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Coronavirus COVID-19
Situation overview:
Between 8 and 15 April, 13,800 new COVID-19 cases including 905 deaths were confirmed in the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. This brings the cumulative to 76,389 cases detected with 4,777 deaths. In total, 48,129 patients have 
recovered. The officially confirmed cases and deaths have decreased in the past week. According to a study made 
by the Ministry of Health and Medical Education of Iran (MoHME), the decline is largely due to the implementation 
of government’s  strategies: 1) smart social distancing, 2) identification and isolation of cases, and 3) 
identification and tracking of those in close contact with infected people. 

As it was announced by the National Task Force for Fighting Coronavirus of Iran on 5 April, businesses that are 
categorized ‘low risk business’ have resumed work from 11 April in all provinces except Tehran as a part of the 
smart distancing plan. The low risk business in Tehran will resume from 18 April.

Humanitarian impact/needs:
The Iranian Government is greatly concerned about the economic impact of the restrictions to curb COVID-19 
outbreak. Reportedly, 3.3 million official employees have been affected through dismissal, suspension or reduction 
of wages. Additional 4 million self-employed are feeling the actual impact. The Government has introduced several 
measures to boost domestic economic activities. On 12 April, President Hassan Rouhani announced the 
permission on traveling within the borders of each province. The president also assured that roads connecting 
provinces will be opened to traveling from 20 April. On the other hand, the MoHME has been warning that the 
death toll due to the COVID-19 could reach 30,000 by the beginning of May if the physical distancing regulations 
are relaxed.
 
Iran has been experiencing the shortage of essential medical supplies and personal protective equipment (PPE). 
As an effort to expand its domestic production capacities, the Government decided to turn a historic shrine into a 
workshop, in which local women produce protective masks. A number of medical personnel who are responding 
to the COVID-19 have reportedly been infected by the virus and lost their lives. In Golestan province alone, a total 
350 medical staff have been diagnosed with acute respiratory disease which is suspected of coronavirus.

Humanitarian response and coordination:
To assist Iran in its effort to combat with the COVID-19, the Republic of Korea has announced a plan to ship an 
additional medical package worth US$2 million to Iran. The Republic of Korea had delivered a package worth 
$200,000 earlier. International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has also donated about $500,000 to Iran. The 
ICRC also offered its support in facilitating the import of medicine into the country, and in interacting with firms in 
Swiss to provide Iran with required medicine. 

Vulnerable population, particularly those who are marginalized and stigmatized, are in need of special support. 
People who use drugs are at an additional risk of the COVID-19 infection due to the behaviours associated with 
drug use and the settings where drug use takes place. In the drug use hotspots, NGOs and volunteer groups have 
regularly provided preventative awareness sessions and distributed essential items such as soap and 
disinfectants to homeless populations. The Islamic Republic of Iran Drug Control Headquarters, in cooperation 
with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, will assist the efforts of the civil societies by preparing 
awareness raising materials comprising of brochures and  pod casts
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Highlights
• Islamic Republic of Iran is the worst COVID-19 affected country in the Middle East and North African region; More than 76,000 cases 
  have been detected; 4,777 people have died;
• Continuing floods and rising water levels have caused extensive damage to basic infrastructures and peoples’ livelihood; Seven 
  persons were killed and 2,534 people were rescued in the past week.
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Floods
Situation overview:
As of 14 April, 29 cities in 18 provinces are reporting floods and rising water levels resulting from unusual 
snowfalls and rains. The most affected provinces include Isfahan, Tehran, Alborz, South and North Khorasan, 
Semnan, Qom, Qazvin, Kerman, Kermanshah, Golestan, Gilan, Lorestan, and Yazd. The precipitation is forecasted 
to increase from 15 April according to the Iran Meteorological Organization.

Humanitarian impact/needs:
Floods between 10 and 14 April have left seven people dead in Yazd, Markazi, Kerman, and Razavi Khorasan 
provinces. Over 40 percent of the agricultural lands of Sistan and Baluchistan province were flooded. Hail and 
sleet that started on 12 April have also caused significant damages to orchards and farmlands. The estimated 
damages in Hamedan, Kermanshah and West Azerbaijan provinces are at $7.75 million, $10.1 million and $4.75 
million respectively. The hail and sleet are expected to continue till 16 April.

The floods blocked roads between 68 villages in Chaharbahal, Bakhtiari and Bushehr provinces. In Razavi 
Khorasan province, 21 village roads and 11 main roads have been blocked, and a natural gas pipeline was 
ruptured due to the heavy rains and rising water level. In Lorestan and Qom provinces, a number of houses, stores 
and vehicles were damaged.

Humanitarian response and coordination:
Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS), emergency workers and other organizations have been dispatched to the 
flood-hit areas in order to carry out rescue and relief operations. The IRCS rescue teams have rescued 558 people 
and sheltered 150 people in Razavi Khorasan province. In all, 2,534 people were rescued, 246 people were 
sheltered, and 65 people were moved to safer areas within 18 provinces in the past week. Emergency services 
were also deployed to rescue settlers and stranded passengers from western Iran to central regions and to the 
regions near Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
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Desert locusts
An increasing number in forming of hopper bands shows that a wider area of land along the southern coast will be 
further affected by the desert locust. In Sistan and Baluchistan province, it is reported that 12 of 23 counties have 
been affected. In order to combat the desert locust, 44 survey and 30 control teams were deployed in the Sistan 
and Baluchistan province. In Fars province, 254,000 hectares were monitored in order to track any presence of 
desert locust. So far, a total 72,758 hectares of land have been treated across the country by Plant Protection 
Organization.
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