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Libya Holds Second National Mine/ERW Risk 
Education Workshop
As 2011 came to an end, real progress on the 

national coordination of risk education (RE) for 

mine and other explosive remnants of war (ERW) 

in Libya seemed to begin. The first ever national 

workshop on the subject was held in Tripoli, with 

representatives from Government, the UN and 

international and national NGOs coming together 

to discuss how best to meet the RE needs across 

Libya. 

Yesterday, those discussions continued in a second 

workshop, which was opened by Najia Abdullah Subkha 

from the Ministry of Education. “I hope we succeed in 

protecting the Libyan citizen,” she said. 

The one-day workshop was organized by the Joint Mine 

Action Coordination Team (JMACT), a partnering of the 

UN and international Mine Action NGOs. Since April, 

JMACT partners have provided RE to more than 84,000 

Libyans. But that is just a fraction of the people that 

need to be reached given the extent of the contamina-

tion. 

“It is difficult to exaggerate how crucial mine risk 

education is 

to prevent 

further loss 

of life and 

s u f f e r i n g , ” 

said Michele 

F e r e n z , 

Acting Head 

of Office 

for the UN 

C h i l d r e n ’ s 

F u n d 

( U N I C E F ) . 

“To look for-

ward to the 

future with 

confidence, 

boys and girls must be empowered to protect them-

selves today. We thank the Ministry of Education for its 

commitment in this regard.”

UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS) Programme Manager 

Max Dyck said, “The mine risk education sector is really 

leading the way for the rest of us in mine action because 

you are having your second meeting...What we need 
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Participants at the second national Mine/

ERW Risk Education Workshop. Tripoli, 15 

January. Photo: S. Carmichael/UNMAS

http://www.twitter.com/JMACTLibya
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jmactlibya
http://www.facebook.com/JMACTLibya
http://www.mineaction.org/downloads/1/Final%20Mine%20action%20appeal%20document%20%28smaller%20file%29.pdf


See More Photos

For more pictures from the 

second national Mine/ERW 

Risk Education Workshop held 

in Tripoli on 15 January, visit 

JMACT on

to do as we move forward is further 

integrate the efforts that you on the 

ground are doing into the daily activ-

ities of the Libyan Government.”

Present at the workshop were 

JMACT partners, including 

¬Handicap International (HI), 

International Committee of the Red 

Cross (ICRC), Mines Advisory Group 

(MAG), Save the Children, Swiss 

Foundation for Mine Action (FSD), 

UN Mine Action Service (UNMAS) 

and UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 

as well as members of local civil 

society, including AMAN Libya and 

the Scouts. 

There were also 

representatives 

from the Libyan 

G o v e r n m e n t , 

including from 

the Ministry of 

Defence.

 

The discussions 

at the workshop 

centered on the 

integration of RE 

into school curriculum, RE informa-

tion management systems, and cre-

ating next steps for the way forward 

towards coordinating a cohesive RE 

strategy country-wide.

(L-R) Michele Ferenz, Acting Head of Office, UNICEF; Najia 

Abdullah Subkha, Ministry of Education; Max Dyck, Programme 

Manager, UNMAS. Tripoli, 15 January Photo: S. Carmichael/

UNMAS

Dispatches 
From The Field

JMACT partners report 
back on their weekly 
activities and impact

ICRC Redeploys to Sirte and the Nafusa 
Mountains
ICRC team one redeployed to 

the Nafusa mountains on 12 

January, where they will work 

until 26 January. 

They will then move to another area of 

operations according to humanitarian 

priorities. 

ICRC team two redeployed to Sirte 

on 15 January, and will work there for 

the foreseeable future. Both teams will 

conduct EOD spot tasks, removing 

remnants of war that threaten people’s 

towns and villages. 

Risk Education continues to be imple-

mented through the Libyan Red 

Crescent Society and community vol-

unteers, with eleven branches trained. 

The ICRC Risk Education Field Officer 

conducted a field visit to Sirte to fol-

low up on volunteer activities on 4-5 

January.

For more information on ICRC, visit 

their website at www.icrc.org.

UNOPS Mine Action Cluster is hiring! For more information, click here.

http://www.facebook.com/JMACTLibya
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jmactlibya
http://www.icrc.org/
http://www.unops.org/english/whoweneed/Pages/Vacancies.aspx


ABOUT JMACT 
What we do

The Joint Mine Action 

Coordination Team, a partnering 

of the UN and international NGOs, 

presents a coordinated mine 

action response to the explosive 

remnants of war threat in Libya. 

