
 
  

 

CSSF PROGRAMME SUMMARY 

PROGRAMME TITLE: Iraq Programme 

HMG Partners  
(LEAD in bold) 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO), Ministry of Defence (MoD), 
Department for International Development (DFID) 

COUNTRY AND 
REGION: 

Iraq, Middle East and North Africa 

UNIQUE ID: CSSF-06-000029 

DAC Code: 15220 

PROGRAMME DURATION: April 2019 - March 2020 
Start Date:April 2019 End Date: March 2020 

IF A NEW PROGRAMME FOR THIS FY, HAVE ANY ELEMENTS DERIVED FROM OLDER 
PROGRAMMES? IF YES, WHICH ONES? : Yes, the two 2018/19 programmes in Iraq merged and 
includes previous years’ activity: advisory support to the Ministry of Peshmerga Affairs, Transitional 
Reconciliation Advisor, contributions to UNDP Funding Facility for Stabilisation (FFS), national polling, 
Government community dialogue through radio with BBC Media Action and MENAFEM partner projects 
promoting effective operations for women in Iraq.  

FY 19-20 BUDGET 
ALLOCATION:  

ODA: £25.44m Non-ODA: £1m 

CONTACT DETAILS JointFundsUnit@fco.gov.uk 

PROJECT/ 
COMPONENT 

LEAD 
DEPT 

IMPLEMENTING 
ORGANISATION 

Implementing 
Partner Type 
 

CONTRACT 
START/END 
DATES 

FY19-20 
BUDGET 
(ODA/Non-
ODA) 

UNDP Funding Facility 
for Stabilisation (FFS) 

DFID 

United Nations 
Development 
Programme 
(UNDP) 

Multilateral 
April 2019 – 
March 2020 

£4.86m / £0m 

Advisor to the Ministry of 
Peshmerga Reform 

MoD MoD OGD August 2019 
– August 
2020 

£0.1m/£0m 

BBC Media Action 
Radio (BBCMA) 

FCO BBC Media 
Action 

Other April 2019-
March 2020 

£1.8m/£0m 

MENAFEM FCO Kvinne Til Kvinne NGO April 2019 – 
March 2020 

£0.6m/£0m 

Peace Committee 
Initiatives (PCI) 

FCO  TBC TBC TBC £1.2m/£0m 

Transitional 
Reconciliation Advisor 

FCO Stabilisation Unit OGD April 2019 – 
March 2020 

£0.1m/£0m 

UNITAD Daesh 
Accountability  

FCO United National 
Investigative 
Team (UNITAD) 

Multilateral May 2019-
March 2020 

£1m/£0m 

      

Security Sector Reform TBC TBC TBC TBC £0m/£1m 

Monitoring and 
Evaluation 
 

FCO     
 
£1.61mm/£0m 

Programme Delivery 
Costs 

FCO/DFID FCO/DFID N/A N/A £3.03m/£0 

*Information is redacted on security grounds.  

WHAT SUPPORT IS THE UK PROVIDING? 

The CSSF Iraq programme aims to: change the conditions in Iraq to reduce the probability and reach of a 
future insurgency; contribute to a more effective, legitimate and responsive Iraqi state; and build a more 
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more resilient Iraqi society. The programme’s priority focus is reconciliation and immediate stabilisation. 
Efforts will focus on newly liberated areas and Kirkuk city, maintaining flexibility to surge activity where 
opportunities arise while testing credible partnerships with the Government of Iraq (GoI).  
 
Immediate Stabilisation  
 
The programme funds immediate rehabilitation of critical infrastructure in liberated areas, restoring 
essential services like water and electricity for citizens, and supporting the return of internally displaced 
persons. It provides cash-for-work for citizens (men and women) and stimulates local business through 
reconstruction contracts and grants to small businesses run by men and women. It also builds local 
government capability to maintain services and to coordinate and prioritise stabilisation activity better. 
 
Effective Security Sector Reform 
 
The programme engages at the strategic level, through advisors to the GoI and the Ministry of Peshmerga 
Affairs (MoPA) and the Office of the National Security Adviser, to shape, support and drive security sector 
reform post the Da’esh campaign. Advisors are supporting the implementation of Peshmerga reform 
plans, with a focus on increased inclusion of women and increased responsiveness to women and girls, 
and are advising the Iraqi National Security Advisor on the development of a new National Security 
Architecture and security sector reform strategy for Iraq. 
 
Community Resilience and Reconciliation  
 
Reconciliation takes place at the national and local level. This project will support gender sensitive 
community-level reconciliation to rebuild trust within communities who have lived under Da’esh. This will 
build community cohesion and resilience to violent extremism and conflict. The approach will include a 
focus on the meaningful participation of women. The Transitional Justice Advisor supports the 
implementation of community-level reconciliation, providing technical advice to the implementer and the 
Embassy on reconciliation and transitional justice issues.   
 
