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61 partners across the region. Published weekly on Thursday, the next update will be available on 28 March 2013. 
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REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

 The Government of Jordan has authorized the opening of and additional camp in Al-Azraq. 

Preparations are under way for the new camp. 

 A regional contingency planning revision meeting took place on 21 March in Beirut with  

participation from 12 UN agencies and 15 NGOs from Syria (SHARP) and the region (RRP), 

with a view to adopting a common, comprehensive strategic framework and plan until  

December 2013.  The meeting has agreed on most likely scenarios, (SHARP and RRP), best 

and worst case scenarios . 

The exodus of refugees from Syria continues to accelerate. Many people arrive with nothing 

and even those who arrived with savings, goods and the good will and resources of friends 

and family are rapidly depleting. The inter-agency response is revising country and regional 

contingency plans and enhancing preparedness in anticipation of fast-growing needs. 

 Humanitarian partners are currently undertaking a bottom-up needs assessment in camps 

and urban settings, revising the humanitarian plan till 31 December 2013.  

Across the region, UNHCR is registering some 7,000 people on average each day over the 

past four weeks. 

 The UN High Commissioner for Refugees urges donor nations to approve extraordinary 

funds to help Syrian refugees and host countries, warning of dire regional consequences if 

funding levels do not rise. 

REGIONAL FIGURES 

1,165,731 known persons of concern 

have fled to neighboring countries  

75% of refugees are women and children 

300,000 children vaccinated against  

measles and polio 

62% of registered refugees live outside 

camps in host communities 

US$ 725 million funding gap in the  

2013 inter-agency regional appeal  

Refugee population as of 20 March 2013, based on available data. For updated figures visit http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees 
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Registration expedited as key protection mechanism  

 Registration is a vital process to identify, protect and assist refugees. UNHCR continues to expand efforts to expedite 

registration across the region. The significant increase in the number of new arrivals and the need to renew certificates 

every six months for the growing population are ongoing challenges.  

 UNHCR has introduced extraordinary measures to expand capacity, including establishing new registration centers, 

double shifts and emergency procedures, resulting in a reduction in the waiting period.  

 To  provide  more  reliable  and  transparent communication  about  how  to  access  help, registration  awareness  

campaigns  are implemented  in  close  coordination  with  local authorities  to  sensitize  refugees  about  the  

confidentiality  and  importance of  registration. 

 Receiving aid is not contingent upon registration. Immediate  assistance  is  offered  (within funding limitations) to  new 

arrivals and  refugees  awaiting  registration  have access to  assistance.  Response  partners  continue  to provide  

counselling  and  refer  vulnerable individuals  awaiting  registration  to  health, education,  legal  and  financial services. 

 Jordan - in Amman, registration capacity increased from 7,000 individuals per month to 20,038 in February 2013. A 

new registration center opened in Irbid last month and is fully operating the new biometric Iris Scan solution, which will 

improve verification and fraud detection.  

 Lebanon - UNHCR has made significant investments to boost registration and capacity has increased 25-fold over the 

past year, reaching 40,000 per month in February 2013. New registration premises opened in the Bekaa Valley, and af-

ternoon and weekend shifts were introduced in Beirut. UNHCR decreased the waiting period by two thirds in Beirut 

through the initiation of a rapid registration procedure. Likewise, in north Lebanon, the waiting period for registration  

appointments has decreased to 28 days. 

 Turkey - UNHCR will support AFAD to establish ten mobile Coordination Centers to facilitate the registration of  

refugees living in urban areas. 

 Iraq - registration capacity increased 500 per cent between June 2012 and February 2013, from 3,000 per month to the 

current monthly average of 20,000. Access to registration in Domiz camp is maintained seven days a week. 

 Egypt - UNHCR is currently conducting a registration drive in Zamalek, Cairo to register 10,000 people over three 

weeks. This will be followed by a 10-day mobile registration drive to register 12,000 people in Alexandria.   

