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ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN 
Flash Update
As of 19 May 2020

Coronavirus COVID-19
Situation overview:
Between 11 and 17 May, 12,595 new COVID-19 cases, including 348 deaths were confirmed in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. This brings the cumulative to 120,198 confirmed cases with 6,988 deaths. Overall, 93,147 
patients have recovered. 

The last week has seen an uptick in number of new confirmed COVID-19 cases. On 15 May, 2,102 cases were 
confirmed, the highest daily count since 6 April. In recent weeks, the Iranian Government has started to relax 
physical distancing restrictions. On 16 May, schools were reopened across the country. While many classes 
continue to be provided online, students are now able to visit schools as required. It was also announced that 
rallies on Quds day, which is the last Friday of Ramandan, and Eid al-Fitr prayer to celebrate the end of Ramadan 
will be held.

Humanitarian impact/needs:
Since early May, half of Iran’s 30 provinces have seen an uptick in the number reported cases and the pandemic is 
described to be spreading at an “alarming rate” in Khuzestan province, according to authorities.

Humanitarian response and coordination:
In response to the situation in Khuzestan Province, the Ministry of Health and Medical Education requested the 
province to reimpose restrictions and the Governor of Khuzestan Province announced that all businesses, banks, 
and public offices would close from 11 to 18 May. 
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Highlights
• COVID-19: An uptick in confirmed COVID-19 cases; 15 May marks highest daily count since 6 April.   
• Floods: Heavy rains, hail, snow and ensuing floods have affected northern and central provinces.
• Desert locust: Despite efforts to curb the spread of desert locusts, more locust infested areas predicted in southern coastal regions 
  due to favourable conditions which is extending the breeding season.

Floods
Situation overview:
In the past week, heavy rains, hail and snow fall have continued to cause flooding that has affected various 
regions of the country, particularly the northern and central provinces. The continued flooding has caused material 
damage to infrastructure.

Humanitarian impact/needs:
In Qom and Khorasan Razavi provinces, cold temperature, hail and floods damaged the agricultural sector and 
infrastructure in the provinces. On 14 May, 10 people were rescued from two cars that were caught in floods in 
Razavi Khorasan Province. In Ardabil Province, more than 200 mm of snow and rain fell in the last 55 days. This 
increased water level of rivers and caused flooding in some areas. In Yazd Province, floods in recent weeks 
damaged agricultural infrastructure such as farm roads, aqueducts and water storage pools. Agricultural lands in 
Urmia Province have also been damaged by hail and floods.

Humanitarian response and coordination:
The Iranian Government has allocated $80 million to Golestan Province for the reconstruction of infrastructures 
that were affected by floods. Additionally, The Mostazafan Foundation, the second largest enterprise in Iran, has 
provided the province with 680,000 tons of cement for the same purpose.
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Desert locusts
Situation overview:
In the past week, locust centres have expanded due to the rainfall and humid weather that help the locust to breed. 
In seven provinces, monitoring operations have been carried out. Further expansion is predicted in the southern 
coastal regions.

Humanitarian impact/needs:
Kerman Province needs more pesticides and equipment to effectively control the desert locust. It is predicted that 
more than 4.5 million tons of agricultural products of the province will be damaged by the incoming locust if not 
effectively controlled. 

Humanitarian response and coordination:
Spraying operations against the desert locust have been carried out in the provinces of North Khorasan, Razavi 
Khorasan, Bushehr, Kerman, Sistan-Baluchestan and Fars. In all, more than 53,000 hectares were sprayed with 
pesticide last week bringing the total to 260,000 hectares.
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