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 WFP Assistance 

 Emergency 

Assistance to 

Populations Affected 

by the Iraq Crisis   

 

EMOP 200677 
(April 2014- Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

954.3 m 
549.8 m  

(58%) 
67 m 
(88%) 

* February 2017 – July 2017 

 

WFP assisted 1.6 million Internally Displaced Persons 

(IDPs) in Iraq in January 2017 through Family Food 

Rations (FFRs), which provide a family of five with 80 

percent of their required nutritional intake for one 

month, and cash-based transfers (CBTs), valued at 

USD 17 per person per month. Immediate Response 

Rations (IRRs), which provide ready-to-eat food for a 

family of five for three days, are provided to conflict-

affected families. WFP targets the most vulnerable of 

those displaced by conflict in Iraq, in particular: 

households led by women, families with individuals 

living with disabilities, families with a large number 

dependents and those without access to work. 

 

Mosul Response: 

On 17 October 2016, Prime Minister al-Abadi 

announced the beginning of operations to retake the 

Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) stronghold 

of Mosul. WFP has been monitoring the frontlines and 

remains ready to assist displaced people whenever 

they reach safe areas. In partnership with UNICEF and 

UNFPA, WFP has provided coordinated emergency 

assistance. Monthly food entitlements are provided to 

those in camps who have access to cooking facilities. 

On 22 January 2017, the ISF announced that ISIL had 

been forced out of eastern Mosul.  

 

Assistance to Vulnerable 

Syrian Refugees in Iraq 

Regional PRRO 200987 
(January 2017- Dec 2018) 

Total  

Requirements  

(6 months in USD) 

3 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements (in 

USD) 

14 m 6.2 m 

* Jun-Aug. The operation is covered until end of May, 2017 

 

Highlights 

 Since the beginning of efforts by Iraqi Security Forces 

(ISF) to retake Mosul on 17 October 2016, WFP has 

provided assistance to an additional 1 million people, 

over and above the 1 million already being assisted. 

 

 WFP will faces a serious funding constraints in April, 

when operations to retake western Mosul may still be 

ongoing. USD 67 million is needed to continue 

supporting Iraqi IDPs for the next six months. 

 

 In western Mosul, basic staples such as wheat and 

rice are available, though at high prices. Onions are 

reportedly eight times more expensive and sugar is 

five times more expensive in western Mosul than in 

eastern Mosul. 

As part of the regional Syrian refugee protracted 

relief and recovery operation (PRRO), WFP provides 

CBTs to 53,000 Syrian refugees residing in nine 

camps across the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I). 

All those receiving assistance get USD 19 (IQD 

22,000) per person, per month, with distributions 

managed through the electronic SCOPE platform. 

WFP has been supporting Syrian refugees in Iraq 

since 2012. 

 

 

Special Operation - 

Logistics Cluster and 

Emergency 

Telecommunications 
Support in Iraq 

SO 200746 
(April 2014- Dec 2017) 

Total  

Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

 

6 Month 

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

31.5 m 
15.3 m  
(49%) 

N/A 

* February 2017 – July 2017 

Launched in July 2014, the Special Operation 

supports the work of the Logistics Cluster and 

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC). 

These two WFP-led clusters coordinate the logistics 

and emergency telecommunications responses to 

ensure the efficient and effective delivery of 

humanitarian assistance for the entire humanitarian 

community in Iraq.  

Credit: WFP/Marco Frattini 
Caption: A man collects his Family Food Ration during a 
WFP distribution near Mosul. 
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In Numbers 

10 m people affected by the conflict 

3 m people displaced 
950,000 people food insecure  
 

49% 51% 

January 2017 

1.6 m 
People assisted 
January 2017 
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Operational Updates 

 In January 2017, 1.3 million Iraqis received Family 

Food Rations from WFP in all 18 governorates of the 

country. An additional 330,000 people received cash 

or e-vouchers and 310,000 received ready-to-eat 

Immediate Response Rations. 

