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This report is produced by OCHA Iraq in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 7 – 13 February. Due to the rapidly 
changing situation it is possible that the numbers and locations listed in this report may no longer be accurate. The next report will be issued 
on or around 22 February. 
 

Highlights 
 

 ISIL seizes large parts of al-Baghdadi 

 WFP begins food distributions in Zummar and Al-

Quosh; assessments ongoing   

 In Erbil, 1,000 IDPs at Debagah site in need of 

WASH assistance  

 Situation in Kirkuk remains tense. Aid agencies 

operate with caution 

 Further support for Al-Wand IDP camp needed  

(Diyala) 

 
 

Situation Overview 
No new displacement has been reported in Anbar Governorate after fighters belonging to the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant (ISIL) seized large parts of the western town of al-Baghdadi on 12 February, threatening an 
airbase where US soldiers are training Iraqi troops, about 85 km northwest of Ramadi. ISIL attacked al-Baghdadi 
from two directions before advancing on the town. Until its fall, al-Baghdadi was one of the few towns in western 
Anbar still held by the Iraqi army.  
 
Families are reportedly too afraid to flee until clashes calm down before moving to another location, the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM) reported, which continues to monitor the situation. According to the 
latest IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix, there are currently 373,302 people displaced within Anbar Governorate 
(as of 29 January 2015). For months, ISIL had surrounded the town’s parameter preventing much needed 
humanitarian assistance of reaching residents, local aid workers confirm. ISIL is reportedly preventing residents 
from leaving the city.  
 
The World Food Programme (WFP) has started food distribution through partners in Zummar and Al-Quosh 
(Ninewa Governorate). There remains an information gap on returnee population and associated protection 
concerns. Partners from the food security cluster are undertaking assessments in newly accessible areas, 
including around 15-17 villages in Ninewa Governorate. A handful of partners have been already begun working 
in four areas of Ninewa. OCHA is supporting agencies by negotiating and advocating for easy access to the 
recovered areas through authorities from Ninewa.  
 
An NGO Consortium has started the Camp Management Project, which will cover 11 out of 14 open camps in 
Dahuk. Support will be provided in three areas of camp management – protection, community participation and 
information management.  

Map Source(s): CODs. The boundaries and names shown and the 
designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or 
acceptance by the United Nations. Map created on 15 February 2015. 
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Progress has been made in food and NFI 
distributions to IDPs at the Arbat IDP camp in 
Sulaymaniyah Governorate; however, challenges 
remain in the area of WASH. Of the additional 72 
latrines planned after a second influx of arrivals 
starting on 9 January, only 18 have been completed 
and are now functioning, with the rest under 
construction. Recent rains have slowed completion. 
There are currently 2,745 families at the camp 
against a planned capacity of just 1,000. 
 
Meanwhile, more support is needed to complete the 
Al-Wand IDP camp in Khanaqin (Diyala Governorate) 
in order to relocate IDPs now residing at the Aliyawa 
IDP camp, as well as those staying in unfinished 
buildings. Five hundred tents have been pitched at 
the camp; with 500 more expected pending an 
allocation of land by the authorities. More cluster 
partners are needed in Khanaqin to better plan and monitor programmes. Other concerns raised were the 
appropriateness and equality of NFI distributions, as well as coordination with local authorities.  
 

 

Humanitarian Response 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  

Needs: 

 An estimated 1,000 IDPs from the town of Gwer at the Debagah IDP site (Erbil Governorate) have been 
without proper WASH assistance for a month. 

 WASH assistance is needed in villages around the town of Zummar (Ninewa Governorate) where small 
numbers of IDPs have returned.  

 Reports of scabies have emerged amongst children in IDP camps in Kerbala Governorate.  
 

Response: 

 WASH partners are providing safe drinking water in seven villages around the town of Zummar for returnees, 
as well as rehabilitating existing water works. 

 2 million litres of safe water has been provided to over 16,000 individuals at the Arbat IDP camp 
(Sulaymaniyah Governorate).  

 Water trucking of over 291,000 litres daily has been provided to over 14,300 IDPs in Al-Habbanya, Al-
Khalidiayh, Amiriyat al-Fallujah and Al-Nekheeb (Anbar Governorate). 

 On 12 February, government line ministries and members of the humanitarian community held the first formal 
WASH Cluster Coordination meeting for Iraq’s Southern Zone in Baghdad.    
 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 No WASH actor in place for IDPs at the Debagah site (Erbil Governorate) pending the establishment of a 
formalised camp.   

 A critical funding gap for IDP response in Zummar, Arbat, Kellar and Kirkuk. 

