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December 4, 2020 SITUATION UPDATE 

On November 1 and November 11, the Philippines were struck by Super 
Typhoon Goni and Typhoon Vamco, respectively. These back-to-back storms 
caused widespread flooding and property damage, and are likely to cause an 
increased spread of COVID-19 due to the displacement of hundreds of 
thousands of individuals. 

Super Typhoon Goni was the strongest typhoon this year and the strongest 
typhoon to hit the Philippines since Typhoon Haiyan in 2013. Goni’s violent 
winds and torrential rains blew away roofs, toppled structures and caused 
severe flooding and landslides throughout the Bicol Region—including Albay 
province, which is home to the active Mayon Volcano, where lahar deposits on its slopes liquefied into mudflows and 
buried at least 300 houses in Guinobatan. Between flooding, wind damage and landslides, it is believed that Super 
Typhoon Goni damaged or destroyed 270,000 homes.1 

Though Typhoon Vamco was not as powerful as Goni, it greatly affected the capital city of Manila and the entire island of 
Luzon, with much of the city and several municipalities in the provinces of Rizal, Laguna, Batangas, Quezon, Bulacan, 
Pampanga, Cagayan Valley and Isabela left under floodwaters. In addition to flooding, Vamco caused landslides, downed 
trees and destroyed or damaged buildings. Adding more complexity to the situation is the fact that many of the areas 
affected by these storms were still recovering from several typhoons that hit the country in October. 

Combined, the typhoons killed at least 100 people, with some still missing. Goni left at least 400,000 displaced from their 
homes. During Vamco, flooding in Manila and other areas of the main island of Luzon led the military and national police 
to rescue thousands.2,3 There is great concern that overcrowding in evacuation centers, lack of PPE and lack of access to 
proper sanitation and hygiene infrastructure and supplies will lead to a significant spread of COVID-19 on the island of 

                                                      
1 https://apnews.com/article/floods-typhoons-typhoon-vamco-philippines-manila-4fd174fa6aa35c7d98fe4b1700e11ddc 
2 https://www.untvweb.com/news/over-265k-residents-rescued-by-govt-troops-in-ulysses-hit-areas-afp/ 
3 https://mb.com.ph/2020/11/13/thousands-rescued-by-afp-pnp-from-ulysses-wrath1/ 
 

FAST FACTS 
• On November 1, Super 

Typhoon Goni struck the 
Philippines with sustained 
winds of 140 mph and 
gusts as high as 195 mph. 
Goni was followed by 
Typhoon Vamco, which hit 
the country on November 
11, with sustained winds 
of 100 mph and gusts up 
to 130 mph. 

• Combined, the typhoons 
killed at least 100 people, 
with more than 20 still 
missing.  

• Super Typhoon Goni 
displaced at least 400,000 
people. 

• Flooding from Typhoon 
Vamco led to the rescue 
of more than 370,000 
individuals by the armed 
forces and national police. 

• The typhoons caused 
more than $775 million in 
damages in the 
Philippines.  

An International Medical Corps staff member interviews a mother whose family was 
displaced by flooding in Rodriguez, Rizal. 
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Luzon. There are reports of damaged sanitation systems in some evacuation centers, leading to open defecation, which 
significantly increases the risk of several serious illnesses. 

International Medical Corps Response 
International Medical Corps' staff recently completed a comprehensive 
assessment of the populations affected by Super Typhoon Goni and 
Typhoon Vamco. Our assessments took place in Albay province in the 
Bicol region, the Quezon and Rizal provinces in Calabrazon and 
Bulacan province in Central Luzon. Based on our findings, we are 
launching responses in three areas: Tiwi and Guinobtan, both in Albay 
province; and Rodriguez, in Rizal province.  
 
At these sites, International Medical Corps will distribute hygiene kits 
that will include cloth face masks and alcohol in addition to the 
standard items typically included, as well as non-food items, to 
affected populations. We will also conduct hygiene promotion 
campaigns to stem the occurrence of disease, including possible 
outbreaks of COVID-19, among the displaced people. We have also 
identified health facilities in the area that we will support with 
environmental health consumables—such as hypochlorite solutions 
and soap—and will install hands-free sanitation stations in two of 
these facilities. Lastly, we will provide diesel generators to a health 
center and an evacuation center.  
 

An International Medical Corps staff member 
assesses Joroan High School in Tiwi, which is being 
used as an evacuation center for 134 families after 
Typhoon Vamco. 
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