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ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
Flash Update
As of 28 April 2020

Coronavirus COVID-19
Situation overview:
Between 22 and 27 April, 6,670 new COVID-19 cases including 509 deaths were confirmed in the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. This brings the cumulative to 91,472 cases detected with 5,806 deaths. In total, 70,933 patients have 
recovered. The officially confirmed cases and deaths have decreased in the past week. However, a second wave of 
COVID-19 outbreak has become a concern as a result of the relaxation of measures to curve the outbreak.  

Starting from 11 April, the Islamic Republic of Iran has gradually lifted the physical distancing measures in 
response to the measure’s impact on the socio-economic situation of the country. On 25 April, border customs 
between Iran and Pakistan, which were closed since late February, have reopened for the export and import 
between the two countries.

Humanitarian impact/needs:
Reports from hospitals that are at the frontline of the COVID-19 response have shown that the number of 
confirmed cases and deaths are on the rise since economic activities have resumed. In the provinces of Alborz, 
Gilan, Mazandaran and Qom, hospitals beds, that had become empty during the implementation of the physical 
distancing plan, have now been occupied with patients. For the past 10 days, the situation in the provinces of 
Khuzestan, Fars and Zanjan has become ‘alarming’, according to the local officials. 

Hospitals that are responding against the COVID-19 are in dire need of necessary medical equipment and items to 
effectively cope with the outbreak. While the Iranian Government has made successive efforts to increase the 
local production capacity since the onset of the outbreak, it has also made necessary arrangements to import the 
equipment and items to meet the increasing demands.  Following the first shipment of pharmaceutical items from 
Germany that had arrived on 2 April, and third shipment from France that had arrived on 22 April, the fourth 
shipment from Germany which worth about US$270,000 has arrived in Iran on 25 April.

Humanitarian response and coordination:
On 22 April, WHO delivered 45 arterial blood gas analyzers to the Ministry of Health and Medical Education of Iran 
under the financial support of the Government of Japan. The equipment will allow medical staff to check the 
function of a patient’s lungs and to monitor the situation of critically affected COVID-19 patients. 

In Iran, a number of civilian volunteers have also engaged in the response, such as the production of protective 
items, to assist the country’s efforts. It was reported on 23 April that around $83 million has been donated by 
benefactors and charity organizations of Iran since the beginning of the coronavirus outbreak until March 29. 
Nearly $6 million of them was donated by public volunteer groups and nearly $20 million was by private 
companies and enterprises. 
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Highlights
• A second wave of COVID-19 outbreak is a concern; More than 91,000 cases have been detected; 5,806 people have died;
• Heavy rains continue to inflict damages to hundreds of houses in 18 of 31 provinces; Estimated more than 80,000 rural housing
  units require rehabilitation;
• Seven provinces have been severely affected by desert locusts.
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Floods
Situation overview:
Heavy rains continue to inflict damage to large areas in 18 of 31 provinces.  Predictions are for further rains and 
flooding during the week.

Humanitarian impact/needs:
In Kerman Province, where large amounts of floodwater have flowed into the northern part of the Province, 600 
hectares of garlic and wheat fields, and 2 hectares of citrus orchards were flooded. Traditional livestock, forage 
storages, and aqueducts and supply pipes to farms have been also severely damaged. In Shahdad town, one of 
the northern parts that were affected, electricity, telecommunications and water were cut off in seven to 20 
villages. The estimated damage to the infrastructure is about $285,000 and that to the agricultural and road 
sectors are $1 million.  

In Khorasan Province, heavy rainfalls between 24-25 April caused $500,000 worth of damages to the rural roads, 
facilities and agricultural products. On 25 April, four people were rescued from a car collision caused by the 
floods. 

The western and southern parts Esfahan province have been damaged by rains and floods. By 26 April, more than 
60,000 homeowners have applied for rehabilitation of their houses by the local Islamic Revolutionary Housing 
Foundation. The foundation estimates that 80,000 rural housing units are in need of rehabilitation.
In Fars Province, it is estimated that 225 houses need to be rebuilt while 44 houses need to be repaired, according 
to the local Housing Foundation. The estimated cost of rehabilitation is estimated to be $2.2 million
.

Humanitarian response and coordination:
Keramat Razavi Foundation has prepared 75,000 aid packages for flood-afflicted people in the three provinces of 
Sistan and Baluchestan, Kerman and Khuzestan.

In Kerman Province, operations for clearing mud from residential houses have been completed with the help of the 
armed forces. Cleaning of people's belongings is currently underway. The reparation of damaged aqueducts, and 
the piping of garden and farm transmission lines, have begun. In Shahdad area, three generators were provided to 
recover a telecommunication line that were cut off by the floodwaters. 

In Fars Province, the Fars Housing Foundation has provided a temporary accommodation to 190 people coming 
from Khan Zanian area, one of the most affected areas 
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Desert locusts
Situation overview:
The number of provinces that are severely affected by the desert locust has increased from six to seven as a result 
of the recent detection of desert locust in South Khorasan Province. The Ministry of Agriculture Jihad has 
continued its spraying operations in the locust-infested provinces. Despite all the measures taken, it is predicted 
that a new wave of locust would invade the country, primarily affecting the southern provinces of Bushehr, 
Hormozgan and Sistan and Baluchistan, for the next 10 days.

Humanitarian impact/needs:
The Bushehr Province, one of the severely affected provinces, has faced a challenge to recruit labours to 
effectively prepare against future locust migrations. It would also face the shortage of seeds, fertilizers and 
pesticides. Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations needs around $15.45 million to fight against 
the desert locust across the country. 

Humanitarian response and coordination:
AThe Iranian Government has decided to allocate $4.75 million for the fight against the desert locust in the 
country. In Sistan and Baluchistan province, more than 40,000 hectares of pastures have been sprayed against the 
locust by 25 April. In Bushehr province, 25 combat groups, 30 tracking groups and a sprayer aircraft among others 
have monitored the situation and been on standby. In Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad province, 30 groups are 
currently monitoring pastures to identify locusts according to the warnings made by the Plant Protection 
Organization. In Ardabil province, spraying operations have been carried out using three vehicles equipped with 
sprayers. In Zanjan Province, the operation to fight against the locust will be carried out in 14,000 hectares of land 
pastures, with the coordination of Qazvin and Gilan provinces.
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