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U 
NDP, with funding from the 

Government of China, is 

helping flood-affected 

communities in Nepal’s 

south cope with the effects 

of severe monsoon flooding 

In August last year, Nepal’s Terai region 

witnessed one of the worst floods it had 

seen in recent history. It was deemed the 

most devastating such event in the last 

60 years in the area for the losses it 

incurred in terms of lives and property. 

The floods caused extensive damage and 

displacement in over 34 Terai districts—

more than 80 percent of the land in the 

southern Terai was under water. 

Government records show that 134 

people lost their lives, and over 43,000 

homes were destroyed and 192,000 

others partially damaged, while tens of 

thousands of people were displaced. A 

post-flood assessment conducted by the 

Government of Nepal found that 1.7 

million people were affected by the 

disaster. 

Insight News 
United Nations In  Nepal 

High waters: Chinese assistance 

aiding post-flood recovery in 
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From RC’s Desk 

KATHMANDU, 31 January —  

Chinese Ambassador to Nepal Yu Hong and UNDP’s Country Director in Nepal Renaud 

Meyer observing the distribution of the Chinese Government-funded post-flood 

recovery packages to affected communities. 

Photo: UNDP 
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In response, UNDP, with funding from the 

Government of the People’s Republic of 

China, launched a US $4 million recovery 

project aimed to directly assist over 31,000 

flood-affected families in the Terai. This was 

in addition to the support worth US $1 

million that the Government of China had 

provided to Nepal immediately after the 

floods. At the time, UNDP had launched a 

separate emergency response 

programme—including cash-for-work 

schemes, free animal health camps, 

distribution of improved crop seeds and 

reconstruction of critical community 

infrastructures—that directly benefitted 

over 200,000 affected people. 

Chinese ambassador visits flood-

affected areas to observe recovery 

works 

On January 31, the Chinese Ambassador to 

Nepal Yu Hong and UNDP’s Country 

Director in Nepal Renaud Meyer joined 

newly-elected representatives of local 

governments in Dhanusha and Mahottari in 

observing the distribution of the Chinese 

Government-funded post-flood recovery 

packages to affected communities. 

“As a close neighbor, the Government of 

the People’s Republic of China is pleased to 

be able to bring you this assistance to help 

you recover from the crisis,” Hong said, 

addressing the crowd of locals gathered at 

the distribution centre in Loharpatti 

Municipality in Mahottari. “In partnership 

with UNDP, we are providing $4 million for 

recovery. We will continue to support Nepal 

and its people in their hour of need in the 

days to come.” 

The recovery packages are expected to offer 

short-term relief to flood-hit households, 

and UNDP seeks to further engage with 

local representative and governments to 

help realize the vision they have for the 

development of their areas. “We hope to 

soon explore with local governments some 

longer-term interventions on disaster 

preparedness and other local development 

priorities,” said UNDP Country Director 

Meyer. 

“We are grateful to the Government of 

People’s Republic of China for this generous 

support,” said Deputy Mayor of Loharpatti 

Sarita Sharma, emphasizing that there 

needed to be further efforts to help the 

municipality not just cope with recurring 

disasters but also prevent them in the first 

place. 

Poor people are more exposed to 

floods 

One of the areas hit hard by the monsoon 

flooding last year, the settlement of 

Loharpatti, spread along the banks of the 

Bagmati, is comprised almost entirely of the 

downtrodden and destitute. Since most of 

the inhabitants here were landless, the 

government had provided each of them 

with a small plot for free, barely enough to 

build a house upon. 

“We have no other land that we can farm 

on or use in any other productive way, 

which is why most of us are wage-workers,” 

said Jayan Narayan Sahani of the Madhav 

Narayan Municipality in Rautahat. “We 

might have been allowed to settle here, but 

there are no facilities of any kind: no proper 

roads, electricity or water supply, and to 

make matters worse, we’re inundated every 

year during the monsoon.” 

