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Deadly Explosive Remnants of War in Libya 

 
Fighting in Libya since February has led to a significant Explosive Remnants of War 

(ERW) contamination that threatens to increase the number of deaths and injuries of 

civilians and aid workers as well as jeopardize the delivery of life-saving humanitarian 

aid. The ongoing conflict is creating a deadly topography in homes, communities and 

workplaces with a lethal collection of unexploded ordnance, abandoned ammunition and 

newly laid landmines.  

 
The Joint Mine Action Coordination Team 

 

To present a coordinated mine action response to the ERW threat in Libya, the United 

Nations and International NGOs have partnered to form the Joint Mine Action 

Coordination Team (JMACT). The JMACT works with mine action actors on the ground, 

providing coordination, prioritizing clearance tasks, mobilizing resources and liaising 

with the appropriate authorities and the international community active in Libya. The 

JMACT has now opened a sub-office in Zarzis, Tunisia in order to coordinate the 

increasing ERW and Risk Education operations in Western Libya and Tunisia following 

the continued conflict in the region. 

 
In the past week, the first technical mine action equipment arrived into Libya; this 

equipment is desperately needed to allow for further technical operations by the JMACT 

and its Partners.  A total of 1.2 tonnes belonging to both MAG and FSD were 

successfully received in Misrata, with another 800kgs for DCA sailing in the next few 

days.  Up until this week the lack of technical equipment had been the major constraint in 

conducting full scale operations. 

 

 

 

UNMAS 

Through the coordination efforts  of UNMAS; The JMACT Partners’ equipment is 

loaded onto the I-GO Aid Foundation ship headed for Misrata, Libya. 

UNMAS 



 
 
 
From the JMACT’s inception the issue of logistics supply of mine action equipment was 

identified as a problem because of its dual military nature. UNMAS, as the coordination 

body for the JMACT, took on both finding and funding a solution. Malta was identified 

as the only viable transit route and after negotiations with the Maltese Government and 

approval from the UN Sanctions Committee, the supply route was opened up. 

 

UNMAS would especially like to thank the Government of Malta who have been 

exceptionally supportive of mine action’s unique needs and have provided assistance 

allowing all JMACT partners to operate.  The I-GO Aid Foundation, an NGO set up to 

deliver supplies and support to the Libyan people, has been operating a much needed 

logistics corridor between Malta and Libya. By using this corridor it was possible for 

mine action equipment to be safely delivered to Misrata.  I-GO provided invaluable 

support and assistance throughout the process and it is hoped that the relationship 

between the JMACT partners and I-GO will strengthen as we continue to scale up 

operations in Libya. 
 

Operations Update 

 
 

Swiss Foundation for Mine Action (FSD) 

 

The FSD Battle Area Clearance team continues to make significant progress in clearing 

the outer perimeter of the ammunition storage area in Tobruk, thus reducing the threat of 
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ERW that was shot out when the ammunition storage area was destroyed. The team 

succeeded in clearing 50,100 m
2
 last week, locating 759 ERW items that were 

transported to a safe location for destruction, this brings the total number of ERW cleared 

from the area to 1,525. The team also continued marking dangerous areas to warn of the 

dangers of handling explosive ordnance and scrap hunting. 

 

In addition to the clearance of the ASA area, the team are in close liaison with the local 

population and have cleared a strip of land in the nearby area where 48 inhabitants live, 

significantly reducing the risk of harm to the local population.  
 

 

Handicap International 

 

Handicap international has partnered with the 

Scout’s Association in raising awareness 

among children and adults of the many dangers 

of ERW. Working in the IPD camps in 

Benghazi, Ajdabiya, Misrata and Brega, HI 

have distributed 30,000 information leaflets, 

erected billboards and provided direction for 

locals to report any suspicious items.  