 Lack of generator and fuel to run water supply systems in Zummar. 
 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Food supply is a priority need in the following areas: 
o Falluja, Heet and Rutba districts (Anbar Governorate) (34,000+ IDP families); 
o Tooz and Samarra districts (Salah al-Din Governorate) (9,000 IDP families); 
o Khanaqin and Ba’quba districts (Diyala Governorate) (30,000+ families); 
o Resafa, Karkh, Latifiya districts and Baghdad City (24,000 IDP families); 
o Southern Governorates: Diwaniya, Missan, Basrah and Thi-Qar (9,000 IDP families). 

Progress on WASH at the Arbat IDP camp has been slow 
   OCHA/Iason Athanasiadis 
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 7,500 vulnerable farmer households in Dahuk, Salah al-Din and Ninewa governorates need assistance in 
livestock disease prevention to ensure their livelihoods.  

 The situation remains “critical” in the governorates of Dahuk, Salah al-Din and Ninewa following an influx of 
people who fled violence elsewhere in the country. 
 

Response: 

 Food Security Cluster (FSC) partners continue to assist people in Kirkuk, Diyala, Sulaymaniyah, Salah al-Din 
and Muthanna governorates with Rapid Response Mechanism food distributions. 

 A one-month Family Food Parcel (FFP), as well as food vouchers in locations where the markets are 
considered reliable and will not be adversely affected by the programme, is being provided for families who 
are temporarily settled and have access to cooking facilities. 

 The FSC continues the implementation of its new information management tool that will be used to analyse 
food assistance performance across Iraq. Numerous partners have been engaged in data sharing over recent 
weeks.  

 A detailed assessment on food security, agriculture and livelihoods in Baghdad, Diyala and Kirkuk has been 
completed, with results expected before the end of February. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Very limited access to information about food security in some of the conflict areas such as Anbar is 
hampering the delivery of humanitarian aid.  
 

 Shelter and Non-Food Items 

Needs: 

 According to the latest Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) report over 22,200 additional IDP families are in 
rented accommodation. At the same time, a decrease was observed in host community arrangements (over 
5,500 IDP families) and within the unknown shelter category (over 5,100 IDP families). These changes were 
primarily observed in Dahuk and Kirkuk governorates. 

 

Response:  

 Tent distributions for over 750 IDP families have been completed in Anbar, Missan, Najaf and Kirkuk, while 
another over 700 IDP families living in unfinished buildings in Dahuk received sealing off kits to improve their 
living conditions.  

 Non-Food Items (NFIs) have been distributed to more than 1,620 IDP families in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq 
(KR-I), Baghdad, Diyala and Thi-Qar. 

 The rehabilitation of over 530 collective centres for over 3,200 IDP families was completed in the 
governorates of Kerbala, Najaf, Babylon and Baghdad.  

 In Baghdad, the rehabilitation of 40 individual shelter units was completed. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Additional support is needed to complete the Al-Wand IDP camp in Khanaqin in order to move IDPs currently 
in Aliyawa IDP camp, as well as those residing in unfinished buildings. 

Camp Coordination and Camp Management  
 

Needs: 

 Of the 15 camps under Dahuk Governorate, including Bardarash, Mamilian, Garmawa and Shekhan (which is 
under construction) in Ninewa Governorate, nine have reached their planned capacity. 

 Varying standards of conditions and services in camps across Dahuk, particularly in the area of WASH, 
continue to be observed. While humanitarian partners are present in all camps, those most recently opened 
still lack basic NFIs and some services. 

 Three new collective centres in Baghdad are awaiting finalisation of WASH facilities. 

 An institutional framework for camp management is needed in Khanaqin that includes the establishment of 
emergency cells within the local governorate authority with the capacity to manage the camps. Capacity 
building for both local authorities and local NGOs managing camps in Khanaqin. Follow-up continues with the 
local authorities in the identification of a capable manager for the Al-Wand IDP camp (Diyala Governorate).  
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Response: 

 CCCM training/workshop provided by CCCM Cluster attended by all South/Centre offices. 

 To support coordination at the camp level, CCCM partners are supporting camp managers to establish and 
run coordination mechanisms by regularly facilitating management meetings in five camps [Bajet Kandala, 
Berseve 2, Khanke, Garmawa and Sharia], with efforts under way to facilitate similar meetings in other 
camps, including Kabarto, Dawadia, Kadia, Bardarash, Mamilian and Essen. 