 Over 53,000 Syrian refugees in Iraq received WFP 

assistance through the SCOPE platform in January 

2017. As of January 2017, all those being assisted 

receive USD 19 (IQD 22,000) per person, per month.  

 Since the beginning of ISF efforts to retake Mosul 

from ISIL on 17 October 2016, WFP has provided 

assistance to 1 million people, over and above the 1 

million already being assisted throughout Iraq. In 

partnership with UNICEF and UNFPA, WFP has worked 

with non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to 

distribute coordinated emergency assistance. From 01 

March, WFP will be distributing one IRR per family to 

those affected by fighting in and around Mosul, with 

FFRs being provided where the Public Distribution 

System is not yet functioning.  

 The January mobile monitoring (mVAM) bulletin found 

that certain food prices in eastern Mosul are lower 

than in Erbil. In western Mosul, basic staples such as 

wheat and rice are available, though at high prices. 

Onions are reportedly eight times more expensive and 

sugar is five times more expensive in western Mosul 

than in eastern Mosul. There is limited fuel in western 

Mosul, limiting families’ capacity to heat their homes 

and to cook. 

 The town of Tal Afar remains under the control of ISIL 

and inaccessible to humanitarian organisations. 

Through mobile monitoring, WFP has found that food 

security has worsened in recent months. The 

proportion of households with adequate food 

consumption, meaning the quality and quantity of 

food eaten, has decreased. Meanwhile, usage of 

negative coping strategies also increased in recent 

months, which shows that some families are having to 

make sacrifices to avoid going hungry.    

Challenges  

 After a temporary reduction in entitlements in January 

2017, WFP was able to restore full entitlements in 

time for February distributions. This restoration was 

thanks to solid donor pledges, the allocation of flexible 

funds and WFP's internal advance financing 

mechanisms. Without additional contributions, full 

entitlements can be maintained for displaced people 

from Mosul through to June, while entitlements for all 

other beneficiaries in Iraq would be reduced by 50 

percent in April, when operations to retake western 

Mosul may still be ongoing. USD 67 million is needed 

to continue supporting Iraqi IDPs for the next six 

months. 

Donors 

Top 5 in 2016 (EMOP 200677, in alphabetical order): Australia, 
Denmark, ECHO, Germany and USA 

 

 

 

 

Country Background & Strategy 

 

In the past, vulnerability to food insecurity in Iraq was 

chiefly a result of obstacles to international trade – 

provoked by war and sanctions – impeding the export 

of oil and import of food. Since 2014, instability due to 

conflict is the main driver of food insecurity. 

In April 2014, WFP launched an EMOP to respond to 

the food needs of 240,000 displaced people from 

Anbar governorate. Following mass displacement and 

ongoing conflict, WFP now provides assistance each 

month in all 18 governorates of the country.  

Throughout 2016, Iraq witnessed an escalation in the 

conflict between Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) and 

fighters from the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant 

(ISIL). This fighting has left millions displaced and 

unable to meet their dietary needs and food 

preferences. WFP works with the Government of Iraq 

to strengthen social safety nets, particularly the Public 

Distribution System (PDS). 

To achieve the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), in particular SDG 2 on zero hunger and SDG 

17 on partnerships, WFP is working closely with many 

partners to contribute to ending poverty and hunger, 

promoting an inclusive society, strengthening 

partnerships in Iraq and empowering women. Iraq 

currently ranks 123 out of 155 in the latest Human 

Development Report’s Gender Inequality Index 

(2014). 

In this context, WFP has focused on saving lives and 

protecting livelihoods in Iraq in an effort to support the 

people of Iraq achieve zero hunger. WFP has been 
present in Iraq since 1991. 

 

 

Contact info: Craig Browne (craig.browne@wfp.org) 

Country Director: Sally Haydock (sally.haydock@wfp.org) 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/iraq 

 

Malnutrition: 5-8% in children <5 

 

2015 Human Development Index: 

121 out of 188 

Stunting: 17-20% in children <5 

Population: 37.9 million 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp290514.pdf
http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp290293.pdf
http://www.wfp.org/countries/iraq

