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SITUATION UPDATE 

Two weeks of tenuous ceasefire in Yemen coinciding with UN-sponsored peace 
talks in Switzerland came to an end on January 2, following an announcement by 
the pro-government, Saudi-led coalition.  During the ceasefire period, relief 
organizations, including International Medical Corps, worked to negotiate access 
to areas of need to deliver medical care, food, and other assistance, successfully 
reaching districts that have been difficult to reach due to conflict and numerous 
checkpoints.  However, active fighting, shelling, and airstrikes continued 
throughout the temporary truce, hampering the ability of relief organizations to 
deliver much of the needed aid.  In Taizz City, some areas have been under siege 
for more than three months, with approximately 200,000 people cut off from 
assistance.  Despite the agreement of conflict parties on December 17 to allow a 
full resumption of humanitarian aid to Taizz, organizations remain unable to 
negotiate access for supply deliveries to hospitals in parts of the city.  For the 
duration of the ceasefire, the UN World Health Organization was unable to 
negotiate passage for five trucks carrying 22 tons of trauma medicines, diarrheal 
medications, oxygen cylinders, and other supplies intended for Al Thowra, Al 
Jumhouri, Al Rawdah, and Al Mudhaffar hospitals.  International Medical Corps 
was also unable to negotiate passage for a truck carrying medicines, interagency 
emergency health kits, and consumables for Al Thowra. 
 

• 14.4 million people in 
Yemen are food insecure 

 
• At least 2.5 million 

people are internally 
displaced 

 
• Conflict has led to more 

than 5,800 deaths, 
including 2,800 civilians, 
since mid-March 

 
• More than 27,900 

people have been 
injured since mid-March 

FAST FIGURES 

  

International Medical Corps successfully reached hard-to-access communities in Taizz City from 
December 15–30.  International Medical Corps will continue to operate mobile medical teams in 
Taizz City as long as teams can negotiate access to communities and people in need. 

 • International Medical 
Corps teams access 
communities in Taizz 
despite clashes 
 

• Mobile teams provide 
3,000 pediatric 
consultations in Salh 
District, Taizz City 
 

• International Medical 
Corps distributes 
reproductive health 
supplies and other items 
in Sana’a  

 

SITUATION AT A GLANCE 

For more information on International 
Medical Corps’ Yemen response, see 
“Yemen’s Tragedy:  A First Responder’s 
Blog from Inside the Crisis.”  

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/
yemen-first-responder 

https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/yemen-first-responder
https://internationalmedicalcorps.org/yemen-first-responder
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Although supply trucks did not receive permission to enter 
Taizz City, International Medical Corps negotiated 
permission—in coordination with the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) and local authorities—for six mobile medical teams 
to enter Salh, a district on the eastern side of Taizz City under 
Al Houthi control, and which had been inaccessible prior to 
the ceasefire.  Due to continued fighting and insecurity, 
International Medical Corps’ teams were among the only 
medical service providers to enter Taizz City during the 
ceasefire period, and clashes regularly disrupted the delivery 
of services.  Nevertheless, the teams were able to visit sites 
in and around Salh, delivering primary health care services in 
host communities and for internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
staying in schools and other buildings.  Collectively, the teams screened 3,513 children for illnesses, and most commonly 
treated them for diarrhea, acute respiratory infections, and intestinal parasites.  The teams also screened 755 children 
under five for acute malnutrition, among whom 26 were severely malnourished and 108 were moderately 
malnourished.  Teams conducted routine vaccinations for children, and provided tetanus vaccines for women.  Among 
the antenatal and postnatal care services delivered, 288 women received iron and folic acid supplements.  The mobile 
teams also held education and counseling sessions for 915 caregivers on immunizations, infant young and child feeding, 
childhood illness and acute malnutrition prevention, and other topics—a routine activity of increased significance given 
the frequent lack of access to Salh for humanitarian workers and health care providers.  While in Salh, the mobile teams 
conducted a basic multi-sector needs assessment, using questionnaires collected from patients presenting for services at 
the mobile unit; findings will be included in larger assessment of needs that covers select districts in Taizz and Ibb 
governorates. 

In Sana’a, intensified airstrikes have accompanied the end of the ceasefire, causing fear among residents and increasing 
tension around the city, according to media reports.  Airstrikes in Bani Matar on December 29 disrupted the operation of 
International Medical Corps mobile teams in the district; the teams resumed their operations the following day.  In 
southern Yemen, Aden authorities have imposed a curfew on the city following clashes with suspected armed militant 
groups while trying to secure control of Aden’s port on January 3.  The growing presence of militant groups remains a 
key challenges in both Aden and Lahj, in addition to criminal activity and the threat of kidnapping. 
 
INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CORPS RESPONSE HIGHLIGHTS 

Mobile Teams Provide Medical Care throughout Taizz Governorate 
International Medical Corps continued to deliver medical care in additional 
areas beyond Salh, including At Ta’iziyah District.  In At Ta’iziyah, 
International Medical Corps has targeted 12 health facilities for support 
through the delivery of medical and nutrition supplies; however, only five 
of the facilities are still accessible.  Mobile teams also operated in Dimnat 
Khadir and Mawiyah.  Across the three districts, mobile medical teams 
conducted 921 pediatric consultations and screened 334 children under 
five years of age for acute malnutrition between December 15 and 31.  
Two children were enrolled for treatment of severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM), and 24 for treatment of moderate acute malnutrition (MAM).  
Among the reproductive health care services provided, 26 women 
attended general antenatal care consultations, and 107 women received 
iron and folic acid supplements.  