This threat, which includes the 

large amount of ammunition that 

is freely accessible and in poor 

storage conditions, has drastically 

increased following the recent 

conflict, and has implications for 

not only the Libyan people, but 

also for the international commu-

nity. JMACT provides coordina-

tion, prioritizes clearance tasks, 

mobilizes resources and liaises 

with the appropriate authorities 

in Libya. JMACT Headquarters is 

located in Tripoli, with operational 

offices in Benghazi and Misratah 

as well as a logistics hub in Malta.

For More 
Information
Contact us

In Tripoli:

Max Dyck | UNMAS Programme 

Manager | maximilliand@unops.

org | +218 919357712

Stefanie Carmichael | UNMAS 

Communications Officer | 

stefaniec@unops.org | +218 

919471003

In New York:

Elena Rice | UNMAS 

Programme Officer | ricee@

un.org | +1 212 963 6975

Handicap International’s (HI) 

Community Liaison (CL) Team 

worked in Misratah and Dafnia 

this week, responding to reports 

that came in through the hotline. In 

total, four Dangerous Areas were 

reported, with several Explosive 

Remnants of War (ERW) found in 

the agricultural areas. 

HI also continued its focus on Risk 

Education (RE), conducting seven RE 

sessions in Misratah and Zliten in coor-

dination with the Zliten Scouts. These 

RE sessions were addressed to school 

children and teachers and meant an 

additional 1,068 people being informed 

of the risks of 

landmines and 

other ERW. 

HI also cur-

rently has a 

stand at the 

E n g i n e e r i n g 

C o l l e g e 

E x h i b i t i o n , 

which took 

place from 

12-13 January, 

in which HI 

staff distrib-

uted RE materials and explained their 

RE/CL activities in the region.

For more information on HI, visit their 

website at www.handicap-international.

org/.

Handicap International Reaches 1,068 through 
Risk Education

An Explosive Remnant of War that was found by Handicap 

International’s Community Liaison Team in a Dangerous Area report-

ed to the hotline. Photo: Handicap International

FSD Works Over the 
Holidays to Make 
51 Houses and 4 
Schools Safe for 
Return 

The Swiss Foundation for Mine 

Action (FSD) kept its teams in 

Libya during the Christmas holi-

days to ensure its life-saving 

work could continue uninter-

rupted. 

I n 

To b r u k , 

FSD con-

tinues to 

wait for 

e x p l o -

sives in 

order to 

complete 

the final phase and the clearing of its 

destroyed Ammunition Storage Areas. 

In Al Alabya, FSD teams continue their 

visual search Battle Area Clearance, 

clearing several unexploded ordnance 

(UXO) from the area. 

Meanwhile, operations in Misratah 

remain suspended as efforts are con-

centrated in the heaviest impacted 

areas of Sirte. Three teams worked in 

Sirte over the Christmas and New Year 

period, achieving good results and 

forming good links with the affected 

communities and authorities. 

Because of the priority humanitarian 

situation there, FSD decided not to 

stand down over the holidays. In fact, 

A Risk Education session is conducted by the Zliten Scouts at Zliten 

Central School on 9 January 2012. Photo: Handicap International

mailto:maximilliand@unops.org
mailto:maximilliand@unops.org
http://www.handicap-international.org/
http://www.handicap-international.org/


the teams enlarged over this period, 

with four teams operational, and a fifth 

team soon to be as well. Five medical 

orderlies have also been trained and 

are working with the FSD teams.

In Sirte, FSD also carried out a Risk 

Education (RE) assessment, which 

was followed by the training of local 

Libyan Red Crescent volunteers, flyer 

distribution, the placement of billboards 

on busy roads, and direct contact with 

local residents, hospitals and authori-

ties. 

FSD is now looking to establish an 

integrated Risk Education Office in the 

city to combine efforts for spot task-

ing. The FSD Mine Risk Education 

Coordinator will move from Tunisia to 

Sirte this week on a permanent basis 

for management of RE activities. 

For more information on FSD, visit their 

website at http://www.fsd.ch/.  

Resource of the 
Week

New Issue Brief - 

Ammunition Marking: 

Current Practices and 

Future Possibilities

Ammunition marking—includ-

ing all the marks applied on 

individual cartridges and their 

packaging, containing informa-

tion crucial for their identifica-

tion—facilitates accounting for 

ammunition use, safe trans-

portation, storage, and quality 

control. Within the international 

arms control community there 

is an ongoing debate about how 

useful marking is in helping to 

trace transfers of ammunition 

from one user group to another.

