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At the beginning of November 2020, a conflict broke out between the Ethiopian National Defence Force and the Tigray 
People’s Liberation Front. Thousands of people have been displaced internally in the Tigray region in north Ethiopia, with 
more than 62,000 people fleeing across the border into Sudan. More recently, as a result of continued violence, large 
numbers of people have been displaced from Humera, Tegede and Wolkayit woredas in Ethiopia to the town of Shire. 

Almost six months since the conflict began, the situation for those affected remains difficult, as violence and conflict 
persist. Though access to the Tigray region and the humanitarian presence there has gradually increased, the region 
remains highly fragile, and there are still significant gaps in service delivery. There is an urgent need to improve water, 
sanitation and hygiene services, build the capacity of health facilities and provide food, shelter and protection. As a result, 
humanitarian agencies are continually looking to expand assistance for internally displaced people and refugees, in both 
Ethiopia and Sudan, to meet the increasing needs.1 

International Medical Corps’ Response 
Ethiopia 

Since the early stages of the conflict, International Medical Corps has been providing support to people in Humera, 
Wolkayit and Tsegede woredas through mobile health and nutrition services. In the last two weeks alone, we have 
provided more than 5,000 outpatient consultations, including providing nutrition screening for 2,415 children, and 
COVID-19 and hygiene education for more than 4,250 people. This brings the total of people reached with services and 
hygiene promotion to more than 41,000 and 60,000, respectively.  

Following reports of a large-scale displacement from Humera, Tegede and Wolkayit woredas to the town of Shire, 
International Medical Corps expanded its activities into the town, setting up a clinic in the beginning of April at Shire 
Preparatory School camp. 

During the last two weeks, International Medical Corps has continued to provide health and nutrition services at the clinic. 
Between April 13 and 19, we carried out 867 outpatient consultations—172 of the outpatient consultations were with 
children under five, who were all screened for acute malnutrition. Of these, 18 were moderate acute malnutrition (MAM) 
cases and four were severe acute malnutrition (SAM) cases. In addition, we screened 62 pregnant and lactating women 
for malnutrition, of which 15 were MAM cases and 10 were SAM cases. 

                                                   
1 UNOCHA: Ethiopia Tigray Region Humanitarian Update, April 19, 2021. https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia  

FAST FACTS 
• In Ethiopia, International 

Medical Corps’ clinic in Shire 
provided 867 outpatient 
consultations between April 13 
and April 19.  

• In Sudan, International Medical 
Corps has expanded its 
activities into Tunaydbah 
refugee camp, where we have 
distributed 100,000 masks to 
community health facilities. 

• International Medical Corps 
supported training, facilitated by 
Ministry of Health staff, for 46 
community health volunteers in 
Tunaydbah refugee camp on 
infection prevention and control. Supported by International Medical Corps, Ministry of Health staff members conduct 

training for community health volunteers in Tunaydbah refugee camp, Sudan, on 
COVID-19 infection prevention and control. 
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During the reporting period, 40 pregnant mothers received 
antenatal consultations and 12 women accessed post-natal 
services. In addition, we have provided vaccination and 
deworming services for children, and iron supplementation to 
pregnant and lactating women. The clinic also provides 
mental health support services, which have been accessed 
by 49 people.  

Between April 13 and 19, we provided education to 1,093 
people on numerous health topics, including the prevention 
of COVID-19, and have conducted COVID-19 screenings for 
708 people at our temporary clinic.  

Sudan 

International Medical Corps began working in the Hamdeyet 
refugee camp in Sudan during the early stages of the crisis, 
focusing on COVID-19 prevention, awareness-raising and 
health education, improved screening, distributing personal 
protective equipment (PPE), and training healthcare professionals on infection prevention and control (IPC).  

We recently began carrying out activities in the Tunaydbah refugee camp, providing mid-upper arm circumference 
(MUAC) screening for acute malnutrition, and distributing 100,000 medical masks to community health facilities for 
refugee and host communities in the area. In addition, in coordination with UNHCR and COR, International Medical Corps 
distributed 660 jerry cans to vulnerable households, including pregnant and lactating women, elderly individuals, people 
living with disabilities, and those with chronic diseases, such as hypertension, kidney failure and HIV/AIDS. 

During the last two weeks, International Medical Corps has raised community awareness on COVID-19 in the camp, 
which has a population of 21,265 Tigrayan refugees. This included conducting four mobile campaigns, which reached 
1,320 refugees, and distributing 5,000 leaflets, written in the Tegri language, on COVID-19 prevention methods.  

In addition, International Medical Corps helped the Ministry of Health facilitate IPC training for community health 
volunteers in the area, to further raise awareness about 
COVID-19. We have so far supported two training sessions, 
each with 23 people attending.  

In the last two weeks, we have continued to assess ongoing 
needs in the Tunaydbah refugee camp, where there is open 
defecation and poor hygience practices, resulting in reports of 
diarrheal diseases. There currently is one latrine per 50 
people, which is lower than the SPHERE standards of one per 
20 people. As a result, the camp is in immediate need of 
hygiene promotion teams and additional latrines, especially as 
the rainy season, which begins in June, approaches.  

There are currently seven primary health centers in the camp, 
all of which continue to show gaps in services, including 
antenatal care, family planning services, trained midwives and 
delivery rooms, a vaccination team and an additional 
ambulance. International Medical Corps will consider these 
needs and continue to work in close coordination with other 
health centers as we set up a health site and expand activities 
in the Tunaydbah refugee camp in the near future.  

International Medical Corps staff members conduct a key 
informant interview, as part of an effort to assess ongoing 
needs at Tunaydbah refugee camp. 

A woman in Shire uses a handwashing station provided by 
International Medical Corps.  
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