
 
 
 
 
 

COVID-19 
Situation Report #19 

June 17, 2020 SITUATION UPDATE 

Globally, the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases continues to rise. The past 
week saw the most significant increase in cases yet seen, with an average of 
more than 130,000 identified cases per day. In total, there have been more than 
8.2 million confirmed cases, along with more than 444,000 deaths. Recently, 
burgeoning outbreaks in South America and South Asia have fueled the 
increase in new cases.  

In the United States, there is a fear that states with previously low case 
numbers, or that have begun to re-open, are experiencing increases again. At 
least seven states have daily confirmed case numbers that are at least 100% 
higher than they were two weeks ago1. Meantime, China is battling an outbreak 
in Beijing that is igniting fears of a second wave in that country. The Chinese 
government has taken drastic measures in recent days to control the outbreak, 
including fencing off neighborhoods, creating security checkpoints outside 
residential compounds, banning travel for close contacts of infected individuals 
and enforcing quarantine for those leaving the area2.  

The global humanitarian community remains vigilant concerning outbreaks in refugee camps. These densely populated, 
low-resource communities create an ideal environment for a massive and fast-paced eruption in cases. Of particular 
concern is the largest refugee camp in the world: over the past week, sections of Cox’s Bazar, in Bangladesh, were 
placed on lockdown, as the number of cases in the district continues to increase3. Thus far, the government in 
Bangladesh has confirmed more than 90,000 cases across the country, with more than 1,400 cases in Cox’s Bazar and 
38 cases confirmed in the refugee camp4. Adding to the situation is a general lack of masks, clean water and soap5. 

Cox’s Bazar is far from the only refugee camp in the world that is on high alert. In Darfur, Sudan, camp leaders have 
observed an uptick of unexplained deaths in refugee camps. The government has officially confirmed only 54 cases of 

                                                      
1 https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/03/16/816707182/map-tracking-the-spread-of-the-coronavirus-in-the-u-s 
2 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/16/beijing-coronavirus-outbreak-travel-restricted-china-severe-measures 
3 https://www.devex.com/news/as-covid-19-deaths-rise-in-cox-s-bazar-is-increased-testing-enough-97412 
4 https://www.iedcr.gov.bd/index.php/component/content/article/73-ncov-2019 
5 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-06-16/rohingya-refugees-coxs-bazar-coronavirus/12356046 

FAST FACTS 

 According to the Johns 
Hopkins University tracker, 
which consolidates data 
from a range of sources, as 
of June 17 there have been 
8,204,947 confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 reported in 
188 countries and regions. 

 In the US, we are 
supporting more than 20 
health facilities in Los 
Angeles, New York City, 
Puerto Rico, Chicago, 
Boston and Detroit with 
emergency medical field 
units, equipment, supplies 
and volunteer staff. 

 We have screened more 
than 495,000 individuals for 
COVID-19 at our global 
missions and have 
distributed more than 9.5 
million pieces of personal 
protective equipment and 
infection prevention and 
control items to supported 
health facilities. 

 We have trained more than 
9,700 frontline healthcare 
professionals on COVID-19 
prevention and control 
measures. 

In Cameroon, International Medical Corps staff attend a weekly coordination meeting for 
COVID-19 activities in the Minawao refugee camp, near the border with Nigeria. 



COVID-19 in Darfur. However, Gamal 
Abdulkarim Abdullah, the director of Zam 
Zam camp, recently said in response to 
reports of 70 deaths in the camp in the past 
week, “We’re losing a whole generation.” 6 
The lack of sufficient testing across Africa 
has contributed to what appears to be an 
invisible spread of the disease. In response, 
the Africa Centres for Disease Control and 
Prevention announced that they would 
support the testing of 10 million individuals 
over the next four months7. 

International Medical Corps 
Response 

Globally, International Medical Corps is 
focused on ensuring that it continues to 
provide essential medical assistance and 
training without disruption in the 30 or so countries where we operate by assuring continuity of services throughout our 
programs and operations. 

 
United States Response 
In the United States, International Medical Corps is continuing to provide medical surge support to hospitals and nursing 
homes in Boston, Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles, New York and Puerto Rico. Support includes emergency medical field 
units, personal protective equipment (PPE) and other critical-care equipment and supplies, and clinical volunteers. As 
states have begun reopening, many local governments are requesting that hospitals maintain a stockpile of PPE in 
anticipation of potential spikes in COVID-19 cases. International Medical Corps will continue to support hospitals by 
sourcing and distributing PPE and other critical equipment, such as face shields, isolation gowns and portable patient 
monitors, to help in preparations for any surge in caseloads as regular operations resume.  

To date, International Medical Corps has distributed more than 712,680 KN95 masks and 73,000 face shields to 
healthcare facilities. Additionally, with support from the Edgerton Foundation, International Medical Corps is providing 
critical PPE to the Los Angeles County Fire Department, to protect firefighters by reducing potential exposure to the virus. 
This is particularly crucial as California’s wildfire season has begun, with nine wildfires recorded since early June. 
International Medical Corps also has distributed 15,000 gowns to the Los Angeles County Fire Department, with additional 
equipment scheduled to arrive later this month. Additionally, International Medical Corps, in partnership with Bloomberg 
Philanthropies, has distributed more than 50,000 masks to facilities in South Carolina’s Beaufort County, where confirmed 
cases have more than doubled over the last month. These types of activities are particularly crucial as states continue to 
reopen and as state leaders and health officials encourage everyone to follow safety precautions, including wearing 
masks and practicing social distancing. 