A new Small Arms Survey Issue 

Brief—Ammunition Marking: 

Current Practices and Future 

Possibilities—examines marking 

as it relates to the tracing of car-

tridge-based ammunition—such 

as that used in pistols, rifles, 

shotguns, and machine guns—

and its packaging.

Click here to download

Clockwise from top left: FSD and Libyan Red Crescent Risk Education teams place posters around Sirte; FSD hands out leaflets at the 

Ebnou Sina Hospital in Sirte; a high-explosive, squash-head (HESH) on Sirte’s main road to be removed by FSD; the UXO museum in 

Sirte is monitored daily by FSD. Photos: FSD

DDG Remains Focused on Sirte
The Danish Demining Group 

remains engaged in the com-

pletion of explosive ordnance 

disposal (EOD) rapid response 

tasks that are being reported 

daily in Sirte. Areas of the city 

are also being systematically 

searched. 

The ICBL released Cluster Munition 

Monitor on 16 November and Landmine 

Monitor on 23 November. Preparations 

for 2012 are now underway. 

The team this week has also conduct-

ed continuation training, focusing on 

Communications, GPS and CASEVAC.

CASEVAC training will continue in the 

coming week under team leaders.

A film crew from the European 

Commission will be accompanying 

DDG operational teams for two days 

this week.

For more information on DDG, visit 

their site at www.danishdemining-

group.dk/.

http://www.fsd.ch/
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/G-Issue-briefs/SAS-IB3-Ammunition-Marking.pdf
http://www.danishdemininggroup.dk/
http://www.danishdemininggroup.dk/
http://www.smallarmssurvey.org/fileadmin/docs/G-Issue-briefs/SAS-IB3-Ammunition-Marking.pdf


ICBL Seeks Local Researcher for Annual 
Monitors 2012: Deadline to Apply 20 January
The Landmine and Cluster 

Munition Monitor is an initia-

tive providing research for 

the International Campaign to 

Ban Landmines (ICBL) and 

the Cluster Munition Coalition 

(CMC). It is the de facto moni-

toring regime for the Mine Ban 

Treaty and the Convention on 

Cluster Munitions.  

The ICBL released Cluster Munition 

Monitor on 16 November and Landmine 

Monitor on 23 November. Preparations 

for 2012 are now underway. 

The Monitor is seeking researchers to 

contribute to its online Country Profile 

for Libya in 2012. This position involves 

part-time research and writing from 

February-May/July, and researchers 

must be available through October to 

respond to requests for clarification or 

additional information during the edit-

ing process. All interested applicants 

should review previous reports, avail-

able online at www.the-monitor.org. 

Researchers must conduct research 

and writing to the Monitor’s rigorous 

standards.

For more details on what the position 

entails, please visit the ICBL’s Call 

to Join the Monitor’s 2012 Research 

Network (click here).

If you are interested or know someone 

who is, please download the applica-

tion form (click here) and submit it to  

jacqueline@icblcmc.org no later than 

20 January.

JMACT Impact By Numbers

JMACT Libya Weekly 16 January 2012

Spread the word!

Know someone who would 

find this report useful? Help us 

spread the word about JMACT 

work. 

Email Stefanie Carmichael, 

UNMAS Communications Officer 

at stefaniec@unops.org to be 

added to our distribution list!

Number of Clearance Teams     28

Number of Risk Education Teams     30

Number of ERW cleared since April 2011    126,155

Number of Direct Beneficiaries of Risk Education since April 2011 84,919

Number of ERW-affected Schools Cleared since April 2011  60

Number of Houses Cleared since April 2011    2,624

Number of Internationals Working in Libya    70

Number of National Staff       361

http://www.the-monitor.org/index.php/LM/About-Us/Opportunities/Researchers/monitor-2012-researchers-call
http://www.the-monitor.org/index.php/LM/About-Us/Opportunities/Researchers/monitor-2012-researchers-call
http://www.the-monitor.org/index.php/LM/About-Us/Opportunities/Researchers/monitor-2012-researchers-call
http://www.the-monitor.org/index.php/LM/About-Us/Opportunities/Researchers/monitor-2012-researchers-call
http://www.the-monitor.org/index.php/LM/About-Us/Opportunities/Researchers/2012-Monitor-research-application-form
mailto:jacqueline@icblcmc.org
mailto:stefaniec@unops.org

