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In Ethiopia, the conflict between the Ethiopian National Defence Force and the Tigray People’s Liberation Front has been 
ongoing since the beginning of Novermber 2020. The violence continues to drive the mass displacement of people 
internally across the Tigray region, as well as causing 62,000 civilians to flee into neighbouring regions in Sudan, mostly 
to Kassala and Gedaref states, through the Hamdayet border point. The majority of refugees leaving Tigray have settled 
in the Um Raquba camp, and more recently in the newly established refugee camp in Tunaydbah, where gaps in service 
delivery remain. 

As violence and conflict continue to persist, the humanitarian situation across the Tigray region remains fragile and 
difficult for those affected. There are still significant humanitarian needs among internally displaced people and refugees 
in both Ethiopia and Sudan. Though humanitarian organizations have gained increased access to the Tigray region to 
scale up their responses and deliver vital services and assistance, many have received only food assistance—and even 
that has been received only once or twice. A joint visit by OCHA and ECHO in late March highlighted that food, shelter, 
protection, and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services remain largely inadequate. More recently, as a result of 
continued violence, large numbers of people have been displaced from Humera, Tegede and Wolkayit woredas to Shire.1 

There is an urgent need to scale up WASH interventions, to improve service delivery and capacity at health facilities and 
to increase protection and psychosocial support activities, particularly as more COVID-19 cases have been recorded and 
there has been an increased number of cases of watery diarrhea in the Um Rakuba camp. All partners are working to 
address gaps in the delivery of services and expand humanitarian assistance to populations in need. 

 

International Medical Corps’ Response 
Ethiopia 

Reports from the humanitarian community and the regional government’s Early Warning Response Department indicate 
large-scale displacement from Humera, Tegede and Wolkayit woredas to the town of Shire. As such, at the beginning of 

                                                   
1 UNOCHA: Ethiopia Tigray Region Humanitarian Update, April 13, 2021. https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/ethiopia  

FAST FACTS 
• In Ethiopia, International 

Medical Corps has set up a 
mobile health and nutrition clinic 
in Shire that has provided 
services to 784 displaced 
Tigrayans in this area. 

• International Medical Corps 
continues to work in Humera, 
Wolkayit and Tsegede woredas, 
where we have reached 36,000 
people with outpatient 
consultations and 56,000 with 
hygiene promotion. 

• In Sudan, International Medical 
Corps has distributed personal 
protective equipment to 
healthcare facilities, and trained 
25 staff in infection prevention 
and control.  

An International Medical Corps staff member consults with a patient in Shire, Ethiopia.  
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April, International Medical Corps expanded its interventions 
and deployed a mobile health and nutrition team there to join 
other humanitarian partners providing basic health and 
nutrition care to vulnerable groups. 

The clinic is run out of the Shire Preparatory School camp, 
which has an estimated population of 67,500, and provides 
outpatient consultations to adults and children (including 
children under five), nutrition screening for children under five 
and for pregnant and lactating women, antenatal 
consultations, family planning, and health education and 
sensitization on communicable diseases, including COVID-
19. The clinic has so far provided services to 784 people, 334 
of whom are children under five. Following discussions with 
local authorities, International Medical Corps plans to expand 
services in the near future to include immunization, postnatal 
consultations and specific interventions to manage 
malnutrition. 

In addition, International Medical Corps continues to provide mobile health and nutrition services in Humera, Wolkayit and 
Tsegede woredas, where we have provided almost 36,000 outpatient consultations, including nutrition screening of 9,300 
children, and COVID-19 and hygiene sensitization for more than 56,000 people.  

Sudan 

Since the early stages of the crisis, International Medical Corps has been working to prevent the spread of COVID-19 in 
the Hamdeyet refugee camp in Sudan, through awareness raising and health education, improved screening and the 
distribution of personal protective equipment (PPE), such as masks.  

Our teams have provided training to 25 community health volunteers (CHVs) in the Hamdeyet refugee camp who have 
carried out awareness-raising activities and shared health education messages with the refugee population, in areas such 
as schools and markets. Through this, the CHVs have successfully reached 7,230 people, which has improved 
community understanding on COVID-related risks and prevention methods. International Medical Corps also has set up 
80 handwashing stations in the Hamdeyet refugee camp and facilities, as well as 200 posters and 1,000 leaflets that 
contained information on proper hygiene practices and COVID-19 prevention methods. 

To ensure proper measurement of COVID-19 prevention among the target population, during the distribution of PPE each 
beneficiary was registered and categorized, and each target family received 20 medical masks, for a total of 15,000 

masks distributed to 750 families in the refugee community and 
the host community, along with 4,000 bars of soap and 400 
jerrycans. We also distributed 15,000 medical masks to partner 
clinics. In addition, we provided training to 16 volunteers on 
screening for COVID-19. These volunteers continue to carry out 
household visits to screen for possible COVID-19 cases for 
referral to local health facilities. 

In the last two weeks, International Medical Corps has received a 
plot of land to construct a health center inside Tundeybah camp. 
We have also trained 30 health workers on risk communication 
and community engement (RCCE) in the camp. 

International Medical Corps plans to set up a temporary health 
site that can address growing medical and nutrition needs for the 
refugees. Funding to address gaps in humanitarian assistance is 
still needed, including in health, nutrition and WASH, where 
needs remain critical.  

International Medical Corps staff perform an outpatient 
consultation in Shire. 

Staff conduct an awareness session on COVID-19 
prevention at the Hamdayet transit center, Kassala state. 
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