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The COVID-19 pandemic continues to spread throughout the globe. In the past 
week, the world crossed two grim milestones of morbidity and mortality, 
surpassing both 10 million confirmed cases and 500,000 confirmed deaths from 
COVID-19. Last week saw the highest growth rates yet of confirmed cases, with 
the western hemisphere continuing to see sustained increases—although North 
and South America account for less than 20% of the world's population, they are 
contributing more than 50% of the new cases on a day-to-day basis1. 

In the past two weeks, the United States has seen substantial growth in 
confirmed COVID-19 cases, along with an increase in the percentage of 
individuals testing positive for the virus. Though this growth is driven by 
outbreaks in Florida, Texas, Arizona and California, many other states are also 
experiencing an upward trajectory of new cases. In response to evidence of 
where the latest outbreaks originated, the governors of Florida and Texas closed 
all bars in their states2, while the governor of California ordered bars to close in 
seven counties3. To avoid a recurrence of their outbreaks, New York, New Jersey and Connecticut have begun to require 
anyone traveling from at least 16 states with high rates of COVID-194 to quarantine for 14 days. As the situation continues 
to escalate in the US, the European Union has announced that it will block all travel from US passport holders until the 
outbreak is under control5.  

The United Nations, national governments, the scientific and medical communities, and NGOs continue to vet possible 
vaccines, treatments and strategies for fighting the virus across different local contexts. For the first time, in China, a 
vaccine candidate generated antibodies in nearly all human volunteers with no severe side effects6. On the treatment 
                                                      
1 https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/geographical-distribution-2019-ncov-cases 
2 https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/texas-close-bars-limit-restaurant-dining-due-explosion-covid-19-n1232233 
3 https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020-06-28/gavin-newsom-orders-bars-closed-in-7-california-counties-due-to-coronavirus-
spread 
4 https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/30/politics/travel-advisory-coronavirus-new-york-new-jersey-connecticut-massachusetts/index.html 
5 https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/eu-borders-open-but-not-to-americans-intl/index.html 
6 https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/chinese-vaccine-makers-hail-success-of-antibody-trials-tpdvx873l 

FAST FACTS 
• According to the Johns 

Hopkins University 
tracker, which 
consolidates data from a 
range of sources, as of 
July 1 there have been 
10,507,983 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 
reported in 188 countries 
and regions. 

• In the US, we are 
supporting more than 20 
health facilities in Los 
Angeles, New York City, 
Puerto Rico, Chicago, 
Boston and Detroit with 
emergency medical field 
units, equipment, supplies 
and volunteer staff. 

• We have screened more 
than 626,000 individuals 
for COVID-19 at our global 
missions and have 
distributed more than 9.8 
million pieces of personal 
protective equipment and 
infection prevention and 
control items to supported 
health facilities. 

• We have trained more 
than 64,127 frontline 
healthcare professionals 
on COVID-19 prevention 
and control measures. 

In Timbuktu, Mali, workers were able to disinfect 10 mosques and eight public buildings 
using equipment and supplies donated by International Medical Corps. 
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side, a study showed that dexamethasone, 
a common steroid, could decrease mortality 
by one-third for the sickest COVID-19 
patients7. Though these biomedical 
breakthroughs are helpful, Dr. Tom 
Frieden, president and CEO of Resolve to 
Save Lives and former director of the U.S 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, recently offered a different 
perspective: "We need to look not only at 
things like what medicines worked, but 
what's the best way to do contact tracing? 
What's the best way to diagnose someone 
who is feeling ill? What's the best way to 
isolate or quarantine? What's the best way 
to stop spread in hospitals? I think 
sometimes we're a little bit too reliant on 
biomedical solutions, and not relying 
enough on good management.8”  

In search of innovative approaches to dealing with the pandemic, some countries have begun to test new strategies. For 
example, in Pakistan, the government is rolling out a new policy that it hopes will limit the economic fallout from COVID-19 
while proving effective at limiting the spread of the virus. The government's plan revolves around "smart lockdowns" in 
which it will target 500 hotspots for lockdowns rather than imposing a countrywide lockdown9. The development of 
effective and innovative non-pharmaceutical interventions are increasingly crucial in low- to middle-income countries with 
less developed health systems. 