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Camp Management is facing challenges with care and maintenance issues related to technical conditions in 
some Dahuk camps, some of which have been running since November 2014. The CCCM Cluster, in 
cooperation with WASH cluster in Dahuk, has gathered key concerns/assessments regarding the technical 
issues of six camps (Chamishku, Kabarto 1, Kabarto 2, Bardarash, Essian and Mamilian), mainly on the 
issues of WASH and site development, and their impact on living conditions and access to services within the 
camps.    
 

 

 Protection 

Needs: 

 Because sexual and gender-based violence is being used as a war tactic in the current armed conflict, 
existing services are insufficient to cope with the magnitude and severity of the survivors’ trauma, physical, 
medical, legal and safety needs.   

 Children are at particular risk of psychosocial distress, physical and sexual abuse, exploitation, recruitment by 
armed groups, abduction, separation from families and being engaged in work that is harmful to their health 
and development. There are (an estimated) over 878,600 internally displaced children in Iraq.  
 

   
Response: 

 Currently, the Protection Cluster has been able to reach IDPs through monitoring and services, such as child 
protection integrated services, cash assistance, and support to registration and documentation. In the three 
governorates of the KR-I (Dahuk, Erbil and Sulaymaniyah), services are being provided for survivors of 
sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV). Health services are mainly provided by the Department of Health; 
safe shelters are provided by government agencies and psycho-social and legal aid through NGOs. 
Humanitarian agencies are providing support in terms of training and quality assurance in the provision of 
these services so that they are delivered in a professional and culturally-sensitive manner.   

 Partners conducted field visits to Hay Bakhtiyari, Al-Wand and the New Al Yawa/Aiden IDP camps to follow 
up on IDP registration, documentation and protection issues. 

 Through ongoing protection monitoring and protection/needs assessments, almost 900,000 individuals have 
been reached since February 2014. Out of this number, over 29,400 cases have been approved for cash 
assistance (of which 20,700 cases have received disbursements). This represents an additional 7,650 
individuals since last week. Over 53,000 families have benefited from legal assistance, and referrals have 
been made for over 20,800 persons with specific needs.  

 Since the beginning of the response (until 31 January 2015), child protection partners across Iraq have 
provided psychosocial support to over 43,000 children (over 19,700 girls, over 22,700 boys) and special 
protection assistance to over 3,100 children (over 1,300 girls, over 1,820 boys). Over 530 unaccompanied or 
separated children (over 250 girls, over 270 boys) were identified for further support in reuniting with family or 
finding appropriate alternative care arrangements. 

 

 

 Education 

Needs: 

 Despite progress, 75 per cent of the IDP children are still out of school across Iraq, this means 472,000 IDP 
children between the ages of 6 – 17 are not attending formal education. 
 
 

Response: 

 An estimated 162,000 IDP children are enrolled in formal education and attending school across the country, 
according to the Iraq Ministry of Education. Of these 123,000 are in the KR-I and the remaining 39,000 in 
Southern and Central Iraq. 

 In Erbil Governorate, a newly completed school at Baharka IDP camp is enrolling children from the camp to 
provide formal education to 700 students in two shifts. Enrolment has been completed for a 22 classroom 
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school in Shaqlawa. The partner will provide transportation for the 4,000 students who will attend the school 
over three shifts. 

 Over 12,000 students are receiving emergency education in 130 tents in Anbar Governorate.   

 The Education Cluster is establishing a non-formal education task force to share curriculum and experience 
to ensure high quality alternative learning activities are provided to IDP children.  
 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Additional resources are needed to increase access to education opportunities, particularly for those children 
at risk of dropping out. School furniture and textbooks are required for new IDP schools, as well as those 
schools still being established.  

 

 

 

 Health 

 

Response:  

 Health cluster partners continue to provide health services to new arrivals at the Debagah IDP site (Erbil 
Governorate), with more than 2,000 medical consultations undertaken over the past week. 

 The Health Cluster has provided almost 290,000 medical consultations for IDPs and host communities in Erbil 
and Shaqlawa districts (Erbil Governorate), as well as all districts in Dahuk Governorate, Kirkuk District 
(Kirkuk Governorate), Tilkaif and Akre districts (Ninewa Governorate) and Sulaymaniyah District 
(Sulaymaniyah Governorate).   

 There were over 280 cases of diabetes and over 450 cases of hypertension received treatment with 390 
patients receiving psychosocial support /mental health services. Over 5,800 women delivered with the 
assistance of a skilled birth attendant.  

 Close to 600 IDPs attended health education sessions, including topics such as nutrition, the prevention of 
skin diseases, and acute pneumonia amongst children.  
 

