached to the 211 
Regiment shot dead a Computer Science lecturer of the Federal Polytechnic and a former student 
after the soldiers stopped their vehicle on a highway and the academic allegedly refused to identify 
himself. Source: Sahara Reporters 
 
Around 28 January 2021: At Ondo town, Ondo West LGA, Ondo state, a convoy of students from 
Adekunle Ajasin University was attacked by a Fulani pastoralist who abducted two students. The 
kidnapped victims managed to escape.* Source: ACLED1 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-01-09/satellite-images-show-destruction-of-refugee-camps-in-ethiopia
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-ethiopia-conflict-un/major-violations-of-international-law-at-tigray-refugee-camps-un-idUSKBN29J2N6
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://humangle.ng/iswap-attacks-yobe-community-burns-school-construction-equipment/
https://humangle.ng/iswap-attacks-yobe-community-burns-school-construction-equipment/
http://saharareporters.com/2021/01/13/gunmen-kidnap-polytechnic-lecturer-rivers
http://saharareporters.com/2021/01/17/kidnapped-rivers-poly-lecturer-regains-freedom
https://www.blueprint.ng/futa-condemns-killing-of-deputy-registrar-tasks-security-agencies/
https://eonsintelligence.com/details/news-108923456/shot-futa-deputy-registrar-dr-arijesuyo-is-dead-219989818
http://saharareporters.com/2021/01/18/futa-deputy-registrar-shot-bandits-ilesa-akure-highway-dies
https://eonsintelligence.com/details/360177276/gunmen-invade-residence-in-zaria-abduct-professor-and-kill-his-son-991217720
https://www.pmnewsnigeria.com/2021/01/19/kidnappers-of-anchor-university-deputy-vc-fatokun-demand-n20m-ransom/
https://www.pmnewsnigeria.com/2021/01/19/kidnappers-of-anchor-university-deputy-vc-fatokun-demand-n20m-ransom/
https://www.thisdaylive.com/index.php/2021/01/20/gunmen-kidnap-lagos-anchor-varsity-dvc-in-nasarawa/
https://dailytrust.com/gunmen-kidnap-university-don-in-nasarawa
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2021/01/breaking-fatokun-abducted-deputy-vc-anchor-university-regains-freedom/
http://saharareporters.com/2021/01/22/gunmen-abduct-delta-state-university-senior-staff-association-chairman
http://saharareporters.com/2021/01/22/amcon-detains-344-enugu-female-students-seals-school
http://saharareporters.com/2021/02/01/air-force-officers-kill-federal-poly-lecturer-%E2%80%98-not-identifying-self%E2%80%99-academic-union
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
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Asia and Pacific 
Afghanistan 
Around 17 January 2021: In Marawara district, Kunar province, a schoolteacher was killed during 
a raid by Afghan security forces. Source: ACLED1 
 
27 January 2021: In the Didroz village, Warduj district, Badakhshan province, the head of a public 
school and religious scholar was killed by unidentified gunmen.* Source: ACLED1 
 
Bangladesh 
19 January 2021: In Teknaf upazila, Cox’s Bazar district, Chittagong division, a fire which UNICEF 
has described as arson destroyed four UNICEF learning centres for Rohingya children at the 
Nayapara Refugee Camp. Source: Globe 
 
China 
11 January 2021: In Sha Tin town and district, New Territories region, Hong Kong, at least seven 
black-clad and masked assailants charged the security barrier and threw a white powder at guards 
manning the main entrance of the Chinese University. Since January 26, police arrested five students 
in connection with this case. Sources: South China Morning Post (a), South China Morning Post 
I and South China Morning Post II 
 
22 January 2021: In Kunmig city, Wuhua district, Yunnan province, a knife-wielding man axed seven 
people outside the gate of the Yunnan Normal University-affiliated Experimental Middle School, 
before holding a boy hostage. The perpetrator was then shot in the head by a sniper. Source: 
Tribune India 
 
Maldives 
26 January 2021: Police arrested eight suspected members of an Islamic State-affiliated group as 
they uncovered a planned attack on a school while exams were in progress.* Source: ABC 
 
The Philippines 
18 January 2021: The Filipino Government scrapped a 1989 agreement that had prevented soldiers 
and police from entering the 17 campuses of the University of the Philippines without consent, in 
order to allow security forces to patrol the campuses over accusations that they had been a breeding 
ground for communist rebels. On January 19, Philippine students and activists staged a protest 
against that decision. Source: Reuters 

