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JMACT Welcomes 2012 with Renewed 
Commitment but Still Lacks Sufficient Resources
At the end of 2011, the Joint Mine Action 

Coordination Team (JMACT) launched an appeal 

for greater support towards reducing the con-

tamination of mines and other explosive remnants 

of war (ERW) in Libya. Without greater funds, 

life-saving mine action work would be forced to 

reduce even in the face of rising threats. 

At the start of this new year, that message still rings true. 

The JMACT is now beginning to work in coordination 

with the newly formed Libya Centre for Mine Action and 

Remnants of War, itself a strong signal of Libya’s desire 

to help recover from the destruction caused by the war.

However, as survey teams uncover new threats in pre-

viously inaccessible parts of the country, the response 

required is greater than the current capacity of both the 

JMACT and the national authority combined. 

“It’s the beginning of a new year, which always means 

the opportunity to renew commitment towards whatever 

challenges you’re facing,” says UNMAS Programme 

Manager Max Dyck. “The challenge we’re facing here in 

Libya with respect to mines and other ERW is immense. 

But in this case, commitment just isn’t enough to get the 

job done.”

Several donors heard that message loud and clear, and 

stepped up to the plate to fight this battle alongside the 

Libyan Government and the JMACT. Australia gave $2 

million to the JMACT; Germany gave 750,000 Euros 

to the Libya Centre for Mine Action and Remnants of 

War. But that is a mere fraction of the funds needed to 

continue the surveying, clearance operations, and risk 

education that it will take to eliminate the risk of these 

weapons to Libyans.
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Sirte was one of the cities to 

suffer some of the most extreme 

devastation during the recent 

conflict. As a result of the con-

tamination, it also requires a 

greater concentration of JMACT 

resources. Photo: B.Vukovic, 

2011.

DDG Helps Sirte Start New Year On Safe Ground
After a brief new years holiday 

celebrated in Tripoli, the Danish 

Demining Group (DDG) moved 

its team back to Sirte, where 

it worked to clear nine tasks 

that had been reported over the 

holidays.

This included clearing 19 landmines 

and other explosive remnants of war 

(ERW), and completing clearance of 

one school, making it safe for its stu-

dents to return for the new school year. 

This week, DDG also begins a one-

week refresher course for existing 

staff, and an introduction for new staff, 

which will cover medical safety and 

response, driving safety, explosive 

ordnance disposal (EOD), and com-

munications. Following this training, 

the teams will be redeployed to their 

previous operations. 

For more information on DDG, visit 

their website at www.danishdemining-

group.dk.
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ICBL Seeks Local Researcher for Landmine and 
Cluster Munition Monitor 2012
The Landmine and Cluster 

Munition Monitor is an initia-

tive providing research for 

the International Campaign to 

Ban Landmines (ICBL) and 

the Cluster Munition Coalition 

(CMC). It is the de facto moni-

toring regime for the Mine Ban 

Treaty and the Convention on 

Cluster Munitions.  

The ICBL released Cluster Munition 

Monitor on 16 November and Landmine 

Monitor on 23 November. Preparations 

for 2012 are now underway. 

The Monitor is seeking researchers to 

contribute to its online Country Profile 

for Libya in 2012. This position involves 

part-time research and writing from 

February-May/July, and researchers 

must be available through October to 

respond to requests for clarification or 

additional information during the edit-

ing process. All interested applicants 

should review previous reports, avail-

able online at www.the-monitor.org. 

Researchers must conduct research 

and writing to the Monitor’s rigorous 

standards.

For more details on what the position 

entails, please visit the ICBL’s Call 

to Join the Monitor’s 2012 Research 

Network (click here).

If you are interested or know someone 

who is, please download the applica-

tion form (click here) and submit it to  

jacqueline@icblcmc.org no later than 

20 January.

Weekly News 
Roundup
Click on the title to read full article

Sudan leader offers help disarm-

ing Libyan militias

(AP, 07.01.12)

Libyan children pay high price 

for curiosity over weapons 

(CNN, 04.01.12)

Armed clashes erupt in central 

Tripoli

(AP, 03.01.12)

ABC News Investigations of the 

Year: Missing Libyan Missiles

(ABC, 31.12.11)
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at stefaniec@unops.org to be 

added to our distribution list!

Number of Clearance Teams     26

Number of Risk Education Teams     23

Number of ERW cleared since April 2011    126,155

Number of Direct Beneficiaries of Risk Education since April 2011 46,832

Number of ERW-affected Schools Cleared since April 2011  60

Number of Houses Cleared since April 2011    2,624

Number of Internationals Working in Libya    78

Number of National Staff       408

JMACT Operations By Location
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