In 2017, the entire settlement was flooded 

and people had to leave their homes and 

possessions therein for two months or so 

and find shelter elsewhere until the waters 
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receded. “We took refuge at a railway track 

that was under construction in the absence 

of a better alternative,” said Nand Kishor 

Dhobi, another local. 

Similar stories abound across the Terai. 

Nathuni Mahara Chamar from the Singyahi 

Maran Village in Kamala Municipality 

recalled how living next to the Kamala River 

meant being always afraid of the prospect 

of flooding. “The infrastructure in our 

village copped a lot of damage this year,” 

he said. 

The recovery packages, then, were geared 

at providing the flood-affected with items of 

basic necessity, to help them start to put 

their lives back together. The kit includes 

blankets, shawls, water buckets, cooking 

utensils, plates and cutlery, as well as bed 

nets, a clean cooking stove, water filter and 

hygiene kits. 

 “The floods swept away all our 

belongings… we were left with nothing,” 

said Naresh Malik from Rautahat. “The 

recovery package has made it easier to cope 

with that loss, particularly in dealing with 

the cold wave that we’ve been suffering this 

past month.” 

Echoing him is Rita Devi Sada, a mother of 

seven from Dhanushadham who is grateful 

for the assistance she’s received, 

particularly the stove. “It cooks food much 

faster and uses much less firewood,” she 

says. “It’s just what we needed.” 

Floods have become practically routine for 

inhabitants of the plains, a dismal yearly 

event that causes sleepless nights. This has 

led to the realization of the urgent need for 

Disaster Risk Reduction/Management 

measures (DRR/M) to both stem and adapt 

to the effects of the floods. 

“We have been witnessing the floods for 

years and it is time we came up with a 

longer-term disaster preparedness plan,” 

said Deputy Mayor of Loharpatti, Sarita 

Sharma. 

UNDP Nepal has been working with the 

Government through a number of pilot 

projects that prepare communities for 

disasters through innovative early-warning 

systems and response plans. 

And now that the newly elected 

autonomous governments have taken up 

seats in the local level, and provincial 

governments are also in the process of 

formation, there is even more potential for 

strengthening DRR/M mechanims. "The 

synchronized efforts of these two 

governments should work for reducing 

disaster risks while accelerating the 

developmental process," said Dwarik Lal 

Chaudhary, mayor of Itahari Sub-

metropolitan city from Sunsari. 

To cope with various disasters, District 

Disaster Management Plan (DDMP) have 

been developed at the district level and 

local governments can develop their own 

Local Disaster Risk Management Plans 

(LDRMP). These plans should reflect the 

details of disaster risk as per the location’s 

context and reflect the specific 

vulnerabilities and capacities of the area. 

“Living as we do in such disaster-prone 

locations, it’s essential that development 

work consider disaster risks every step of 

the way,” said Dharmendra Kumar Jha, 

Ward Chair of Durga Bhagawati Rural 

Municipality. 

“Given the realities we are surrounded by, 

our rural municipality is keen to strengthen 

preparedness, and request donors to align 

their assistance with our priorities,” said 

Chair of the Bindhyabasini Rural 

Municipality in Parsa Shreelal Sah. 
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U 
nfordable and inaccessible 

health services, coupled with 

shortage of medicines at local 

health centers create barriers 

for Nepali returnee migrants from going for 

medical examination upon return, 

according to a study on ‘health 

vulnerabilities of cross border migrants 

from Nepal’ recently conducted by IOM in 

collaboration with Green Tara Nepal.   

Though over 98 per cent of the returnee 

migrants are aware that some disease 

induced by migration-related exposure or 

lifestyle-related activities may be 

transmitted to spouses, family and friends 

after return to Nepal, many respondents did 

not go through health check-up upon return 

citing it as ‘difficult’ to meet health care 

expenses. Things look worse as among 

those who sought health services felt that 

they had been discriminated while seeking 

treatment due to their migrant status.  

