
This update provides a snapshot of the inter-agency regional response in full coordination with host Governments and 

55 partners across the region. Published weekly on Thursday, the next update will be available on 21 March 2013. 
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REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 1.1 million Syrian refugees are registered or pending registration as of 13 March, 2013, exceeding the June  

population planning figure in the Regional Response Plan. Two years on, humanitarian response partners are  

grappling with limited funding to bring aid to growing numbers of people in need. 

 The regional refugee response is a coordinated effort with host Governments and over 60 national and  

international implementing and operating partners in five countries. 

 Host Governments and communities continue to display generosity and compassion in supporting the relentless influx 

of refugees, maintaining open borders and access to protection. 

 Camps and communities near the border in Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan and Iraq are struggling to accommodate the 

growing refugee population. 

 UNICEF and partners have assisted more than 300,000 refugee children with critical services including the provision 

of safe water, adequate sanitation, education, specialist care and protection from exploitation and abuse.  

REGIONAL FIGURES 

1.1 million refugees 

US$ 730 million funding gap in the 

2013 regional appeal  

76% of refugees are women and children 

22 camps accommodate 411,000 people 

across Turkey, Jordan and Iraq. 

63% of refugees live outside camps in 

host communities 

202,000 refugees have been provided 

with access to drinking and domestic  

water by UNICEF 

Refugee population as of 13 March 2013, based on available data. For updated figures visit http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees 

*Correction: a version of the last update (issued on 7 March 2013) wrongly stated the amount of prioritized Regional Response Plan 4 projects. The correct total 

amount is US$ 523,790,763, not US$ 511,860,263. The complete list of projects is available  for viewing here. 

http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/uploads/project.pdf


SYRIA REGIONAL REFUGEE RESPONSE                          7 - 13 March 2013 |2 

Turkish Government assists additional 70,000 urban refugees  
 The Government of Turkey is responding to Syrians seeking assistance in urban centers with a new registration effort. 

Previously, only the 186,000 refugees hosted in the 17 camps were counted in official figures.  

 Some 41,000 refugees in urban areas have been registered to date under the new policy and a further 30,000 have 

appointments to be registered. The number of persons of concern in Turkey now stands at 258,200. A temporary  

protection regime is adopted for all Syrians, which ensures that new arrivals in Turkey are automatically offered refuge 

and cannot be returned to their country against their will. 

 Turkey has adopted a temporary protection regime for all Syrians, which ensures that Syrians arriving in the country 

are automatically offered refuge and cannot be returned to their country against their will. 

The Turkish Government continues to bear significant costs sheltering and assisting Syrian refugees, having already 

spent at least $600 million on camp settlements. Registration and camp management are coordinated by the Prime  

Minister’s Disaster Relief Agency (AFAD) with operational support from agencies such as the Turkish Red Crescent. 

UNHCR will continue to offer its expertise to expand registration capacity and identify vulnerability and special needs.  

Women and children most  

vulnerable segments of refugee 

population 
 UNHCR and partners are strengthening  

capacity to prevent and respond to Sexual 

and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) and 

Child Protection (CP) issues through  

training and increased facilities, support 

activities and awareness-raising programs.  

 Thousands of young refugees are  

receiving psychosocial support and   

attending Child and Adolescent Friendly 

Spaces, with the number of beneficiaries 

reached continuing to increase. 

 Jordan - The inter-agency CP and  

Gender-Based Violence (GBV) sub-

working group has released the findings  

of its assessment in Zaatri camp.  

Information was collected on access to 

services; exploitation of women and  

children; unaccompanied and separated 

children; children associated with armed 

forces/groups; SGBV; early marriages; safety concerns and disability issues. A response is being coordinated based on 

key recommendations, which include strengthening coordination; improving the identification of vulnerable cases; and 

targeted assistance and support for children engaged in child labour and their families. In host communities, UNICEF 

and Save the Children Jordan continue to implement awareness-raising sessions on child rights and eliminating  

violence against children. 

Iraq - A Women’s Listening Centre run by the International Rescue Committee (IRC) in collaboration with Harikar 

opened on 3 March, 2013. In addition to serving as an entry point for reporting and response to SGBV, life skills training 

and SGBV sensitization activities will also be available at the center. IRC-Harikar, Un ponte Per, UNFPA and ACTED 

are implementing information sessions targeting women, youth and children to raise awareness on GBV and reproduc-

tive health, and providing counselling and psychosocial support. UNICEF and partners in collaboration with the Depart-

ment of Displaced and Migration will establish a second Child Friendly Space/Youth Friendly Space and Child Protection 

Unit in Domiz camp.  

Lebanon - UNICEF continues to prioritize GBV activities, with 279 women and girls survivors of GBV or at risk of GBV 

benefitting last fortnight from support provided by two community centers in North Lebanon and Bekaa. Assistance is  

provided through life skills and vocational training programmes, emotional support groups and awareness-raising  

sessions on parenting skills and nutrition. 

Iman, 25, with her son Ahmed and daughter Aishia, in Nizip refugee camp, Turkey. They fled 

their home in Aleppo after months of conflict. Iman decided it was time to flee when she 

heard accounts of sexual harassment against women in Aleppo. The journey to Turkey was full 

of danger – Iman lost five relatives. The most important thing she was able to bring with her is 

the Koran she is holding.  UNHCR / B. Sokol 

 

http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=1646
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=1646


1.1 million refugees and relentless arrivals escalate demand for shelter 
 Across Jordan, Turkey and Iraq, 22 camps are accommodating 411,000 refugees. All are approaching capacity aside 

from Al Qaim in Iraq, where the border remains closed except for family reunification (limited to three cases per day) 

and Syrians in need of medical attention for day-care.   

