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KEY ISSUES:
• UN calls for urgent action on five key points to avert an imminent humanitarian catastrophe in Yemen.
• A total of 118 humanitarian partners operate in the 333 districts of Yemen providing assistance to as many as 

8 million people per month.
• Armed clashes, airstrikes and artillery shelling continued around the airport and Kilo 10 to the south and east 

of Al Hudaydah City; fighting was also reported on the Hays frontline. 
• Partners identified 80,763 displaced families from Al Hudaydah hosted in Al Hudaydah, Hajjah, Raymah and Al 

Mahwit governorates; 71,363 of these households have been assisted since June.
• US$87 million has been allocated to 75 projects under the first Standard Allocation 2018 of the Yemen 

Humanitarian Fund, and will benefit over 3 million Yemenis in 19 governorates.

The UN has called for urgent action on five key points 
to avert a humanitarian catastrophe in Yemen. The UN 
Secretary-General and the Under-Secretary-General of 
OCHA have both called for a cessation of hostilities in 
and around infrastructure on which the aid operation 
and commercial importers rely;  for the protection 
of supplies of food and other essential goods; for a 
larger injection of foreign exchange into the economy, 
and the payment of public servants; for increased 
funding for the humanitarian operation; and for the 
parties to the conflict to engage with the UN Special 
Envoy for Yemen to end the conflict. 

On 2 November, UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres urged the warring parties and the 
international community to “halt the senseless 
cycle of violence” and “reach a political settlement”, 
highlighting how International Humanitarian Law 

has been flouted repeatedly. The Secretary-General 
repeated that Yemen is the world’s worst humanitarian 
disaster and is entirely man-made. Three-quarters 
of the Yemeni population, 22 million people are 
dependent on some form of humanitarian assistance 
to survive. “Yemen today stands on a precipice,” 
Guterres said “On the humanitarian side, the situation 
is desperate,” said Mr. Guterres, but “on the political 
side there are signs of hope”.

Some 118 humanitarian partners currently operate 
in the 333 districts of Yemen. Partners reach nearly 
8 million people with assistance each month and 
more than 7 million people receive food. In addition, 
more than 420,000 children have been treated for 
malnutrition; 7.4 million people have received support 
for clean water, sanitation and basic hygiene; and 
health services have been provided to about 8 million 
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AL HUDAYDAH HUB

Armed clashes, intensive airstrikes and artillery 
shelling continued around the airport and Kilo 10 
to the south and east of Al Hudaydah City. Fighting 
was also reported on the Hays frontline, with ground 
fighting on the outskirts of Hayran District and in 
some areas of Haradh District. On 1 November, an 
unconfirmed number of families reportedly fled their 
homes after armed clashes broke out around the 
university and the Alrabasa area. According to the 
Protection Cluster, in the two weeks from 18 October, 
there were 27 civilian impact incidents across Al 
Hudaydah hub, causing 73 civilian casualties, 37 of 
them fatalities. 

As of 31 October, Rapid Response Mechanism 
(RRM) partners had identified 80,763 displaced 
households from within Al Hudaydah Governorate 
hosted in Al Hudaydah, Hajjah, Raymah and Al 
Mahwit governorates. A total of 71,363 households 
have received RRM assistance since June, 22,275 
households have received multi-purpose cash 
transfers, 22,211 have received NFI packages and 
8,642 have received emergency shelter kits. In a 
potentially harmful development, local authorities in 
Hajjah Governorate have reported the spread of fall 
armyworm in 13 districts that could affect 50 per cent 
of this year’s corn and grain crops. The authorities 
said they lack the resources for an insecticide spray 
campaign. 

SANA’A HUB

The Protection Cluster reported nine civilian 
impact incidents across the Sana’a hub over the 
two-week period from 18 October, resulting in 10 
civilian casualties, six of them fatalities. In Al Bayda 
Governorate, a roadside improvised explosive device 
in Al Quraishyah reportedly killed three civilians and 
injured two others. On 1 November, in Amanat Al 
Asimah and Sana’a governorates, multiple airstrikes 
reportedly hit Al Dailami airbase near Sana’a airport, 
the Jarban area in Sanhan District, and Hamdan 
District in Sana’a Governorate. No civilian casualties 
were reported.

During the reporting period, WFP launched its school 
meals project in 1,062 schools in 10 governorates 
including Amanat Al Asimah, Sana’a, Dhamar and 
Amran.  