Same is the case at destination country, 

India, where the migrant workers face 

difficulties to access health services due to 

financial problem, lack of health insurance, 

delayed services, communication problems, 

and unfamiliar location etc.  

Many Nepali migrant workers in India 

experience work-relate risks such as unsafe 

and stressful working and living 

environments and delayed medical 

treatment.  

The preliminary findings of the research 

were shared at a meeting organized in 

Kathmandu on 26 February 2018 by IOM in 

order to share the findings and gather 

feedbacks and inputs from stakeholders. 

The meeting was attended by relevant UN 

Agencies, Ministries, CSOs and academia 

and provided with constructive feedback to 

the research outcome. Speaking as the 

Chief Guest at the event, Mr. Rajeev 

Pokharel, Under Secretary of Policy 

Planning and International Co-operation 

Division of Ministry of Health assured the 

Ministry’s readiness to collaborate with 

IOM and other stakeholders to implement 

the recommendations of the research to 

promote the health of cross border 

migrants.     

The study was conducted with the aim to 

describe general health status of Nepali 

returnee migrants from India, and to 

explore barriers to access quality health 

services in destination and host country, 

among others.  

Cross border migration between India and 

Nepal is very common and historic because 

of geo-political, socio-economic and socio 

cultural reasons. While it is assumed that 

thousands of Nepali and Indian people cross 

the border daily to travel and work due to 

open and porous border, proper official 

information on cross border mobility is not 

available. At the same time, majority of 

Nepalese migrant workers are of lower 

socio-economic status and access to health 

information and services both within and 

out of country is very limited.  

The study is part of “Strengthening 

Government’s Capacity in the Development 

and Implementation of National Strategic 

Action Plan on Migration Health in Nepal” 

project being implemented by IOM Nepal in 

close collaboration with Ministry of Health, 

and is funded by IOM Development Fund. 

Participants of IOM organized meeting to 

take stock on health vulnerabilities of 

returnee migrants. 

Photo: IOM 

Unaffordable and inaccessible 

health services create barriers for 

Nepali returnee migrants from 

going for medical examination 

KATHMANDU, 26 February —  
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In its efforts to inform and empower the 

teachers to transfer the lifesaving messages 

on disaster preparedness, response and 

recovery to schools and communities, 

UNESCO jointly with the Ministry of 

Education and National Centre for 

Educational Development (NCED) provided 

two four-day trainings on 6-9 and 11-14 

February 2018 in Chitwan.     

Over 60 officials from district education 

offices, education training centre, local 

government and school teachers from ten 

districts in Terai affected by flood 

participated in the training. They prepared a 

draft document highlighting the measures 

of effective education in emergencies in 

Nepal as a part of the training.    

Addressing the programme, NCED Director 

Dev Kumari Guragain stated that the 

children’s right to education should not be 

compromised during disasters. “We have to 

look at the possibility of adapting Disaster 

Risk Management into teachers’ 

professional development training” she 

added.  

Balaram Timilsina, National Professional 

Officer at UNESCO highlighted on the 

importance of life saving messages.  

The participants were oriented about the 

possible psychological distress brought by 

disasters among the children. Likewise, the 

teachers shared their experiences of 

delicately handling the children suffered 

from the post disaster trauma.  

A Comprehensive School Safety and 

Disaster Reduction Plan that comprise the 

components such as safe structure, 

strengthened disaster risk management and 

resilience in communities and among 

stakeholders was also shared with the 

participants.  

By the conclusion of the training, the 

participants were able to perform a sample 

mapping of vulnerability and capacity 

assessment of two schools in Chitwan with 

the mapping and ranking of hazards by 

creating historical timeline, listing the 

potential service providers and preparing a 

mobility map.  

The participants performed a mock drill on 

flood safety and micro teaching in groups to 

teach each other about preventing from the 

diseases caused by water contamination 

during flood and other major disasters.  

The program was chaired by Director of the 

Department of Education Deepak Sharma. 