Da’esh Accountability 
 
The project will provide support to UN Investigative Team (UNITAD) to implement UN Security Council 
Resolution 2379 on Da’esh accountability, including on sexual violence. CSSF Iraq will fund investigations 
into Da’esh crimes in specific geographical locations for one year. 
 
Monitoring, Evaluation, Research and Learning 
 
Third party monitoring and nationwide polling will be used to strengthen the evidence base for 
programming and the monitoring of project delivery in a difficult and constantly evolving environment. 
 
 

WHY IS UK SUPPORT NEEDED? 

The CSSF continues to be a critical component of the UK effort in Iraq contributing to changing the 
conditions in Iraq to reduce the probability and reach of a future insurgency.  
 
The risk of a resurgent Da’esh remains a live issue and threatens long-term stability between the Iraqi 
state and society. Future demographic challenges relating to a large youth population also pose an 
additional risk in generating high unemployment and disempowerment. This has the potential to lead to an 
increase in vulnerable groups susceptible to Da’esh recruitment.  
 
The UK role specifically builds on the UK having been a lead member of the Global Coalition against 
Da’esh and the UK position as a preferred partner within the security sector in Iraq. Some ongoing support 
to the security sector and accountability derives from previous political commitments. The UK is widely 



 
  

 

seen as one of the international leads on reconciliation. We will provide support to build local level 
cohesion and reconciliation in key areas, whilst also engaging with leading UN agencies to influence the 
development of an effective future approach to reconciliation at the national and local level across Iraq. 
To date, the programme has delivered against immediate stabilisation needs for Iraqi people. The 
programme is working alongside the wider international community, UN and HMG departments to 
encourage greater commitment from the GoI in order to build longer-term stability for the country and the 
region.   

WHICH HMG OBJECTIVES AND IF SPENDING ODA WHICH SDGS (GOALS, TARGETS AND 
INDICATORS) DOES THIS CONTRIBUTE TO? 

The CSSF Iraq programme works to protect the UK from terrorist threats, including defeating Da’esh and 
limiting any future insurgency, supporting Iraqi reform and reconciliation against all three pillars of the NSC 
Iraq Strategy. It is in the UK national interest to support a stable state, capable of limiting an insurgent 
threat and any malign regional activity.  
 
A proportion of this programme is ODA eligible under the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) Development Assistance Committee's revised directive on peace and security. The 
UK aid strategy (2015) sets out the UK Government’s objectives to use its ODA budget to strengthen 
global peace, security and governance by investing more to tackle the causes of instability, insecurity and 
conflict, and tackle crime and corruption. 
 
The CSSF programme delivers against two main pillars of the 2016 DFID Building Stability Overseas 
Framework: effective and legitimate institutions and conflict resolution mechanisms.  The programme also 
supports Iraq counter-terrorism objectives to reduce the long-term strategic factors for radicalisation and 
recruitment.  
 
The programme delivers the UK Government Iraq Gender Approach and Women, Peace and Security 
objectives to empower and protect women A dedicated project (MENAFEM) is focussed on building the 
capacity of women’s rights organisation in Iraq, who focus on advocacy, women’s political participation 
and gender based violence prevention and support to survivors nationwide. By mainstreaming gender, the 
programme considers the differential impacts of the interventions on men, women, boys and girls and take 
proactive steps and measures that will ensure gender sensitivity.  
 
The programme works towards SDG 5 to achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls; SDG 
9 building a resilient infrastructure, promoting inclusive and sustainable industrialization and fostering 
innovation; SDG 11 making cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable; SDG 
16 promoting peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, providing access to justice for 
all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels.  

WHAT RESULTS DOES THE UK EXPECT TO ACHIEVE? 

 
This programme should deliver the following overarching outputs over the following year (use the titles on 
your results frameworks): 

• Job generating rehabilitation of damaged infrastructure and economic markets is government-led, 
and takes place in all HMG target provinces except Basra. 

• Communications capability and quality of output of governorate institutions and central government 
are increased 

• Security sector leadership (National Security Advisor, MoPA and police) is better able to pursue 
reform. 

• Civil society and target communities (men and women) empowered and enabled to advocate for 
their needs from government, and critically appraise government delivery. 

• Target communities and audiences (men and women) brought together to identify and address 
drivers of conflict, and build social cohesion - offline, online, and on-air. 

• High Quality Monitoring, evaluation, research and Learning conducted to inform policy and 
programmes. 
 



 
  

 

These outputs should contribute to the following outcomes 
• Conditions improved for the safe return of Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) in Newly Liberated 

Areas (NLAs). 

• GoI effectively communicates commitment to and delivery against shared international community 
-GoI-citizen priorities at national level and in vulnerable provinces as needs and opportunities arise 

• Citizens (men and women) hold target governorates to account and contribute to decision making. 

• Increased community resilience to extremist and divisive sectarian narrative 

 