Middle East and North Africa 
Israel 
06 January 2021: In Beersheba city, Southern district, a cyberattack struck the Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev, resulting in a breach in a number of its servers. Source: The Jerusalem 
Post 
 
Syrian Arab Republic 
03 January 2021: At the industrial city roundabout in Al-Hasakah city, a number of teachers were 
arrested for conscription by Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) military police during a security 
campaign.* Source: ACLED1 
 
08 January 2021: In Basira, Deir-ez-Zor governorate, al-Shaheed Khalil Madhan al-Khalaf School 
was raided by SDF and two young men who lived in the school premises were arrested.* Source: 
SOHR 
 
January 2021: In Shadadah and Markada town, Al-Hasakah governorate, at least 30 teachers were 
arrested for conscription during a security campaign carried out by SDF. Source: ACLED1 
 
14 January 2021: In Ariha city, Idlib governorate, shelling from Syrian government missile launchers 
hit Martyr Muhammad al Sabbagh School, damaging its structure.* Source: SNHR 
 

https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://southeastasiaglobe.com/arson-schools-in-rohingya-camps/
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-and-crime/article/3117434/hong-kong-protests-police-chief-slams-chinese
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-and-crime/article/3117434/hong-kong-protests-police-chief-slams-chinese
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-and-crime/article/3117434/hong-kong-protests-police-chief-slams-chinese
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-and-crime/article/3119209/hong-kong-students-arrested-over-attack-security
https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/world/chinese-police-snipers-kill-hostage-taker-in-school-attack-202523
https://abcnews.go.com/International/wireStory/maldives-police-uncovered-plot-attack-school-75490037
https://www.reuters.com/article/uk-philippines-security-idUKKBN29O0EB
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/ben-gurion-university-targeted-by-cyberattack-extent-of-damage-unclear-654525
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/ben-gurion-university-targeted-by-cyberattack-extent-of-damage-unclear-654525
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://www.syriahr.com/en/199557/
https://acleddata.com/data-export-tool/
https://news.sn4hr.org/2021/01/15/syrian-regime-forces-shelled-a-school-in-ariha-city-in-idlib-suburbs-on-january-14/
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19 January 2021: In Darbasiyah, Al-Hasakah governorate, seven teachers were arrested by 
Asayish over charges of teaching Arabic to Syrian Kurd students and additional preparatory courses 
to high school students despite closure of schools.* Sources: SNHR and Syria Documentation 
Center  

Yemen 
20 January 2021: In Ozlat Qiyad, At Taiziyah, Taizz province, Houthi forces kidnapped eight 
teachers along with 22 other people. Source: ACLED1 

The Americas 
 Colombia 

01 January 2021: In the rural area of Yopal municipality, Casanare department, a teacher and 
member of the teachers' union FECODE was killed and his body was found with several knife 
injuries. Sources: ACLED1, RCN, El tiempo and La Opinion  
 
05 January 2021: In the rural area of Guachene municipality, Cauca department, a teacher and 
member of the local teachers' union was driving in the El Silencio area when he was ambushed and 
abducted by armed individuals wearing military uniforms. The victim was released on 8 January 
2021.* Sources: ACLED1, El Tiempo and Infobae 

Haiti 
25 January 2021: In Montrouis, Artibonite department, a female student was in a van returning from 
school when she was shot dead by gunmen in another vehicle who fired at the van. Source: ACLED1 

 

This Monthly News Brief comprises reported incidents of threatened or actual violence affecting education. It 

is part of the Education in Danger project by Insecurity Insight. It is prepared from information available in local, national 

and international news outlets and online databases.  

The incidents reported are not a complete nor a representative list of all events that affected the provision of education 

and have not been independently verified. All decisions made, on the basis of, or with consideration to, such information 

remains the responsibility of their respective organisations. 

This document is made possible by the generous support of the American people through the United States Agency 

for International Development (USAID). The contents are the responsibility of Insecurity Insight and do not necessarily 

reflect the views of USAID, the U.S. Government, or Save the Children Federation, Inc. 

Suggested citation: Insecurity Insight. 2021. Education in Danger Monthly News Brief, January 2021. 
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1 Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED) database attribution policy. Accessed 05 February 2021. 
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