While, the Executive Director of NCED was 

the chief guest and Chief District Officer of 

Chitwan was the Special Guest. Education 

Cannot Wait (ECW), a global fund for 

Education in emergencies supported the 

training to promote education as a priority 

in disaster affected areas.  

Mapping of vulnerability assessment of a 

school in Chitwan.  

Photo: UNESCO\D. Shrestha 

Education in Emergencies: UNESCO 

gears up with lifesaving messages 

to teachers 

KATHMANDU, 6-14 FEBRUARY 2018 —  
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The United Nations Capital Development 

Fund’s (UNCDF) MM4P programme and 

Tootle launched a new project to provide 

doorstep delivery of financial services   

Kathmandu Valley is the fastest growing 

urban agglomeration in South Asia . The 

rapid urbanization has resulted in an influx 

of migrants as well as traffic congestion and 

air pollution. Tootle launched a motorbike 

ride-share service in 2017, that allows those 

seeking rides to connect with motorbike 

owners interested in taking a passenger and 

earning additional income.  

UNCDF is providing a grant and technical 

support for Tootle to use its ride-share 

business to offer doorstep delivery of both 

financial and non-financial services. Riders 

can pay in cash or with their Tootle balance.  

The Tootle app allows riders to top up their 

Tootle Balance using e-Sewa, a digital 

wallet.  The project is to help Tootle drivers 

expand their business while expanding the 

availability and use of digital finance in 

partnership with digital financial service 

providers.  Soon, residents will be able to 

get food, packages delivered and cash in 

and cash out of their digital accounts in the 

first of its kind pilot.   

“We hope the support to Tootle will be a 

triple success – customers can get financial 

services at their doorstep, drivers can make 

more money, and Tootle can build its 

business” noted Sixit Bhatta, Co- founder 

and CEO of Tootle and Abhay Pareek, 

UNCDF Digital Finance Expert based in 

Kathmandu.   

 The project is part of UNCDF’s goal to 

improve people’s lives to make financial 

services more accessible and relevant for 

Nepal. Since 2013, UNCDF has worked with 

a range of companies, the government and 

international organizations to build digital 

finance in Nepal.  UNCDF uses grants and 

technical expertise to help companies test 

and scale up financial inclusion initiatives 

that use partnerships to reach low-income 

people. 

About MM4P  

The MM4P programme launched in 2012 

because UN Capital Development Fund 

(UNCDF) saw that the gains in digital 

financial services were not reaching the 

least developed countries.  UNCDF was 

designed to provide the correct mix of 

financial, technical and policy support to 

build robust digital finance ecosystems that 

reaches low-income people.   In doing so, it 

has helped accelerate growth in several 

countries. In Nepal, it has supported 

projects that have reached hundreds of 

thousands of Nepalis access digital financial 

services.    

For more information, visit mm4p.uncdf.org 

or follow @UNCDFMM4P and UNCDF 

MM4P. 

About UNCDF 

UNCDF is the UN’s capital investment 

agency for the world’s 48 least developed 

countries (LDCs). With its capital mandate 

and instruments, UNCDF offers “last mile” 

finance models that unlock public and 

private resources, especially at the 

domestic level, to reduce poverty and 

support local economic development. This 

last mile is where available resources for 

development are scarcest; where market 

failures are most pronounced; and where 

benefits from national growth tend to leave 

people excluded 

About TOOTLE 

Tootle is a software application that serves 

as a means to find motorcycle based 

services provided by third parties (Tootle 

partners). Tootle is a ride sharing service 

which aims to pioneer in the sharing 

economy which is an emerging concept in 

Nepal. 

Photo: Tootle driver and customer in 

action. 

 

UNCDF and Tootle partner to bring door to door 

financial services 

KATHMANDU,  15th February 2018— 
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More than 5,000 girls like Sangita have 

received the Rupantaran training, 

supported by UNFPA in coordination with 

the Department of Women and Children    

In her home district in far-western Nepal, 

Sangita BK needs no introduction. A well-

known activist against caste-based 

discrimination and child marriage, the 19-

year old has already been recognized for 

her achievements – and continues to be 

someone to keep an eye on. 

