
Creation date: 8 April 2020     Sources: UNCT, WHO-EMRO, MoHME     Feedback: ocharomena@un.org     www.unocha.org     www.reliefweb.int

Disclaimer: This document is subject to availability of data by the time of circulation and does not claim to be exhaustive or fully verified.
The next Flash Update on the humanitarian impact will be issued as soon as more information is available.

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
Flash Update
As of 8 April 2020

Coronavirus COVID-19
Situation overview:
Between 31 March and 7 April, 21,094 new COVID-19 cases including 1,115 deaths were confirmed in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. This brings the cumulative to 62,589 cases detected with 3,872 deaths. In all, 27,039 patients 
have recovered. The officially confirmed cases and deaths have slightly decreased in the past week. However, the 
situation in at least 16 of 31 provinces are reportedly still considered critical with the highest cases detected in 
Alborz, East Azarbaijan, and Qazvin provinces. 

On 5 April, the National Task Force for Fighting Coronavirus of Iran announced a ‘Smart Distancing Plan’. The plan 
is to boost the domestic economic activities while combatting with the coronavirus outbreak. Under the plan, 
according to its risk criteria, some businesses will resume their activities from 11 April in all provinces except 
Tehran. Business in Tehran will resume from 18 April. Other businesses will remain closed until 19 April. The 
Government offices will resume work from 11 April with the two-thirds of staff at offices and for limited working 
hours.

Humanitarian impact/needs:
By 3 April, some 67 million people, more than 80 per cent of the population, had been screened for the COVID-19 in 
the national mobilization campaign against coronavirus. During the Persian new year’s holidays from 20 March to 
3 April, the Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS) screened 20 million travellers at the entry and exit points of cities. 
Humanitarian partners in Iran have prepared a COVID-19 Country Preparedness and Response Plan in support of 
national efforts to fight against the coronavirus. The plan requires $37 million of which $29 million remains an 
urgent gap. 

Iran is experiencing severe shortage of essential medical supplies and personal protective equipment (PPE). While 
efforts to expand its domestic production capacities have been made since the onset of the outbreak, continuous 
international supports are needed to meet the increasing demands.

Humanitarian response and coordination:
A number of countries have supported Iran in cooperation with UN agencies and NGOs. During the past week, 10 
tons of relief packages, consisting personal protective equipment, medicines, and medical thermometers, were 
donated by the Republic of Turkey. The country also received over 350 tons of medical items from China. Under 
financial support of the Government of Japan, UNICEF brought in the fourth shipment of COVID-19 supplies that 
contain 18.5 metric tons of PPE. Most recently, the OPEC Fund for International Development donated $500,000 to 
WHO for hospital procurement of equipment. 

The IRCS has been sanitizing prisons and is providing livelihood assistance to the 2 million unemployed. Relief 
International has delivered 40,000 coronavirus test kits, which will be dispatched to hospitals across the country. 
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Highlights
• Funding gap of US$29 million for the COVID-19 Country Preparedness and Response Plan. 
• More than 62,500 cases of COVID-19 have been detected; 3,872 people have died.  
• Spring floods damage 9,934 kilometres of roads and 886 bridges.
• Locusts affect at least 54,600 hectares of land in six provinces.
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Floods
Situation overview:
As of 2 April, 21 people are reported to have been killed, 22 people injured and one person missing as a result of 
the recent floods in southern provinces of the country. While 19 provinces have been affected, 11 of these 
provinces have incurred significant damage, most notably the provinces of Fars, Hormozgan, Kerman, Lorestan, 
Sistan and Baluchistan, Bushehr, Golestan, Khuzestan, and Khorasan Razavi. The Iran meteorological organization 
has warned that further flooding will occur in all provinces from 6 to 9 April.

Humanitarian impact/needs:
Floods in the first week of spring has caused an estimated $72.5 million worth of damage to the country’s road 
infrastructure. About 9,934 kilometres of roads, 886 bridges and other engineering structures have been hit hard 
by flooding waters across the country. More than 900 rural roads are reportedly closed due to flooding.. In Kerman 
province alone, over 260 schools have been damaged by floods in late March and January 2020. 31 schools need 
to be reconstructed while other 230 schools require some sort of repairs.

The floods have also significantly affected agricultural and livestock sectors. In Hormozgan Province, the damage 
is estimated at $11.5 million. Fars and Golestan have reported damages to agriculture in the amount of $6.5 
million and $2.5 million, respectively. In Kerman province, which accommodates the poorest villages of the 
country, over 10,000 hectares of farmland for wheat, vegetables and flowers were all destroyed. At least 2,000 
livestock have been killed by the flooding.

Humanitarian response and coordination:
The IRCS has responded and provided relief items to more than 15,000 people and rescued 89 people across 66 
cities and villages. In response to the landslides occurred in Golestan province on 31 March, the IRCS provided 
emergency sheltering and food packages to the affected 25 households.  The government has provided 
low-interest loans to more than 9,000 farmers working in heavily affected areas of the Lorestan province. 
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Desert locusts
Desert Locust has affected more than 54,600 hectares of land in six provinces: Hormozgan, Sistan and 
Baluchistan, Khuzestan, Fars, Bushehr, and [southern parts of] Kerman. According to the recent trend of breeding, 
hatchings and forming of the desert locust, a wider area of land on the Persian Gulf, Hormozgan coast, and the 
south-western and south-eastern coasts will be further affected if not effectively managed. 

The wave of the desert locust has damaged agricultural lands, threatening agricultural-based livelihoods and food 
security. At least, $ 4 million is required to continue to combat the desert locust with pesticides until this August. 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has raised an additional $200,000 to fund a 
Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) project, which is to enhance the country’s technical capacity to detect, 
track and rapidly respond to the desert locust. The FAO has allocated a total $500,000 for TCP project in addition to 
the technical support.
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