 Social Cohesion and Sustainable Livelihoods 

Needs:  

 Recent assessments in Dahuk have concluded that a combination of livelihood activities with cash-for-work 
can help restore public spaces, trade, agriculture and non-agriculture activities, as well as re-establish the 
local economy in areas of return.  
 

Response:  

 An integrated model of overt social cohesion activities supporting livelihoods initiatives continues to maximise 
impact in Kaznazan sub-district (Erbil Governorate). Six community consultations have enabled the managers 
of the recently established Job Seeker Support Centre to finely tune their assistance. This week over 450 
IDP, refugees and host community members visited the centre of which over 140 were registered for training, 
job matching and other opportunities. In addition, 12 non-camp IDPs completed the employability skills 
training in the centre and another 40 non-camp IDPs, 40 refugees and 20 host community members from 
Kaznazan participated in on-going vocational training activities in partnership with the Ministry of Labor and 
Social Affairs.  

 In other areas of Iraq, an additional 72 business development trainings were completed; over 320 on-the-job 
trainings; and over 580 vocational trainings were completed. In kind grants packages were delivered to over 
150 beneficiaries, ‘vocational training’ toolkits distributed to over 110 beneficiaries, and ‘on job training’ 
toolkits to 24 beneficiaries.  

 Cash-for-work activities in Kaznazan (Erbil Governorate) and Dahuk, including 210 IDPs working on the 
improvement and maintenance of community infrastructure. Activities continue in both in camp and non-camp 
settings.  

 Over 2,140 individuals supporting families of over 12,800 people have been reached this week. 
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Gaps and constraints:  

 Due to ongoing insecurity some communities affected by the conflict cannot be reached. Moreover, as many 
IDPs are not registered and human mobility remains high, many are without a permanent address. 
Furthermore, limitations in funding, specifically for livelihood activities is preventing agencies from meeting the 
needs of many vulnerable people. Coordination on specific on-the-ground projects requires further 
enhancement to prevent duplication of efforts. 
 

Logistics 

Needs: 

 Improved sharing of assets between partners to improve information sharing.  

Response: 

 The Logistics Cluster is addressing the need for regular and updated logistical information on road conditions, 
bottlenecks etc.  

 The Logistics Cluster will be liaising closely with NGOs to enhance information sharing and service provision. 
The cluster started bilateral meeting with its partners to increase the quality of its customer service support by 
assessing assets available and logistics needs. 

 Logistics Cluster, as a service provider, provides logistics coordination platforms, including a website, 
meetings, maps, and other information products. See:  http://www.logcluster.org/ops/irq14a 
 

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster 
 

Response: 

 ETC continues to program VHF Radios for staff of UN agencies and NGOs to a common standard.  Some 
258 individual radios have been programmed to date.  In addition, training of staff in the proper use of radios 
is ongoing. 

 

General Coordination 

 On 12 February, government line ministries and members of the humanitarian community held the first 
formal WASH Cluster Coordination meeting for Iraq’s Southern Zone in Baghdad. 

 The Dahuk Governorate has formally established the Board for Humanitarian and Relief Affairs (BHRA). 
Headed by the deputy governor, BHRA will oversee all refugee and IDP-related activities. The function of 
the executive director will be to manage and supervise other units/departments. 

 A “Humanitarian Capacity Strengthening Program” for Iraqi civil society organisations (CSOs) responding 
to the humanitarian crisis is being launched.  The call is advertised on NCCI’s website with a deadline of 
23 February 2015. See http://www.ncciraq.org/ for more information. 

 
 

For further information, please contact: 

Abdul Haq Amiri, Head of Office, amiri@un.org, 

Mobile Iraq: +964 (0) 750 312 9201 

David Swanson, Public Information Officer, swanson@un.org 

Mobile Iraq: +964 (0) 750 377 0849 

For more information, please visit https://iraq.humanitarianresponse.info 

 

Background on the crisis 

Since the fall of Mosul on 9 June 2014, armed groups (AGs), including Ba’athists, tribal militias and members of the 
former regime/military, along with the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), have taken control of large swathes of 
Iraq’s provinces of Ninewa, Salah al-Din and Diyala. The cities of Mosul, Tikrit, Telafar, Beiji, Quayyara, Suleiman Bek, 
Heet, Rashad, Hawiga, Riyadh, Falluja and Saqlawiyah, are currently under armed group control. Since January 2014 
much of Anbar has been under ISIL control. This has led to massive internal displacement. Iraq is now contending with 
one of the largest internally displaced populations in the world; over 2.2 million have been displaced since January last 
year. 
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