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ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
Flash Update
As of 4 May 2020

Coronavirus COVID-19
Situation overview:
Between 28 April and 4 May, 7,175 new COVID-19 cases including 471 deaths were confirmed in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. This brings the cumulative to 98,647 cases detected with 6,277 deaths. In total, 78,422 patients 
have recovered. There has been a clear drop in the number of new infections during the past week. On 2 May, Iran 
confirmed 802 cases, the lowest daily count since 10 March. 

Following the statement made by President Hassan Rouhani on 26 April, the Iranian Government announced 132 
cities that are categorized as white zones (with no new cases or fatalities having been reported for the last 14 
days), in which mosques will reopen for Friday prayers from 4 May. Additionally, it was announced that schools 
may resume between 9 and 16 May in the white zones. 

On 2 May, Ministry of Health and Medical Education (MoHME) reemphasized that the relative stability and 
declining trend is fragile, and any negligence in following the health principles in social gatherings and in 
reopening of businesses could cause another significant surge in the cases. The MoHME also requests the 
Government to secure and increase the budget for effectively controlling the COVID-19 outbreak.

Humanitarian impact/needs:
A prolonged physical distancing measures to curve the COVID-19 has severely damaged the socio-economic 
situation of the country. The most affected population are those with unstable sources of income, and those with 
limited access to basic services including health care. This include daily workers such as migrant workers, 
refugees, female-headed households, and unaccompanied minors. Those who reside in areas that have been hit 
by regular floods, earthquakes, and desert locust, are also highly vulnerable. 

It is estimated that 6.43 million people, which constitutes nearly 25 percent of the country’s workforce, could lose 
their jobs by the end of 2020 in the worst-case scenario. 96 percent of workers in Iran are on temporary contract 
and, about 3 million people, who normally work at factories, are daily workers. Reports from three northern 
provinces of Mazandaran, Golestan and Lorestan, have revealed that at least 100,000 workers have been laid off 
between 17 and 27 April. Some 65,000 others, which is only a portion of the expected total number, have 
registered to receive unemployment insurance/benefits. Most of them work at factories or construction fields. 
Even official workers are at the risk of unemployment. Reportedly, 600,000 official workers have lost their jobs in a 
month period from mid-March to mid-April.  

Children, especially in rural areas and of poor households, have been excluded from the school education after the 
COVID-19 outbreak. In the wake of the schools’ closure as a physical distancing measure, the country has 
provided school education online. However, the internet accessibility in Iran is very limited due to the poor 
connections, low bandwidth and relatively high costs. In Sistan and Baluchestan Province, one of the country’s 
most impoverished provinces, the new tuition charges for online classes have been an additional burden. Even in 
cities around Tehran, students are unable to receive online education due to the poor internet connections.
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Highlights
• More than 98,600 cases have been detected; 6,277 people have died;
• A new wave of hail and rains started on 2 May could trigger floods in 20 of 31 provinces;
• Seven provinces have been severely affected by desert locusts.
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Floods
Situation overview:
A new wave of hail and rain has hit Iran on 2 May. The Iran Meteorological Organization warns that the new wave 
could trigger floods in 20 of 31 provinces.

Humanitarian impact/needs:
Within the past week, two people lost their lives in Mazandaran Province, from a car accident due to rains and 
floods. 

In Razavi Khorasan Province, 103 residential structures have been damaged, of which 52 need to be rehabilitated 
and 51 need to be repaired and rebuilt. The total damage is estimated at more than $1 million. 

In North Khorasan Province, 50 square meters of landslides in rural areas were reported. Further, 165 livestock, 
343 hectares of farmlands, and 10 hectares of orchards have been lost by the swamps formatted by the heavy 
rains. Additionally, 56 km of roads, 41 km of water transmission canals, and eight aqueducts were damaged. The 
damage to the rural roads is estimated at $276,500.  

55 hectares of agricultural products and 2,184 hectares of horticultural products were damaged by hail in West 
Azerbaijan Province.

Humanitarian response and coordination:
The IRCS has received a donation of $7.1 million in cash and $404,514 in kind, which will be used for procuring 
and distributing livelihood packages for the flood victims. More than 3,000 volunteers of the IRCS have been 
providing relief packages to the flood victims since 29 April. More than 100,000 livelihood packages have been 
distributed and another 150,000 packages can be delivered when deemed necessary. It was reported that 
approximately 72,000 volunteers of the affected people have also cooperated to collect the health and livelihood 
items.
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Humanitarian response and coordination:
UNHCR Iran has received US$2,24 million from THE Central Emergency Response Fund (CEFR) allocation for the 
procurement of personal protective equipment.

Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS) has been scaling up their preparedness and response to complement the 
Government’s response. The activities include the provision of public education and health care, disinfection and 
hygiene kits distribution, mental health and psychosocial support, and the facilitation of international relations. 
Most recently, IRCS volunteer organizations distributed 50,000 food parcels and 154,000 hygiene kits to the 
identified most vulnerable people affected by COVID-19.

It was announced that fifth shipment of pharmaceutical items from France and sixth shipment from Spain had 
arrived in Iran on 28 April and 3 May respectively. The fifth shipment worth about $1.6 million while the sixth 
shipment values about $554,000. The shipments have been made under the agreement between Iranian and 
Turkish border chiefs. The fourth shipment from Germany, which worth about $270,000, had arrived earlier on 25 
April.   

It was also reported that the Iranian Government had received portable X-ray devices, personal protective 
equipment, COVID-19 rapid diagnostic devices which values in total at around $215,000 from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency through Atomic Energy Organization of Iran (AEOI).  The AEOI had looked for a way to 
incorporate the capacities of nuclear technology as well as its network into the public health sector to assist the 
MoHME in the fight against the COVID-19. 
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Desert locusts
Situation overview:
Monitoring and control operations against desert locusts continue in seven provinces in the southern part of the 
country.

Humanitarian impact/needs:
In the Province of Sistan and Baluchistan, 55,400 hectares of farmland have been damaged by desert locusts. In 
Razavi Khorasan Province, 200,000 hectares of central areas of infection have been confirmed, which needs to be 
regularly monitored. In South Khorasan Province, the counties of Nehbandan, Sarbisheh, Zirkuh and Khusf have 
been identified as the centers of infection. So far, more than 17,000 hectares of land have been polluted by desert 
locusts. 

Humanitarian response and coordination:
A total of 133,215 hectares, including 14,170 hectares in 10 cities in Fars Province, and 1,300 to 1,500 hectares in 
South Khorasan Province, have been sprayed against the desert locust. In parallel to the spraying operation, 
monitoring and tracking operations continue within 301,500 hectares. In Sistan and Baluchistan Province, 44 
teams are carrying out the monitoring and spraying operations.
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