SA’ADA HUB

Cross-border clashes continued around Sa’ada, 
airstrikes and artillery shelling reportedly damaged 
private property in the western border districts of 
Sheda’a, Razih and Baqim. In the two weeks from 18 
October, 28 civilian impact incidents were reported, 

all in Sa’ada Governorate, except one in Al-Jawf. 
Six civilian casualties were reported, including four 
fatalities, four were incidents of small armed fire and 
two casualities were from shelling. 

During the reporting period, WFP partners began 
the October food distribution in all Sa’ada districts, 
targeting 130,379 households. WFP has dispatched 
food to Al Jawf for distribution to 24,774 households 
and distribution has begun. UNHCR has begun the 
distribution of multi-purpose cash assistance for 317 
vulnerable families in Al Jawf Governorate. In Sa’ada, 
the distribution of cash assistance to 275 households 
was due to start in the first week of November. 
Meanwhile, WFP’s Famine Risk Assessment team 
finalized their assignment in Sa’ada on 28 October, 
working closely with NAMCHA and the Central 
Statistics Office. 

IBB HUB

Sporadic armed clashes continued on the Taizz 
frontlines, mainly on the western and northern sides 
of the city, in Maqbanah District. In Ajwad residential 
area, shelling reportedly killed a child and injured four 
other children and a woman. The Protection Cluster 
reported 22 incidents in Taizz Governorate between 18 
and 31 October, resulting in 22 civilian casualties, 8 of 
them fatalities. Shelling caused most of the casualties, 
damaged buildings and displaced households. 

UNFPA reported that the RRM response reached 4,945 
households in Ibb and northern Taizz between 21 and 
25 October. There have been delays in distributions in 
Ibb Governorate, but these are due to start imminently. 
In southern Taizz, the RRM response has reached 1,753 
of the 3,144 displaced households since June. UNFPA 
is working with the implementing partner to increase 
the distribution. The Food Security and Agriculture 
Sub-Cluster reported that WFP will target four new 
districts in Ibb from the start of November with 
emergency food assistance for approximately 84,000 
people in acute need. 

ADEN HUB

Local assessment teams have accessed areas affected 
by Cyclone Luban. The Prime Minister has visited 
the affected areas and pledged  two billion rials 
(approximately $2.7 million at the exchange rate of 
YER700/US$) of Government support. Many families 
remain displaced, but others have started to return 
to their homes. Distribution of food baskets and tents 
continue while access to safe water remains a concern. 
The authorities are now calling for help in addressing 
the loss of agricultural and fishing livelihoods and a 
joint FAO/UNDP mission is planned to assess needs. 

The teachers strike in Aden and Al Mukalla was 

UPDATES FROM HUBS

people. A record $2.1 billion has been raised for the 
2018 humanitarian appeal from generous donors 
including the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, United Arab 
Emirates, United States, Kuwait, the United Kingdom, 
and many others.

Despite the scale of the humanitarian effort, the 
crisis remains acute. At a briefing to the Security 
Council on 23 October, the UN Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency 

Relief Coordinator, Mark Lowcock, categorically 
stated, “there is now a clear and present danger of 
an imminent and great big famine engulfing Yemen: 
much bigger than anything any professional in this 
field has seen during their working lives.” He added 
that another year of war and an ongoing economic 
crisis had pushed millions more Yemenis towards 
famine and that 14 million people, half of the 
population, could soon be entirely reliant on aid.



03

YEMEN HUMANITARIAN FUND ALLOCATES US$87 MILLION 

US$70 MILLION DONATION FOR TEACHERS’ SALARIES  

US$87 million has been allocated to 75 projects, 
under the first Standard Allocation 2018 of the 
Yemen Humanitarian Fund (YHF) and will benefit over 
three million Yemenis in 19 governorates. Following 
strategic and technical reviews, the YHF Advisory 
Board decided 44 partners should be supported, 
eight of them for the first time, with national NGOs 
and INGOs receiving $81.3 million (94 per cent of the 
allocation), the UN receiving $3.56 million, and the 
Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement receiving $2 
million.
 

Of the 75 projects, 47 will be implemented by national 
NGOs, 25 by INGOs, two by UN agencies and one 
by the Red Crescent. Project disbursements started 
on 8 October, within two months of the launch of 
the 2018 allocation. Seven projects are multi-cluster, 
other Clusters are supported as indicated in the charts 
below. The YHF has received $143 million from 24 
generous donors in 2018 and has already allocated 
over $184 million this year through two reserve 
allocations and one standard allocation. Top donors 
are the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and United Arab 
Emirates.