An elderly mother and her adult daughters, with their children, take a breather at a  

processing point near the Jaber border crossing. Her daughters’ husbands took them 

to the border and then returned to Syria. UNHCR | J. Kohler 

 

 

 Significant funding gap in  

 regional appeal for refugees  

 As of 15 March, the Regional Response 

Plan for refugees fleeing Syria is 31 per 

cent funded.  

 The refugee population has already  

surpassed 1.1 million, the planning figure 

for June, and UNHCR is registering some 

7,000 refugees on average each day.  

 Donors have given generously.  

Nevertheless, the humanitarian response 

will not address the massive scale and 

scope of the crisis with the current level of 

funding.  

RRP Funding Level 
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Regional contingency planning underway to prepare for potential scenarios 

 Contingency planning and preparedness is a vital element of responding adequately and effectively to dynamic  

situations. As the Syrian conflict enters into a third year, there is an urgent need to revise the contingency plans for  

refugee receiving countries to adapt to the fast-evolving crisis. 

 Humanitarian response partners are preparing for further deterioration of the situation and to meet the needs of new 

arrivals, registered refugees and previously unidentified persons of concern coming forward for assistance.  

 UNHCR is leading and coordinating the process of updating contingency plans in consultation with host Governments 

and partners to make preparations for, and respond to if necessary, a mass influx of refugees from Syria into  

neighbouring countries and North Africa.  

 At the country level, contingency plans will reflect agreed-upon scenarios, common response strategies and the  

required preparedness level and actions developed in consultation with host governments and humanitarian response 

partners. Consensus is being sought this week on regional contingency planning scenarios for refugee outflows to  

December 2013. Three planning scenarios are being revised, being the ‘most likely’, the ‘least likely’, and the ‘worst 

case’ scenarios.  

Urban refugees at risk of disappearing 

out of aid providers’ sights 

 Refugees are arriving in or relocating from 

camps to urban settings every day. With less 

shelter and assistance available, urban  

displacement threatens to make refugees more 

vulnerable as they lose touch with aid providers. 

The enhanced urban refugee response expands 

outreach activities to identify and assist the most 

vulnerable. Provisions include cash assistance, 

psychosocial support, vocational training and  

health care.   

 Close liaison with local authorities remains a  

vital source of information on the status and 

needs of refugees. Response partners are also 

working to assist vulnerable host families and  

implement needed Quick-Impact Projects (QIPs) 

to benefit host communities.  

 Lebanon - Some 40 QIP projects have been  

implemented throughout Lebanon so far and  

include public gardens, public libraries, garbage 

bins, and support to agricultural cooperatives. During the reporting period, 42 trainee women graduated in the Halba 

community center, Akkar in sewing, hairdressing and English courses. The vocational training and livelihood activities 

are offered to Syrian refugees and the Lebanese community to regain their hope for the future and enhance livelihood 

and income generation opportunities.  

 Jordan - In host communities, IMC conducts home visits to offer psychosocial support and referrals where necessary 

to specialized services providers. Clowns Without Borders are performing in child friendly centers, where UNICEF  

partners run psychosocial support activities, for refugee and local children. UNHCR provides advice over the phone 

through an Info Line for refugees with enquiries on registration and other assistance programs. Some 50,000 calls have 

been received. In February, more than 30,000 people benefitted from cash assistance and 2,516 home visits were  

conducted to assess vulnerability in allocating cash assistance.  

 Turkey - Urban refugees have access to medical assistance and other programs in each governorate. The Gaziantep 

Municipality has established a school for Syrian children and some 600 students are attending classes for grades 1 - 8, 

five days a week. In addition, almost 400 Syrian adults are attending Turkish language classes at the school. 

 Egypt - During the reporting week, a total of 289 Syrians benefited from psychosocial services, including mental health 

care.  

