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On Monday, September 13, India reported a significant decline in new COVID-
19 infections for the second day in a row. According to the Union Health and 
Family Welfare Ministry, India had 27,254 new cases on that day, with a daily 
positivity rate of below 3% for the past 80 days.1 In total, the country has 
recorded more than 33.3 million confirmed cases of COVID-19 and more than 
443,000 confirmed deaths. According to government officials, more than two-
thirds of India’s 1.35 billion citizens had contracted the virus as of late July.2 

Though the number of cases has continued to decline over the past several 
months, experts have warned that religious festivals—which start this week and 
attract huge crowds—may lead to increased transmission.3 The last COVID-19 
wave earlier this year overwhelmed India’s hospitals and occurred shortly after 
the world’s biggest religious gatherings, the Kumbh Mela, which attracted some 
25 million Hindu pilgrims. The gatherings, coupled with the large state-election 
rallies and the highly infectious nature of the Delta variant—first detected in 
India—were blamed for fuelling the surge. In another example, government 
officials pointed to the recent spike in cases in the southern state of Kerala after 
the Onam festival in August.  

Despite these concerns, festive crowds have flocked to markets in Maharashtra 
and other states in recent days, ignoring the warnings. To discourage large 
gatherings and combat spread of the disease, many authorities have announced 
restrictions on movements and activities, in anticipation of the holiday. In 
Karataka, a curfew remains in effect; in Tamil Nadu, public festival celebrations have been banned; and in the eastern 
state of West Bengal, curfews are expected around the nine-day Durga Puja celebration in October. 

In terms of vaccinations, only about 19% of the country’s vast population is fully vaccinated. The country has dramatically 
inncreased COVID-19 vaccination rates, particularly in its vast rural hinterlands, where approximately 65% of the country’s 
population lives. However, supply constraints remain for the world’s largest maker of vaccines, and experts say it is 
unlikely that India will reach its target of vaccinating all adults by the end of the year.4  

                                                   
1 https://zeenews.india.com/india/decline-in-covid-19-cases-india-reports-less-than-30000-new-infections-291-deaths-in-24-hours-2393437.html  
2 https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/india-worried-about-complacency-over-second-dose-covid-19-vaccine-sources-2021-09-13/  
3 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/9/8/india-covid-religious-festivals-third-wave-mumbai  
4 https://www.voanews.com/covid-19-pandemic/vaccinations-rural-india-increase-amid-supply-concerns  

FAST FACTS 

Our Footprint 

• International Medical Corps is 
working with three local 
partners to provide critical 
supplies and equipment to 
healthcare facilities in Andhra 
Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi, 
Karnataka, Maharashtra, 
Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu and 
other COVID-19 hotspots 
across the country.  

Our Response 

• Our team has delivered 1,195 
oxygen-supply and equipment 
items, along with 14,000 items 
of PPE, to support more than 
44 healthcare facilities across 
17 states. 

• Moving forward, International 
Medical Corps is continuing to 
work with local partners to 
procure essential critical-care 
equipment, supplies and 
medications to support any 
subsequent waves in 
infections. 

• International Medical Corps 
also is working with local 
partners to procure and 
distribute cold-chain equipment 
and storage, as well as 
syringes and PPE, to 
strengthen vaccination efforts.  

International Medical Corps’ partner, Doctors For You, meets with the Health Minister of Bihar state 
at the Patliputra Sports Complex COVID-19 Hospital in Patna, Bihar, and points out the cryogenic 
cylinders and supplies delivered through our partnership. 
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International Medical Corps Response 
In India, Interational Medical Corps is working with local partners to strengthen 
critical-care capacity, support preparedess efforts for subsequent surges in 
infections, and enhance vaccination activities, particularly in rural areas. 
During the height of the last wave of COVID-19 infections, our team delivered 
essential oxgyen supplies and equipment—including oxygen generators, 
oxygen delivery and storage supplies—to hospitals and COVID-19 treatment 
facilities, to address the immediate needs of critically ill patients. These initial 
activities spanned 11 states across India, and provided support for more than 
25 facilities. 

As the number of infections and hospitalizations began to decline, 
International Medical Corps—in collaboration with our local partners, Doctors 
For You and the Sustainable Environment ad Ecological Development Society 
(SEEDS)—continued to procure and distribute essential critical-care equipment and supplies to ensure that healthcare 
facilities were better prepared for any subsequent surges in caseloads. To date, the team has procured and distributed 
almost 1,200 items of oxygen supplies, equipment and materials, supporting more than 44 healthcare facilities and 
COVID-19 treatment centers across 17 states. Moving forward, the team will continue to procure additional oxygen 
equipment and storage supplies, patient care monitors, ventilators, intensive care unit (ICU) beds, pulse oximeters and 
medical consumables to support healthcare facilities and treatment centers.  

 
International Medical Corps is also providing support to Doctors For You to enhance capacity at Vistex Charitable Hospital 
in Patna, Bihar. The hospital is a 100-bed rural facility that provides critical secondary health services to underserved 
communities in Bihar. The hospital has been treating COVID-19 patients since the beginning of the pandemic, and is 
actively scaling up patient care beds and intensive care unit capacity in anticipation of a new wave of infections. To 
support this effort, International Medical Corps is supporting the costs for additional clinicians, orderlies and hygiene 
technicians, to ensure that the facility is fully equipped to deal with a rise 
in infections. To date, funding has supported five doctors, 10 nurses and 
orderlies, and eight hygiene technicians.  

International Medical Corps also is working with Doctors For You to 
increase access to COVID-19 vaccines, particularly in rural, hard-to-
reach areas that require additional resources. Our team is procuring 
essential cold-chain storage and supplies, vaccine carriers and mobile 
vaccination units to meet this critical need.  

Finally, along with our efforts in India, International Medical Corps is 
focused on strengthening preparedness and response capacity in 
neighboring countries. In Nepal, International Medical Corps has 
partnered with the Public Health Concern Trust (PHECT) to procure and 
deliver critical-care supplies and equipment—including ventilators, pulse 
oximeters and PPE—to help healthcare facilities increase their capacity 
to treat an influx in COVID-positive patients. Procurement is underway, 
and items are expected to be delivered to facilities in the Kathmandu 
Valley in October and November. 

Item Quantity Locations Served 

Cryogenic containers 20 Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu 

Oxygen cylinders 255 Bihar, Karnataka 

Oxygen concentrators 905 
Assam, Bihar, Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Manipur, New Delhi, Odisha, Rajasthan, Uttarkhand, 
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal 

Oxygen plants 15 Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, New Delhi, Tamil Nadu, Telangana, 
Uttar Pradesh 

Personal protective 
equipment (PPE) 14,000 Assam, Bihar, Jammu & Kashmir, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Manipur,  Uttarkhand, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal 

International Medical Corps’ team completes 
foundation work needed to install an oxygen plant 
at Naharkatiya Assam.  

Residents wait for their vaccinations at a Doctors For You 
immunization event in Bihar, India. Demand for the 
COVID-19 vaccine has increased throughout the country, 
leading to supply and cold-chain shortages. 
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