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Mass displacement has occurred in Anbar governorate 
since clashes between Iraqi Security Forces and ISIL 
intensified around the govenorate’s regional capital of 
Ramadi. IOM Iraq’s Displacement Tracking Matrix’s 
currently assessed numbers suggest approximately 
96,672 persons displaced from Anbar since 15 April. 
The majority of those displaced, more than 10,000 
families, have fled to Baghdad governorate to seek aid 
and refuge from the violence.  The new arrivals joined 
the over 350,000 IDPs already in Baghdad Governorate, 
displaced since January 2014.

Many of these displaced persons were forced from their 
homes as a direct result of violence and were not able 
to bring essential items with them. Some even fled their 
homes without identity papers, requiring sponsors from 
Baghdad governorate to gain access through Bezaibez 
Bridge crossing. Acting quickly, IOM has already installed 
shelter or distributed non-food item (NFI) kits in locations 
in and around Baghdad, including Bezaibez crossing, 
Abu Ghraib, Kuireesh, al Khathra and Hay al Jam’eh.

IOM Iraq staff are working around the clock to distribute 
non-food item aid and shelter in close coordination 
with the Government of Iraq and other UN agencies. 
IOM further plans to scale up the response in Baghdad 
governorate to distribute more life-saving aid. 

IOM Iraq has distributed more than 4,100 family NFI kits 
in Baghdad Governorate this year – part of the more than 
110,000 kits distributed to vulnerable IDPs country-wide 
since January 2014.
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IOM Iraq distributed 100 non-food item kits in Hay al Jam’eh to recently displaced persons from Anbar governorate  | 21 April 2015
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To access the IOM Iraq DTM, please visit:
http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page

IOM Iraq staff spoke with beneficiaries at the Hay al Jam’eh 
distribution. “We ran from the bullets very fast, so we didn’t 
have the time to take any money,” said Saif, displaced from 
Anbar on the 19th of April and now in Baghdad. “My wife 
and I can survive such a difficult situation, and we can bear 
living in a camp. However, our only child is fifty days old, 
and we fear for his future.”

*150 NFI kits were distributed in joint effort with UNICEF and WFP
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IOM is responding to life-threatening needs in a rapidly changing environment, in addition to monitoring movements on the ground.

Mohammed’s Family

Thamir Ahmed Mohammed, a sixty-year old father of 
three from Anbar governorate, tells the story of his family’s 
displacement with bitterness. “It was four in the morning. 
We were all sleeping. Suddenly, we were awakened by 
the sounds of shelling nearby. It was then we knew we 
must leave immediately.” 

The family was taken by surprise and barely had enough 
time to collect their documents and money. Thamir, who 
drives a minibus as his trade, immediately thought of 
using it to take his family out of danger. “When I went to 
the garage, I was surprised, because my minibus was 
already full of people ready to leave. There was barely 
enough room for my family!” 

Before arriving at Bezaibez Bridge, the checkpoint to 
Baghdad governorate, about 90 kilometres southwest of 
the capital, the family was forced to abandon the minibus 
and cross the pedestrian bridge by foot. They continued 
on to the al Jam’eh transit camp on foot and by the 
occasional minibus. “It took us two days to arrive at this 
place. The journey was so difficult.” Thamir’s wife Siham 
told IOM staff. 

“You can’t imagine how difficult it was!” added Thamir. 
“I had to sleep in the trunk of a minibus so my wife and 
daughters could sleep up front. When I woke up a few 
hours later, I was covered in dust and spent the day 
coughing.” 

The Mohammed family, displaced just five days ago from 

their home, now lives in a tent in al Jam’eh transit camp. 
“We can’t find another family to rent an apartment with 
yet,” explained Thamir. “We didn’t bring enough money 
to rent one by ourselves.” 

IOM has provided the family with non-food item aid, 
which includes blankets, pillows, stoves, hygiene kits 
and other essential items. Shelter and electricity at 
the transit camp has been provided by the Ministry of 
Migration and Displacement, while the nearby mosque 
has been providing the family with food. “At least we 
have the stoves now, so I can cook the food my family 
likes and not have to sit in the tent all day thinking about 
our situation,” said Siham. “The people in this area have 
been good to us. I’m especially happy for this green dress 
a woman gave me, as I wasn’t able to bring any clothes.” 

“She looks beautiful in the dress,” agreed Thamir. “It 
reminds me of when I first saw her and wanted to marry 
her. She was from Baghdad and I was from Anbar.” 

“I said yes to him, even though I was better looking,” 
smiles Siham. “I love him. We’ve been through so much 
together. I had to wait years for him when he was captured 
during the Iran-Iraq war, but I know that together we can 
go through anything.” 

“We haven’t even begun to think about the future yet,” 
says Thamir. “But we’re happy for the aid we’ve received 
so far.”
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      We’ve been through so much 
already, but together we can go 
through anything. 

The Mohammed family in their tent located in al Jam’eh transit camp, Baghdad, five days after their displacement | 21 April 2015
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