
JOINT MINE ACTION COORDINATION TEAM - LIBYA 
Weekly	  Report	  #	  7	  

4	  July	  2011	  
 
Deadly Explosive Remnants of War in Libya 
	  
Fighting in Libya since February has led to a significant Explosive Remnants of War 
(ERW) contamination that threatens to increase the number of deaths and injuries of 
civilians and aid workers as well as jeopardize the delivery of life-saving humanitarian 
aid. The ongoing conflict is creating a deadly topography in homes, communities and 
workplaces with a lethal collection of unexploded ordnance, abandoned ammunition and 
newly laid landmines.  
 
The Joint Mine Action Coordination Team 
 
To present a coordinated mine action response to the ERW threat in Libya, the United 
Nations and International NGOs have partnered to form the Joint Mine Action 
Coordination Team (JMACT). The JMACT works with mine action actors on the ground, 
providing coordination, prioritizing clearance tasks, mobilizing resources and liaising 
with the appropriate authorities and the international community active in Libya. 
 
Operations Update 

 
DanChurchAid 
 
The DCA team conducted surveys of the Misrata “street museums” and checkpoints to 
determine the type and amount of ammunition collected and displayed. Many of the 
Misrata “street museums” contain a large percentage of unexploded ordnance that 

Current	  Deployment	  of	  Mine	  Action	  Teams	  

Current	  Deployment	  of	  Mine	  Action	  Teams	  



threatens the safety of Misrata citizens. Checkpoints in Misrata have also become 
unofficial drop off points for ERW. DCA is now providing sandbags at checkpoints for 
the construction of semi-bunkers to provide protection to the civilian population. DCA 
also conducted survey and marking tasks in preparation for Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal. 
 
DCA also worked in collaboration with the JMACT Misrata Sub-office in order to assess 
ERW clearance priorities. 
 
DCA is also now preparing for the initiation of the Basic Searchers course in Misrata in 
conjunction with ICRC and MAG. During the last week, the DCA medic conducted an 
assessment of hospitals for MEDEVAC of injured national and international staff and 
provided Basic Life Support training sessions for Red Crescent Volunteers. 
 
Swiss Foundation for Mine Action (FSD) 
 
The FSD Battle Area Clearance team continues to make significant progress in clearing 
the outer perimeter of the ammunition storage area in Tobruk, thus reducing the threat of 
ERW that was shot out when the ammunition storage area was destroyed. The team 
succeeded in clearing 48 400 m2 last week, locating 322 ERW items that were 
transported to a safe location for destruction. The team also continued marking dangerous 
areas to warn of the dangers of handling explosive ordnance and scrap hunting. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Libyan FSD BAC Searcher marking UXO (left). A new item found due visual 
search so attention of supervisor required (right).  
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ICRC 
The ICRC team re-deployed to Misrata last week and is working in partnership with 
DCA and MAG for the initiation of the Basic Searchers training course in Misrata. 
 
Information Management & Mine Action Programs (iMMAP) 
 
iMMAP is currently developing IMSMA forms for use in Libya and preparing to 
populate IMSMA with current ERW related data. IMSMA allows for the collection, 
standardization and management of mine action data using geographical tools. The 
iMMAP team will also deploy the IMSMA Remote Entry tool to mine action partners in 
Libya to allow for accurate data collection. The immediate focus will be on the 
immediate high humanitarian impact data, followed by NATO data and finally address 
the legacy of WWII minefields. 
 
Mines Advisory Group 
 
MAG completed the visual search for ERW of two military bases in Ajdabiya and will 
now begin visual search of a destroyed ammunition storage area in the city. The 
destroyed ammunition storage area contains a mix of ammunition, including 106mm 
HEAT rounds, RPGs and missiles and poses a serious threat to the community. 
 
Last week MAG also identified a new dangerous area in Ajdabiya that contains a 
significant ERW contamination. On 18th June a 20-year-old shepherd was killed in the 
dangerous area due to an accident with an ERW. MAG is working with Handicap 
International to ensure MRE training in the area also targets shepherds who are at risk 
from ERW. 
 
MAG also conducted Trauma Management training for UXO / Mine clearance teams to a 
group of 10 doctors in Benghazi; two of those who participated in the training will be 
employed as medical support to the MAG team working in Ajdabiya. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A military base in Ajdabiya 
where bunkers have been 
destroyed, ejecting 
dangerous ERW into all 
directions 
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Challenges 
	  
Ongoing fighting in the Nafusa Mountains in Western Libya is of serious concern for the 
JMACT. While the security situation prevents the assessment of the ERW situation in the 
area, there is an immediate need for the provision of mine risk education for the 65,000 
refugees that have fled the conflict into Tunisia. It is expected that many of these refugees 
will return to the Nafusa Mountains as soon as the security situation stabilizes. 
 
	  
Contact Information 
For more information please contact: 
 
Benghazi: Max Dyck, JMACT Team Leader, maximilliand@unops.org, 0926233795 
Malta: Christina Greene, JMACT Programme Officer, christinagr@unops.org, +35 699622860 
 Matthew Williams, JMACT Programme Officer, mattheww@unops.org 
New York: Amy White, UNMAS Programme Officer, white9@un.org, +1 917 3673953 