Though the daily coronavirus case numbers are essentially steady nationwide, 22 states have emerged as hotspots, with 
weekly case counts increasing—in some instances by nearly 50%—over the past week. Texas has emerged as a 
particularly critical area, as hospitalizations have increased by more than 60% since Memorial Day. In response, 
International Medical Corps began its virtual training series for health and medical professionals along the Texas/Mexico 
border, to help address COVID-19 in these communities. On June 3, our instructor led members of Las Nueces County 
Medical Society through infection prevention and control (IPC) and medical surge measures, as they prepare their offices 
for an increase of patients returning for well-visits. On June 12, we met with Hope Health Center in Corpus Christi, a 
federally qualified health center, to discuss how it is strengthening its facility for possible COVID-19 cases. We were also 
joined by staff from long-term care facilities and social-support service organizations that work with the most vulnerable 
populations along the border. International Medical Corps has trained more than 50 health and medical professionals over 
the past week, and has an additional eight training sessions lined up throughout the summer months. 

  

                                                      
6 https://www.theguardian.com./world/2020/jun/13/global-report-new-beijing-cases-spark-second-wave-fear-as-india-and-brazil-struggle-with-first 
7 https://www.devex.com/news/africa-cdc-rolls-out-strategy-to-ramp-up-coronavirus-testing-97408 
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United States Response 

 

Cities: 7 Hospitals: 23 Nursing homes: 21 

 

MDs: 16 Nurses: 44 EMTs: 3 Paramedics: 8 

 

Field Units: 56 HVACs: 42 Generators: 4 Trailers: 2 

 

Beds: 150 Ventilators: 7 Portable ultrasounds: 12 

Pulse oximeters: 14 Suctions: 9 Defibrillators: 2 

Medical consumables Anesthesia pumps: 1 Patient monitors: 60 

 

K95 masks: 712,680 Surgical masks: 10,000 Surgical gowns: 50,000 

Face shields: 73,000 Nitrile gloves: 2,100 

 

Global Response 

International Medical Corps is focused on ensuring continuity of operations throughout its programming in nearly 30 
countries while taking decisive action to respond to COVID-19 cases. We are continuing to distribute PPE and IPC items 
to our supported healthcare facilities, while providing training and support to frontline healthcare workers on the proper 
use of PPE and the epidemiology of COVID-19. Additionally, our facilities are continuing to screen patients for COVID-19 
and raise awareness through traditional and remote activities throughout communities. International Medical Corps is also 
participating with global, regional and local coordination bodies to support the COVID-19 response and ensure that our 
staff can respond to the outbreak and continue to deliver critical healthcare services. Highlights from our response this 
week include the following. 

 Although the government in Cameroon has prepared a national response plan, its capacity to track and manage 
COVID-19 cases remains very low. Since March 27, International Medical Corps has been implementing a 
response and prevention project in the Minawao refugee camp in the Far North region, near the border with 
Nigeria, which hosts more than 60,000 refugees, and where malnutrition is widespread. To date, health teams 
have trained 129 health workers and 106 outreach volunteers in COVID-19 prevention; screened 1,236 patients 
for COVID-19; and reached more than 208,000 people with messaging on how to prevent COVID-19. Our 
community health workers in the Far North have also distributed 240 sanitation kits and 154 items of PPE. In the 
East region, we have trained 93 community health workers, who have reached more than 60,000 people in 
vulnerable communities with COVID-19 prevention education.   

 

International Medical Corps’ Impact at a Glance 

Number of Supported Facilities Provided 
with COVID-19 Activities 

336 
Primary Health 

Facilities 

55 
Hospitals 

34 
Static Clinics 

45 
Mobile Medical 

Clinics 

Community Members Reached Through 
COVID-19 Awareness-Raising Activities 

 
566K Traditional 

 
173K Remote 

PPE and IPC  
Items Distributed 

 9.1M PPE  286K IPC 

 



 In South Sudan, International Medical Corps 
continues to help lead the pandemic response, 
serving as co-lead of the country’s COVID-19 
Case Management and IPC Taskforce. Our 
country director also has joined the South 
Sudan NGO Forum Steering Committee as an 
advisory member, to assist the group with 
advocacy, planning, and preparedness. With 
support from the World Health Organization, 
we are managing the expansion of the Juba 
Infectious Disease Unit (IDU) to include 75 new 
beds. In other areas, we are screening all 
entrants to protection-of-civilian (PoC) camps in 
Juba and Malakal, and have begun initial 
screening at the PoC camp in Wau. In addition, 
we have put in place an adapted triaging system at the PoCs to pre-sort patients symptomatically, helping to 
reduce transmission in the wards. We have trained all healthcare workers in Juba, Malakal and Wau on COVID-
related treatment and prevention protocols, and have distributed supplies of PPE to our healthcare teams there. 
Finally, we recently met with the French ambassador to South Sudan to discuss the country’s generous offer of 
two portable ventilator units to help support our COVID-related medical interventions at the Juba IDU.  
 

 International Medical Corps has already been working closely in Burundi with the Ministry of Health (MoH) and 
other key stakeholders to protect the country from Ebola, and has leveraged these preparedness activities to 
support the country’s COVID-19 contingency plans. With support from International Medical Corps staff from the 
DRC, the Burundi mission has provided training on COVID-19 for nearly 600 healthcare providers and provided 
training-of-trainers sessions to an additional 67 MoH personnel. At Bujumbura International Airport, the country 
team has also helped the government screen and follow-up with incoming passengers from countries with 
confirmed cases of COVID-19. Currently, the team is working on expanding training for frontline health workers on 
COVID-19 case management and is disseminating treatment protocols to all of Burundi’s hospitals. It also is 
continuing to conduct community outreach and education programs, working closely with religious and 
administrative leaders.   

 

 

International Medical Corps is responding to COVID-19 around the 
world, including in Cameroon, South Sudan and Burundi, shown on the 
map above. 