 Refugees in urban settings are living with host families, renting apartments and building makeshift shelter themselves. 

Rents are high and space is limited. Response partners are providing financial assistance and working around the clock 

to rehabilitate buildings and provide shelter to the thousands of families struggling to find solutions. 

 Jordan - During the reporting period, 258 prefabricated shelters was received from the Bahrain Foundation (40),  

Islamic Relief (20), Oman Foundation (136), Qatar Foundation (42), Said Foundation (10) and Saudi Foundation (10). 

These donations are benefiting more than 1,200 people in Zaatri camp. Some 300 tents are pitched on a daily basis to 

accommodate new arrivals.  

 Overcrowded shelters exacerbate the impact of incidents such as fires. On 8 March, a fire spread rapidly through  

multiple tents in close vicinity, affecting 109 families (over 500 individuals) who lost all their food and non-food items 

(NFIs). UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP and partners responded to their needs by giving them accommodation for the night at 

the reception area, received a welcome meal, blankets and mats to spend the night and have pre-positioned extra NFIs 

to be distributed to families shortly, focusing on those children and families most in need. Efforts are being made to  

implement and reinforce immediate security measures. 

 Lebanon - Over 46,000 refugees have received shelter assistance including weather-proofing, rehabilitation of private 

houses, collective shelters, and cash for rent. Local municipalities reported a steady increase in the number of newly 

arrived families being accommodated in in extremely congested shelters. Agencies continued to work on a mix of  

shelter solutions this week to address the most pressing needs. The Norwegian Refugee Council continues to finalize 

contracts with Lebanese owners of unfinished houses in Bekaa and Akkar to rehabilitate the properties, and host Syrian 

refugees for one year free of charge.   

 Iraq - Domiz camp is critically overcrowded with thousands of families having to share tents, promoting tension and 

conflict amongst the population. Discussions are ongoing between the Kurdistan Regional Government, UNHCR and 

partners on two new refugee camps in Erbil and Sulaymaniyah. 

 Turkey - UNHCR maintains a presence in all refugee hosting governorates providing technical support to Turkish  

authorities on all protection related concerns including registration, camp management, and voluntary repatriation. 
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These tents on the grounds of a mosque provide shelter for Syrian refugee families in Lebanon. UNHCR / S. Malkawi  
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United Nations Agency for Refugees (UNHCR) | http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees  

The regional response plan for Syrian refugees is the coordinated effort of 55 participating agencies:  

ACF | ACTED | AMEL | Association of Volunteers International | CARE International | CARITAS | Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre | Centre 

for Victims of Torture | CHF International | CISP/RI | DRC | FCA/ACT Alliance | GVC/Muslim Aid | HAI | Handicap International | ICMC | 

IMC | IOM | International Orthodox Christian Charities | IRD | IRC | Internews | Intersos | JEN | JHCO | JHAS | JRF | Madrasati Initiative | 

Medair | Mercy Corps | Movement for Peace | NRC | Oxfam GB | People in Need | PU-AMI | Relief International | Restart | Save the 

Children Jordan | SCI | Terres des Hommes | THW | Un ponte Per | UNDP| UNESCO | UNFPA | UNHABITAT | UNHCR| UNICEF | UNOPS | 

UNRWA | UNWOMEN | War Child Holland | WFP | WHO | World Vision International  

Humanitarian response partners are invited to contribute to this report. For more information or to be added to the distribution 
list, please contact Anna King, UNHCR Regional Reporting Officer | kinga@unhcr.org 

New arrivals need immediate assistance 

to cover basic needs  
The worsening social and economic conditions in  

Syria means refugees are reaching their country of 

asylum with very limited resources and immediate 

needs. Priority areas of intervention include the  

provision of food, shelter, non-food items,  

financial assistance and access to healthcare.  

Iraq - The Development Modification Centre (DMC) 

places new arrivals with host families in Domiz camp 

but the camp itself is exceeding capacity. Double  

occupancies are straining limited resources and  

increasing the risk of tension within the community.  

In order to continue providing new arrivals with safe 

reception conditions and assistance upon arrival, a 

reception center will be established to accommodate 

up to 2,000 persons for two to three days. A new 

transit area with communal WASH facilities will also be developed. 

To ensure refugees are able to contact their families, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) resumed the 

provision of phone access; each refugee can contact any family member worldwide or any relative for three minutes.  

Jordan - WFP distributed welcome meals to 62,414 new arrivals in February and included 53,000 refugees awaiting  

registration into its voucher scheme. Vulnerable refugees among new arrivals, including the disabled and female heads 

of households are identified daily and prioritized for assistance with tents, food, and NFIs. 

Lebanon - Inter-agency efforts continued to assist refugees pending registration with basic items through UNHCR,  

partners, municipalities and local charities. The Danish Refugee Council, Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre (CLMC) and 

partner agencies are visiting newly arrived refugees to assess their needs and provide them with essentials such as 

heating tools and hygiene kits. Over 450 newly arrived Syrian refugees were visited, counselled and assisted this week. 

New arrivals at Domiz camp, Iraq. UNHCR 

 

Regional refugee population April 2012 - March 2013 
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