Fatima and her family were taken in by Lebanese hosts in the city of Arsal in  

Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley. She stands in front of the small room which is now home to 

the eight-year-old. UNHCR | S. Malkawi 
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United Nations Agency for Refugees (UNHCR) | http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees  

The regional response for refugees fleeing Syria is the coordinated effort of 61 participating agencies:  

ACF | ACTED | AMEL | Arab Council Supporting Fair Trial and Human Rights | ARRD-Legal Aid| Association of Volunteers International 

| CARE International | CARITAS | Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre | Centre for Victims of Torture | CHF International | CISP/RI | Coptic 

Evangelical Organization for Social Services | DRC | FCA/ACT Alliance | GVC/Muslim Aid | HAI | Handicap International | ICMC | IMC | 

IOM | International Orthodox Christian Charities | IRD | IRC | Internews | Intersos | JEN | JHCO | JHAS | JRF | Madrasati Initiative | 

Medair | Mercy Corps | Movement for Peace | NRC | Oxfam GB | People in Need | PU-AMI | Psychosocial Training Institute in Cairo | 

Questscope | Relief International | Restart | Save the Children Jordan | SCI | ShelterBox | Terres des Hommes | THW | Un ponte Per | 

UNDP| UNESCO | UNFPA | UNHABITAT | UNHCR| UNICEF | UNOPS | UNRWA | UNWOMEN | War Child Holland | WFP | WHO | 

World Vision International  

Humanitarian response partners are invited to contribute to this report. For more information or to be added to the distribution list, 
please contact Anna King, UNHCR Regional Reporting Officer | kinga@unhcr.org 

Thank you to the following donors for contributing to the Syria Regional Response Plan 2013, as of 15 March:  

Australia | Bahrain | Belgium | Botswana | Brazil | Bulgaria | Canada | CERF | China | Croatia | Czech Republic |  

Denmark | ERF | Estonia | European Commission | Finland | France | Germany | Greece | Hungary | Iceland | India | 

Iraq | Ireland | Italy | Japan | Republic of Korea | Kuwait | Lithuania | Luxemburg | Malta | Mauritania | Mongolia | 

Morocco | Netherlands | Norway | Poland | Private Donors | Qatar | Romania | Saudi Arabia | Slovenia | Spain |  

Sweden | Switzerland | United Arab Emirates | United Kingdom | United States of America 

Young refugees’ right to education reinforced by  

host governments and humanitarian agencies 

 Almost 40 per cent of the registered Syrian refugee  

population are aged 11 years or younger and host countries 

have all prioritized their access to schooling. UNICEF and 

partners are supporting this through persistent efforts to enrol 

Syrian students in public schools and implementing education 

programs in camps. However, public schools are approaching 

saturation and efforts are being made to implement double 

teaching shifts across more locations.   

 Lebanon - Enrolment of Syrian students in public schools is  

almost complete, with the Ministry of Education and Higher  

Education estimating that more than 32,000 children have 

been enrolled. Partners are now focused on providing  

remedial classes and accelerated learning programmes,  

as well as psychosocial support. An additional 400 Syrian  

children received Back to School grants over the week, bringing the total number of children supported to 29,000. 

 Jordan - UNICEF, NRC and Save the Children Jordan are experiencing great success in registering students to attend 

the second school in Za’atri camp, following outreach activities conducted with community leaders. UNICEF and the 

Ministry of Education held orientation sessions for 115 teachers ahead of the school’s official opening. UNICEF and 

NRC also conducted orientation for parents on the importance of education and the future establishment of Parent 

Teacher Associations. In host communities, the total number of enrolments has reached 29,669 students. Double shifts 

have been implemented in three new schools, bringing the total number of double-shifted schools in Ramtha, Irbid,  

Amman and Mafraq to 14 schools, hosting over 4,300 Syrian students. This number is expected to rise in line with the 

sustained and high influx of refugees. 

 Iraq - The Ministry of Education launched its school feeding programme in the two schools in Domiz camp. Each  

student receives biscuits, canned milk and a piece of fruit on a daily basis. UNICEF has developed a plan to conduct a 

second school enrolment drive in the camp to register all new arrivals and children who are currently not attending 

school. 

 Egypt - UNHCR have finalized plans to distribute a new batch of Education Grants, which will benefit an estimated 

1,725 Syrian students.  

Syrian refugee children in Adiyaman camp, Turkey. UNHCR | B. Sokol 
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