International Medical Corps mobile teams were able to reach IDP sites 
and other areas of need in Taizz during the fragile ceasefire period. 

IDPs crowd around an International Medical Corps 
mobile team in Taizz. 
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Working with local contractors, International Medical Corps also continued water trucking to two hospitals in Taizz, 
delivering 13,000 liters (L) of water to the Amal Cancer Center in Al Mudhaffar and 82,500 L to Al Thowra Hospital 
Kidney Center in Al Qahirah.  International Medical Corps is also scaling up its water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) 
support in Taizz—adding hospitals and primary health care facilities for water delivery, supporting communities with 
water delivery service, and providing hygiene kits to vulnerable IDP households.   

International Medical Corps Distributes Supplies in Sana’a  
In Sana’a Governorate, International Medical Corps conducts health, nutrition, and WASH activities in Bani Matar, Al 
Haymah Al Kharijiyah, Bilad Ar Rus, and Sanhan districts.  During the second half of December, International Medical 
Corps lent support to a Ministry of Public Health and Population (MoPHP) outreach campaign, working with MoPHP to 
access hard to-reach communities with health and nutrition services.  International Medical Corps provided essential 
medications for two MoPHP mobile teams that aimed to reach 1,500 people, and International Medical Corps’ own 
mobile teams participated in the campaign for five days.  The mobile teams conducted another 528 medical 
consultations as part of their routine service delivery.   

During the December 15–31 reporting period, International Medical Corps distributed a range of medical supplies to 
health care facilities and hospitals to support critical health care services.  International Medical Corps distributed 27 
various interagency reproductive health kits to facilities and at the community level through mobile teams to help 
ensure that basic, minimal reproductive health care standards are being met in order to reduce morbidity and mortality, 
particularly among women.  The various kits contained supplies needed for clean deliveries, management of obstetric 
and newborn complications, safe blood transfusions, treatment of sexually transmitted infections, and other services.  In 
addition, International Medical Corps provided 400 bottles of blood grouping reagents to Al Kuwait Hospital and the 
national blood bank, sufficient to assist approximately 1,000 individuals over a three-month period.  International 
Medical Corps also delivered 35,000 bottles of Paracetamol—or acetaminophen—to Al Thowra, Al Sabeen, Al Jumhouri, 
and Al Kuwait hospitals, which will support the hospitals for three months. 

Other assistance provided by International Medical Corps during the reporting period includes a two-day workshop for 
40 participants living with HIV, held in coordination with the National AIDS Program.  The workshop centered on the 
integration of people living with HIV, increasing awareness of HIV transmission routes and preventative measures, HIV 
drug resistance, and preventing mother to child transmission.  In the WASH sector, International Medical Corps 
delivered a total of 342,600 L of water to 26th of September and Al Jumhouri hospitals, and trained 109 WASH 
volunteers from Sanhan and Bilad Ar Rus on the effective community management of water and sanitation services.  At 
the Wadi Alajbar health facility in Sana’a, International Medical Corps supported the rehabilitation of WASH 
infrastructure, repairing the facility’s electrical system to enable the resumption of water pumping. 

Delivering Health, Nutrition, and Other Assistance in Southern Yemen 
In southern Yemen, International Medical Corps operates in Aden and Lahj governorates, supporting 38 health facilities 
and hospitals with essential health and nutrition supplies, and delivering health services through five mobile teams.  
During the reporting period, International Medical Corps delivered essential medicines, commodities to treat acute 
malnutrition, equipment, and solar panels to supported facilities.  Across 33 of the facilities that reported data, as well 
as one new mobile team, medical personnel screened 1,461 children for acute malnutrition.  Of these, 108 were 
enrolled for SAM treatment and 224 for MAM treatment.  Of the 388 pregnant and lactating women screened, 362 were 
enrolled for supplementary feeding.  Among the 1,164 children who received pediatric consultations, 826 were 
diagnosed with acute respiratory infections.  Facilities also collectively provided 594 antenatal and postnatal care 
consultations.  In addition to routine services provided, International Medical Corps coordinated with the Aden 
governorate health office to support their five-day tetanus immunization campaign, which targeted girls in 48 schools 
across eight districts.  The campaign reached an estimated 17,490 girls. 

International Medical Corps currently has five mobile teams operating in Lahj Governorate, providing services in Al 
Musaymir, Al Maqatirah, and Al Milah districts.  During the second half of December, the mobile teams conducted 805 
health consultations, most commonly for acute respiratory illnesses, acute bloody diarrhea, and intestinal parasites.  Of 
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the 111 children under five screened for acute malnutrition, 5 were enrolled for SAM treatment and 12 were enrolled 
for MAM treatment.  Mobile teams also provided antenatal and postnatal care, delivery consultations, and family 
planning consultations as needed, serving approximately 60 women.   

In Al Milah District, International Medical Corps began distributing WASH supplies in conflict-affected communities.  
From December 20 to 31, International Medical Corps distributed 455 hygiene kits and 470 ceramic water filters.  
International Medical Corps has integrated the WASH activities with an ongoing food voucher program in Lahj, which 
provides basic food items to vulnerable households with MAM and SAM cases.  
 
 

For additional information, please contact: 
Chris Skopec, Senior Director Emergency Preparedness and Response 

Response Management Team Leader 
cskopec@internationalmedicalcorps.org 

 
Giorgio Trombatore, Yemen Country Director 

Emergency Team Leader 
gtrombatore@internationalmedicalcorps.org 
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