On 23 October, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
and United Arab Emirates announced a US$70 
million contribution towards monthly cash stipends 
for teachers across Yemen. UNICEF reported in 
September that 2 million children are out of school 
and that the war has pushed at least half a million 
children out of school. Since 2015, some 2,500 
schools have been damaged or destroyed by fighting, 
others have been used as shelters by displaced 
people and some have been taken over by armed 
groups. 

Up to 4 million children are at risk of missing school 
if teachers are not paid. Many teachers, who have not 
received regular salaries for two years, can no longer 
meet their most basic needs and have had to seek 
other ways of providing for their families. UNICEF 
warned that any further delay in paying teachers 
could result in the collapse of the education sector, 
leaving millions of children vulnerable to child labour, 
recruitment into the fighting, trafficking, abuse and 
early marriage.

partially stopped following an announcement that the 
demand for a salary increase would be considered. 
However, recently hired teachers in many schools in 
Aden, 80 per cent of the teaching staff, continue to 
strike, and only two classes out of six are provided 
each day. 

Four civilian impact incidents were reported in Aden 
in the last two weeks of October causing 10 civilian 
casualties including four fatalities. In Lahj Governorate, 

a woman and her two children were reported killed 
when shelling hit their house in Al Dubi village in Al 
Qabbaytah District. Another women was reportedly 
killed by sniper fire in the Al Taryan Qadash area of Al 
Shurayjah in Al Qabbaytah.

Credit: UNICEF Yemen 
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FUNDING UPDATE (AS OF 7 NOVEMBER 2018)
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For further information, please contact:
Sebastien Trives, Head of Office, UN-OCHA Yemen | Tel: +967 712 222 800 | E-mail: trives@un.org

Federica D’Andreagiovanni, Head of Communication, UN-OCHA Yemen | Tel: +962 79 687 6082| E-mail: dandreagiovannif@un.org
OCHA information products are available at: www.unocha.org/yemen | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.Int

18,366 MT

Al Hudaydah 80,339 MT

Saleef 10,000 MT71,973 MT
Source: UNVIM (31 October - 6 November 2018)

UPDATE FROM LOGISTICS CLUSTER AND UNVIM

RISING FUEL PRICES CREATE POOR SANITATION AND HYGIENE CONDITIONS 

Al Hudaydah and Saleef ports are operational. 
Between 23 and 30 October seven vessels berthed, 
five in Al Hudaydah and two in Saleef, and discharged 
supplies. The Logistics Cluster reports that the WFP-
chartered vessel VOS Apollo continues its service 
between Djibouti and Aden. VOS Theia remained 
outside Al Hudaydah port, and sea cargo transport to 
Al Hudaydah continues to be available by dhow. For 
air cargo, the next airlift is scheduled for 19 November. 
UNHAS continued to operate regular humanitarian 
passenger flights from Amman to Sana’a, Djibouti to 
Sana’a and Sana’a to Aden.

In October, the number of vessels that berthed in the 
ports fell from 26 in Septmber to 17, a drop of 35 per 
cent. Food supplies discharged at ports also dropped, 
by 53 per cent, from 434,351 metric tons (MT) in 
September to 202,888 MT in October. Fuel supplies 
discharged at the ports increased by 19 per cent from 
122,284 MT in September to 144,861 MT in October. 
Between 31 October and 6 November, 90,339 MT of 
cargo was discharged. 

Soaring fuel prices have affected waste water 
treatment plants, as a result, operations may have to 
be scaled back. Solid waste collection, sceptic tanks, 
cleaning and desludging activities, rely on trucks 
which have been subject to a hike in rental costs. In 
Sa’ada Governorate, there has been a 50 per cent 
increase in desludging truck rental charges from 
10,000YER to 15,000YER. Sanitation services at the 
systems, communal and household levels have all 
been affected, resulting in an increased presence 
of human, animal and commercial waste, which is a 
health risk for local communities.  

The cost of hygiene items has also increased because 
of supplier transport costs. The price of soap has 
generally risen by 29 per cent since August, however, 
in Lahj Governorate the price of soap has risen by 
55 per cent and the cost of laundry detergent is up 
by 18 per cent.  The Wash Cluster have warned of 
a heightened risk of communicable diseases such 
as acute watery diarrhea and cholera due to the 
reduction in the quantity and quality of water; clean 
water and adequate sanitation are key to reducing the 
risk of severe and acute malnutrition.