International Medical Corps Response 

 Globally, International Medical Corps is focused on continuing to provide essential medical assistance and training 
without disruption in the 30 countries where we operate by assuring continuity of services throughout our programs and 
operations. 
 

                                                      
7 https://www.ibtimes.sg/scientists-hail-dexamethasone-major-breakthrough-treating-coronavirus-patients-46967 
8 https://www.devex.com/news/the-hydroxychloroquine-conundrum-97534 
9 https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/06/lockdown-pakistan-target-500-coronavirus-hotspots-200623072202544.html 

United States Response 

 
Cities: 7 Hospitals: 23 Nursing homes: 24 

 
MDs: 16 Nurses: 44 EMTs: 3 Paramedics: 8 

 
Field Units: 56 HVACs: 42 Generators: 4 Trailers: 2 

 

Beds: 150 Ventilators: 7 Portable ultrasounds: 12 

Pulse oximeters: 14 Suctions: 9 Defibrillators: 2 

Medical consumables Anesthesia pumps: 1 Patient monitors: 60 

 

K95 masks: 822,680 Surgical masks: 10,000 Surgical Gowns: 75,000 

Face Shields: 108,000 Nitrile Gloves: 2,100 

Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/testing/individual-states 
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United States Response 
International Medical Corps continues to provide medical surge support to hospitals and nursing homes in Boston, 
Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles, New York and Puerto Rico. To date, we have distributed more than 800,000 KN95 masks 
and 100,000 face shields, along with essential critical care equipment—including ventilators, portable ultrasounds, pulse 
oximeters and defibrillators. International Medical Corps also has provided emergency medical field units and clinical 
volunteers to enhance emergency-care capacity at facilities nationwide during the height of the pandemic.  

As new hotspots emerge across the US, 30 states are reporting increases in COVID-19 cases, and 23 states are 
reporting an increase in hospitalizations, following periods of plateaus or decline. Sixteen states have rolled back their 
reopening plans after seeing increases in confirmed COVID-19 cases. One of the most impacted states, Texas, has seen 
a 170% increase in cases in the last two weeks, and is now reporting more than 163,000 confirmed cases and 2,400 
deaths. International Medical Corps is partnering with Texas A&M University’s Coastal Bend Health Education Center to 
deliver 10 virtual training sessions on infection prevention and control (IPC) and medical surge. The majority of sessions 
have been delivered to community health centers and medical professionals in Nueces County, which as of last week was 
leading the state in new cases. In the coming weeks, International Medical Corps instructors will provide training to teams 
of school nurses, public health officials and vulnerable populations, such as staff at substance-abuse recovery centers 
and, possibly, departments of corrections. 

Global Response 
International Medical Corps is focused on ensuring continuity 
of operations in its existing programming in nearly 30 countries 
while taking decisive action to respond to COVID-19 cases. 
We are continuing to distribute personal protective equipment 
(PPE) and IPC items to our supported healthcare facilities, 
while providing training and support to frontline healthcare 
workers on the proper use of such equipment and the 
epidemiology of COVID-19. Additionally, our facilities are 
continuing to screen patients for COVID-19 and raise 
awareness—through traditional and remote activities—
throughout communities. International Medical Corps is also 
participating with global, regional and local coordination bodies 
to support their COVID-19 response and ensure that our staff 
can respond to the outbreak while continuing to deliver critical 
healthcare services. Highlights from our response this week 
include activities in the following countries. 