 

In addition to this support, HI has trained local 

volunteers who are providing direct 

presentations to locals in Benghazi and 

Ajdabiya. The presentations are aimed at 

children asthey are considered as one of the 

most vulnerable groups. HI has developed a 

number of games and activities to ensure that 

the presentations are both interesting for the 

children as well as being highly educational. HI is in the process of developing further 

activity booklets to distribute to children so they are able to continue their Risk Education 

whilst at home.  
 

HI has developed a radio broadcast that provides safety messaging to the local 

communities and has begun educating Mosque leaders who further disseminate the 

information. They are also in contact with the Education Authorities in Benghazi to begin 

discussions of providing teachers with the tools to educate children in MRE when they 

return to school in early September.  
 

 

ICRC 

 

The ICRC team has re-established their presence in Misrata and is working in partnership 

with DCA and MAG for the initiation of the Basic Searchers training course. 
 

 

HI 

Libyan Children reading their new activity 

books, developed by Handicap 

International educating them of the 

dangers of ERW. 



 
 
 

A street museum in Ajdabiya, UXO 

collected by the local population. The MAG 

team removed the threat. 

Information Management & Mine Action Programs (iMMAP) 

 

iMMAP is currently developing IMSMA forms for use in Libya and preparing to 

populate IMSMA with current ERW related data. IMSMA allows for the collection, 

standardization and management of mine action data using geographical tools. The 

iMMAP team will also deploy the IMSMA Remote Entry tool to mine action partners in 

Libya to allow for accurate data collection. The immediate focus will be on the 

immediate high humanitarian impact data, followed by NATO data and in the longer term 

address the legacy of WWII minefields. 

 

 

Mines Advisory Group 

 

The MAG EOD team in Ajdabiya has successfully cleared over 1,000 items of Small 

Arms Ammunition and 78 other larger UXO, including 17 High Explosive Anti-Tank 

warhead projectiles and two anti-tank 

mines. All items have been securely stored 

ready for destruction at a later date. The 

EOD team has also successfully cleared 

UXO from a school in Ajdabiya where 

locals were collecting items and displaying 

them as ‘street museums’ in a similar 

fashion to the items displayed through the 

streets of Misrata.  

 

MAG has also participated in first aid 

training for its EOD teams, which will be 

followed up weekly to further reinforce 

basic trauma management.  

 

MAG is currently preparing to deploy MRE teams to Tunisia to provide education to the 

Libyan refugees that have fled the continued violence in the Nafusa Mountains.  

 

MAG’s technical field manager has also provided risk education to Handicap 

International and Save The Children personnel. 
 

Challenges 
 

Ongoing fighting in the Nafusa Mountains in Western Libya is of serious concern for the 

JMACT. The recent UN assessment mission into the Nafusa Mountains found that ERW 

was present in almost all locations visited. Human Rights Watch and ICRC have reported 

a number of mine fields near the town of Zintan in the Nafusa Mountains, including two 

minefields leading to a Boy Scouts building. ICRC reports that 11 people were injured 

and 3 killed in a single ordnance related incident and mine victims are being reported 

along the frontline near Zlitan. 

 

MAG 



 
 
 
There is still an immediate need for the provision of mine risk education for the estimated 

70,000 refugees that have fled the conflict into Tunisia. It is expected that many of these 

refugees will return to Libya as soon as the security situation stabilizes. 

 

There is an urgent requirement for further Risk Education and ERW clearance operations 

throughout the Misrata area, as ERW remains a grave threat to the safety and security of 

the local population. Earlier this week three children were badly injured when playing 

with a discarded rifle grenade. The rifle grenade exploded causing all three children to 

require treatment for fragment injuries and one sadly lost his hand and eyesight as a result 

of the blast. 

 
Contact Information 

For more information please contact: 
 

Benghazi: Max Dyck, JMACT Team Leader, maximilliand@unops.org, 0926233795 

Malta: Matthew Williams, JMACT Programme Officer, mattheww@unops.org, +35 699622860 
New York: Amy White, UNMAS Programme Officer, white9@un.org, +1 917 3673953 