Sangita on her own stopped at least a dozen 

child marriages in the last three years by 

stepping in and convincing parents to delay 

the marriage. During the same period, she 

formed nine adolescent girl support groups, 

with a total of 197 active members. She 

herself leads one group, the Pariwartan 

Adolescent Girls’ Circle, with 28 members. 

As the leader of the group, she facilitates 

life skills sessions to empower girls with 

social and financial skills, and helps to grow 

and nurture a camaraderie and sense of 

solidarity which often proves important for 

young girls resisting early marriage.  

And not only that. A skilled advocate, she 

has convinced the local government 

authority to allocate a budget for continued 

activities.  

A voice for others 

Sangita’s activism was borne of frustration: 

from a young age, this girl from a Dalit 

family experienced caste-based 

discrimination.  “I asked my parents so 

many times: how can such discrimination 

exist in our society?” the 19-year-old Dalit 

girl stated, recalling bitter memories of 

being considered a less valuable, second-

class citizen. Unable to find an answer, she 

made a commitment to work against it.  

And so Nepal gained a powerful activist.  

Today, Sangita is an active campaigner 

against child marriage, working through 

adolescent girls’ groups to raise awareness, 

empower girls, and educate parents. The 

groups conduct peer education sessions in 

schools, community rallies, door-to-door 

campaigns and street dramas to raise 

awareness on child marriage and Chhaupadi 

(the practice of secluding women, often in 

unsafe and unhygienic conditions, during 

their menstruation) and to end gender-

based violence.  

Girl participants of Rupantaran training 

supported by UNFPA. 

 Photo: UNFPA 
A girl hero of far-western Nepal 

many look up to 
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Her parents, who belong to a poor family, 

wanted Sangita to get married when she 

was a 10th grader. The couple was 

surprised when she resisted – early 

marriage is very common in their 

community, and indeed in Nepal, where 

more than a third of women aged 20-24 

were married before the age of 18 – and 

one in ten before the age of 15. Overall, 

Nepal has one of the highest rates of child 

marriage in the world.  

“I was not against my parents, but against 

their mindset that a girl should be married 

off at an early age,” she says. “I repeatedly 

told them that for any girl education and 

empowerment comes before marriage. And 

they were convinced.” Many members of 

the girls’ groups have not only foiled their 

parents’ plan to marry them off at an early 

age, they also helped other girls from 

“avoiding the trap of child marriage”. 

Completing Grade 12 is a big achievement 

for any Dalit girl in a remote district like 

Bajhang, where a deeply entrenched 

preference for sons and caste-based 

discrimination exists. She has six sisters and 

two brothers. Three of her sisters have 

already married at an early age. “I will make 

sure that my two other sisters will receive 

as much education as they want and marry 

only after 20.” Now a graduate student, she 

treks five hours every day to and fro to 

reach her college. 

A long empowerment journey 

Empowerment doesn’t happen overnight.  

Girls like Sangita have been supported by 

UNFPA in collaboration with the Women 

and Children’s Office under the Department 

of Women and Children since 2013 when 

they received a five-day leadership training 

on advocating and campaigning for 

protecting their rights to education and 

health, including access to sexual and 

reproductive health information and 

services. “When people understand why 

gender-based violence or child marriage 

should end and act accordingly, that’s a big 

change,” she said.  

In 2015, she was given a chance to brush up 

on her advocacy skills. She received a two-

weeks-long Community Psycho-social 

Workers’ Training and a three-weeks-long  

Social and Financial Skill Package  Training 

from the Government’s District Women and 

Children’s Office and UNFPA, supported 

under the Global Programme to End Child 

Marriage, jointly implemented by UNFPA 

and UNICEF. The package is known as 

“Rupantaran” (“transformation” in Nepali) 

and equips young girls with a range of skills, 

from basic accounting, to knowledge on 

nutrition, sexual and reproductive health, 

human rights, and civic participation. “The 

knowledge I acquired from this training has 

helped me give a voice to other girls so that 

they can take ownership of their lives and 

develop their leadership and skills,” says 

Sangita.  

