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Displacement from west Anbar 

The Iraqi Security Forces (ISF) operation to retake Rawa, Rumana and surrounding villages con-
cluded on 17 November and clearing activities in the area have commenced. While operations in 
Rawa were ongoing, the Joint Operations Command instructed residents of Rawa to stay indoors 
and to raise a white flag to identify their houses as belonging to civilians.  

According to the Ministry of Migration and Displacement (MoMD), between 10 and 23 November, 
48 families and 273 individuals from west Anbar passed through the Kilo 18 transit centre.  After a 
two to three day period, authorities transported most IDPs Al-Khalidiyah camp. The Displacement 
Tracking Matrix (DTM) estimates that since the launch of the military offensives in Al Qa’im, Rawa 
and Ana (west Anbar) in September, approximately 22,000 individuals have been displaced. Most 
IDPs from Anbar have remained in the governorate, particularly in Falluja, Haditha, Heet and 
Ramadi. Further, on 23 November, ISF launched military operations to retake Jazerat Hadetha 
along border between Salah al-Din and Anbar. It is anticipated that up to 1,000 families might be 
evacuated.  

UNHCR has been providing CRIs and tents to accommodate new arrivals in existing camps while 
MoMD has been providing food and CRIs in parts of Rawa. Through partners, UNHCR has further 
supported the rehabilitation of 250 houses in parts of Falluja and Anbar.  

Returns 

The issue of forced returns of IDPs continues to persist. Since 18 November, Anbar Operations 
Command has ordered 794 families in Habbaniyah Tourist City (HTC) camps to register to return 
to areas in Anbar Governorate as well as to parts of Salah al-Din and Ninewa Governorates de-
spite most IDPs citing an inability to return. Similarly, families in Salam camp (Baghdad) were 
forced to return to Garma district in Anbar and families in Ameriyat al-Falluja camps to Salah al-
Din and Ninewa. Some families have left the camps in an effort to pre-empt forced return. A fur-
ther 11,909 families in camps in Anbar and Salah al-Din remain at imminent risk of forced return. 
Following interventions at various levels by UNHCR and humanitarian actors, some female headed 
households were allowed to remain in the camps for the time being, along with several vulnerable 
families at risk. IDPs from Al Qa’im, Rawa and Ana areas where military operations have only re-
cently concluded have also been exempted.  

IDPs forced to return are provided with limited space to accommodate their belonging on buses 
organized by local authorities. As a result, many families unable to afford private transportation 
had to leave belongings behind. IDPs in many cases return to a volatile security situation with sig-
nificant protection concerns due to contamination (particularly in Garma and Khalidiyah) of explo-
sive hazards, the presence of armed groups and serious threats to life and property for vulnerable 
families. Others have no homes, access to services or livelihood opportunities to return to due to 
the recent military operations in the areas. Gaps in coordination between security actors in Anbar 
have also resulted in many families having to return back to HTC camp as they were not allowed 
to proceed through Al-Suqoor checkpoint on the way to their area of origin. Following advocacy 
efforts on the part of the Humanitarian Coordinator, UNHCR, and protection partners, authorities 
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have announced a halt to forced returns. UNHCR and partners are monitoring the situation closely 
to ensure these commitments are implemented.  

In Kirkuk, MoMD provided transportation for 317 families from Daquq camp to return to Hawiga and 
other governorates. Further, 335 IDP families from Karbala IDP camp and other locations in the gov-
ernorate were asked to move to their areas of origin in Ninewa. While the returns from Daquq camp 
were not coerced, increased restrictions on the freedom of movement of IDPs was a significant push 
factor to return. In Hawiga, services continue to be limited in many areas while security concerns 
persist due to the presence of explosive remnants/hazards and armed groups in the area. One fami-
ly, upon returning to their home, discovered a suicide bomber had been hiding in the house and 
detonated his explosives resulting in the death of one family member while others were injured. 
Deliberate incidents of property destruction have been reported in parts of Hawiga and Salah al-Din. 
The affected civilian families are allegedly targeted due to perceived familial relations with extrem-
ists. IDPs from Albo Ajeel in Salah al-Din reported having to pay a fee of USD 700 to a local Sheikh 
who is also a powerful local leader before being allowed to return. This has prevented families who 
do not have sufficient financial resources from moving back.   

Relocation of non-Iraqi nationals to Baghdad 

The non-Iraqi nationals (approximately 1,500 foreign women and children) that were being detained 
in Telkaif, have now been relocated to Baghdad. On 23 November, following a preliminary intelli-
gence assessment, the Iraqi government relocated 271 of the women and children to the Rusafa 
detention facility in central Baghdad, while the remainder of the group were relocated during the 
reporting period. Access by humanitarian actors in Baghdad as in Telkaif is limited resulting in a lack 
of access to updated information on conditions in detention. Many unaccompanied and separated 
foreign children from the group (along with other children) are being taken to an orphanage in Bagh-
dad for tracing and repatriation to their countries of origin. UNHCR continues to monitor and inter-
vene as appropriate especially to prevent refoulement. 

Ongoing protection concerns in Tooz Khurmatu 

There are serious concerns with the security and protection situation in Tooz District and in particu-
lar Tooz Khurmatu since the ISF and government-affiliated armed groups re-established federal con-
trol in mid-October. During the initial phase of the conflict in the disputed area, a number of people 
were killed and around 100 injured by mortars. Since then, there have been credible reports of 
widespread destruction and looting. Overall it is estimated that about 130 houses and 120 shops in 
Kurdish neighbourhoods have been burnt or destroyed reportedly by locals and members of armed 
groups. The security situation remains volatile, with almost daily incidents such as on 21 November, 
when a car exploded in a crowded market area, killing more than 20 individuals and injuring about 
40 others. On the same day, UNHCR conducted a mission to the area and spoke to Kurdish families 
who expressed strong concerns about their future in Tooz Khurmatu. IDPs from the city and sur-
rounding areas that UNHCR spoke to said they are unwilling to return while the security situation 
remains unpredictable. The neighbourhoods of Jameela, Jumhuria and Imam Ahmed, which previ-
ously had, a large concentration of Kurdish families are now nearly empty. 