• In Lebanon, our team continues to provide vital essential primary healthcare and mental health and psychosocial 
support (MHPSS) services, as well as gender-based violence (GBV) assistance to Syrian refugees and 
vulnerable Lebanese populations. To mitigate the spread of the virus, some assistance is now provided over the 
phone, while our rehabilitation services—which had to be temporarily paused in March—have resumed. The team 
has also raised awareness about COVID-19 among community members and provided psychological first-aid 
training to frontline workers. International Medical Corps is also working closely with the government and with 
partner NGOs by participating in sub-working groups of national COVID-19 taskforces. So far, more than 100,000 
people have been screened for COVID-19 symptoms at 59 International Medical Corps-supported facilities, we 
have distributed more than 500,000 PPE and IPC items, and in two cities—Tripoli and Akkar—International 
Medical Corps is the health lead for an initiative coordinated by UNHCR working to mitigate the spread and 
damage of the virus among refugee communities. 
 

•  In Libya, International Medical Corps mobilized quickly to address the threat posed by COVID-19, training rapid 
response teams working for the country’s National Center for Disease Control (NCDC) about the virus and its 
symptoms; about its prevention, transmission and treatment; about how to conduct contact tracing; and about 
how to use PPE. International Medical Corps was the first international NGO operating in the country to support 
the NCDC, donating PPE for its rapid response teams. We are also training health staff in all of our supported 
facilities on how to respond to suspected cases of COVID-19, as well as providing supplies of necessary PPE. 
Starting in June, in response to needs identified in consultation with the Libyan government, we began supporting 
hospitals with training and PPE while strengthening their capacity to triage and isolate COVID-19 patients. We 
have a newly trained team of mental health counselors who are supporting our primary healthcare teams in three 
field locations, in addition to preparing culturally appropriate COVID-19 messages for an online awareness-raising 
campaign on a country-specific COVID-19 Facebook page. We have adjusted our GBV programs, switching to a 
remote case-management strategy that ensures survivors can still access our services during restrictions on 
movement outside the home. Finally, we are training social workers from the Libyan Ministry of Social Affairs 

International Medical Corps is responding to COVID-19 
around the world, including in Lebanon, Libya and Sudan, 
shown on the map above. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/IMCLibyaCOVID19


about the heightened risks of GBV that can occur as restrictions on movement tighten and curfews force more 
survivors to spend prolonged periods inside their homes with their abusers.  
 

• In Sudan, our team works mainly in the Darfur Region, as well as in South Kordofan and Blue Nile states, where 
our COVID-19-related response has included training of both office-based and clinical staff about the virus, its 
symptoms and behavior, and essential IPC measures, including the importance of PPE for all staff. Our sites at 
Umdukun, near Darfur’s western border with Chad, as well as at Jebel Mara to the east, have established local-
level Emergency Preparedness and Planning committees that conduct weekly meetings. We recently held a 
coordination meeting with Ministry of Health and WHO representatives, focusing on the statewide COVID-19 
response, and are providing support for COVID-related activities at both the state and local levels. International 
Medical Corps-supported isolation centers in the towns of Golo and Zalingie are now admitting COVID-19 cases. 
We also have helped the Ministry of Health establish a new isolation center with a capacity of 25 beds in the town 
of Nertiti. We held COVID-19 awareness sessions in all three areas, in addition to Umdukun. We have engaged in 
awareness-raising efforts, including the printing and distribution of fliers and COVID-related banners through the 
State Ministry of Health, focusing on health education IPC guidelines. We have helped create radio dramas 
featuring COVID-19 themes that are broadcast four times a week, and our experts are invited to the radio station 
every week to provide key COVID-19 related messages to the community. We reached 20,533 people with 
COVID-19 messages and trained 27 health workers on triage and case management. International Medical Corps 
also has purchased hygiene supplies and distributed them through the Ministry of Health. In addition, we 
distributed 1,000 pairs of gloves and 420 bars of soaps to seven health facilities in Umdukun.  

 

 
•  

International Medical Corps’ Impact at a Glance 

Community Members Reached Through 
COVID-19 Awareness-Raising Activities 

 
592K Traditional 

 237K Remote 

PPE and IPC Items Distributed  9.3M PPE  320K IPC 
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