Since the programme was launched in 

Nepal in March 2015, more than 5,000 girls 

like Sangita have received the Rupantaran 

training, in districts across Nepal.   

Bound and determined 

Sangita has been able to secure 

government funds for girls’ empowerment. 

Her continuous advocacy and lobbying 

convinced the local Government authority 

to allocate a budget.  

“She is a role model in her community and 

family and many girls look up to her,” says 

Tita Magar, an official at the Women and 

Children’s Office. Sangita wants to continue 

her studies and earn a Master’s degree. Her 

dream is to become a Government officer 

and work for gender equality, women’s and 

girl’s empowerment and end harmful 

practices like child marriage. 

 “Because of this training, I could step 

outside my home. Today I can confidently 

share the knowledge and skills I have with 

other girls,” she says.   

Sangita BK. 

Photo: UNFPA 

“I was not 

against my 

parents, but 

against their 

mindset that a 

girl should be 

married off at an 

early age.” 
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T 
he United Nations together with 

the Embassy of the State of Israel, 

the Embassy of the Federal 

Republic of Germany and the 

European Union to Nepal, observed the 

International Day of Commemoration in 

Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust 

from 23 January to 26 January.  

The formal event was marked at the 

German Embassy by lighting six candles by 

the chief of National Human Rights 

Commission of Nepal as Chief Guest, 

ambassadors of Germany, Israel, United 

Nations and European Union. The event 

was participated in by the diplomatic 

community, government officials, media 

and the civil society. 

United Nations Resident Coordinator to 

Nepal Valérie Julliand stressed on the 

importance of this commemoration and 

delivered SG’s message on the occasion. 

This event was followed by screening 3 

documentaries namely "Children of the 

Holocaust”, “Hitler's Children" and "The 

Ninth Day" at the hall of Nepal Tourism 

Board on 24 January. Also, a three-day long 

art exhibition from 24 January to 26 January 

2018 titled: Butterfly Project: Remembering 

the Children of the Holocaust and To Bear 

Witness: Holocaust photo Exhibition was at 

display at Nepal Art Council. 

Both the screening of the documentaries 

and the Art exhibition was open to public 

and schools. 

Besides, on 26 January, UNIC in 

collaboration with the Embassy of Israel, 

conducted a half day long interaction 

programme with 30 high school students 

from different institutions in the UN House 

conference room by screening “Children of 

the Holocaust” and discussing on the lesson 

learnt for Nepali youths in line with the 

teaching tools of the Butterfly Project.  

In all the activities, SG’s message was widely 

distributed to all participants. Besides, UNIC 

widely disseminated SG’s message through 

its social media. 

 

Int’l Day of Commemoration in 

Memory of  the Victims of the 

Holocaust marked in Nepal 
KATHMANDU 23-26 JAN 2018 — 

United Nations Resident Coordinator to 

Nepal Valérie Julliand addressing the 

commemoration of the holocaust at the 

German Ambassador’s residence.  

Photo: UNIC 

Participating students in Holocaust event in UN House.  Photo: UNIC 
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UNITED NATIONS 
INFORMATION CENTRE KATHMANDU 

UN House 

Pulchowk, Kathmandu, Nepal 

Phone: +977 (1) 5523200 

Web:  UN.INFO.NP  

E-mail: unic.kathmandu@unic.org 

https://www.facebook.com/unicktm 

https://twitter.com/unickathmandu 

https://www.youtube.com/unicktm 

Gender parity internship in UNIC since June 2014 — March 2018 

 

Wishing all readers a Happy International 

Women’s Day ! 

http://un.info.np/
https://www.facebook.com/unicktm
https://twitter.com/unickathmandu
https://www.youtube.com/unicktm

