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REGIONAL FIGURES 

2.7 million Syrian refugees have fled 

to neighbouring countries and North 

Africa 

51% of  the Syrian refugee population 

are under 18 years of age 

76% funding gap in the 2014 Syria  

Regional Response Plan (RRP6)  

 REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 

  The Government of Jordan and partners opened Azraq Camp on 30 April to cope with 

increasing numbers of Syrian refugees. The new camp can host up to 130,000 refugees if 

built to full capacity. Azraq is managed by the Jordanian authorities through the Syrian 

Refugee Affairs Directorate, in coordination with UNHCR.  

 The Government of Turkey has registered over half a million Syrians living outside of 

camps in host communities. Turkey’s registered Syrian refugee population has increased 

by more than 30 per cent since the start of 2014, from 560,000 to 736,000.  

 Iraq’s first national parliamentary elections without the presence of United States troops 

took place on 30 April.  

 The Regional Humanitarian Coordinator and the Regional Refugee Coordinator are  

inviting organizations working in Jordan to submit proposals for funding from the Syria 

Emergency Relief Fund (ERF). The focus of the call will be targeting the most vulnerable 

people in host communities; however this does not exclude projects submitted against 

the priority objectives identified by sectors. Maximum funding per project has now been 

increased to US$ 500,000, with a maximum implementation period of six months.  
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UN WOMEN: STUDY HIGHLIGHTS COMPLEX PROTECTION NEEDS OF REFUGEES IN IRAQ  

 A UN Women report on gender based violence amongst Syrian refugees in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq (KR-I) found increased 

levels of intimate partner violence; high levels of sexual harassment by employers and taxi drivers; and significant numbers of 

reports of sexual commercial transactions inside and outside refugee camps. Almost all men reported feeling afraid for the safety 

of their wives and daughters. 

 As with displaced populations everywhere, the experience of forced relocation has meant increased levels of violence and  

insecurity for women and girls. Women and girls face a range of serious and complex protection and gender-based violence 

(GBV) issues in both camp and non-camp settings.  

 In KR-I, concerns about Syrian refugees’ exposure to GBV are exacerbated by inadequate access to affordable safe housing,  

overcrowding, and a lack of opportunities for employment and education. Combined with displacement-related stress, these 

factors contribute to feelings of helplessness and frustrations among husbands and other male family members. 

 The report is based on a survey of men and women living inside and outside camps, carried out between August and  

December 2013. There have been many positive developments since the beginning of the survey. Health care has been extended 

into the camps and the regional government is now actively working with the United Nations to provide more durable shelter in 

many camps.  

 UN Women acknowledges the tremendous support given by the Kurdistan Regional Government in helping Syrian refugees, and 

allowing them access to public services, as well as the support given by UN agencies including UNHCR, UNFPA, WHO, UNICEF and 

by a wide range of international and national NGOs.  

 

UNHCR: SUPPORTING INSTITUTIONAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT IN LEBANON 

 With one million registered Syrian refugees, the crisis has placed increased pressure on Lebanon’s already fragile services,  

including electricity, water, sanitation, transport, health and education. With more people in the labour market, wages are  

dropping and the unemployment rate is reportedly rising. In some towns, refugees outnumber the resident Lebanese.  

 In 2013 the Government of Lebanon issued a Roadmap for Stabilization developed in partnership with the World Bank and the 

United Nations, setting out priority interventions to mitigate the impact of the Syrian crisis. UNHCR dedicates part of its  

humanitarian budget to immediate interventions in this roadmap.  

 Specifically, UNHCR seeks to strengthen the capacity of authorities to deal with the influx of refugees, mitigate some of the  

impacts of their presence, and support communities where refugees are hosted.  

 Institutional support includes staffing, training, equipment and 

expansion of services. Community support projects  

are selected based on their location in areas of high poverty 

and/or with high concentrations of refugees. Locations are 

prioritized where the presence of refugees has significantly 

impacted the infrastructure and other aspects of the area;  

and/or where tensions are most acute, with special  

consideration given to vulnerable groups. Particular attention 

is given to those that have an impact on job creation for the 

local population. Selected projects must involve the  

participation of the host community and be consistent with 

community or municipal priority plans.  

 In March, 12 community support projects were completed in 

the areas of education, health, waste management, and social 

cohesion. Projects included the rehabilitation of two public 

schools in Chhim in Mount Lebanon; provision of medical 

equipment to the Primary Health Care Centre in Chiah; a  

conference/learning space in Bani Sakher in the North; and the 

rehabilitation of sewage pipelines in Wadi Khaled.  

There are now 1 million Syrian refugees in Lebanon, a land of 4.8 

million people. Nafat, 45, from Homs, bakes bread outside her  

shelter in Turbide, Bekaa Valley. She has been in Lebanon for more 

than a year, and feeds her family of 13 every morning. “The bakery 

is too expensive,” she says. “I learned to bake by watching my 

neighbours.” UNHCR | L. Addario 

 

http://www.unwomen.org/ru/news/stories/2014/4/press-release-we-just-keep-silent
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UNESCO 

UNESCO 

JORDAN OPENS NEW CAMP TO COPE WITH INCREASING NUMBERS  

 The Government of Jordan officially opened Azraq Refugee Camp on 30 April. The new camp, located some 100km east of the 

capital, Amman, has been established to provide protection to Syrian refugees who continue to cross into Jordan in search of 

safety. UNHCR has now registered some 600,000 Syrian refugees in Jordan, while the Government of Jordan estimates that there 

are as many as 1.3 million Syrians in total in the country 

 As full capacity, Azraq can host up to 130,000 refugees. A limited number of families – totalling some 437 individuals – have been 

welcomed and settled in Azraq refugee camp in the days prior to the official opening.  

 Refugees are accommodated in insulated shelters that offer protection against harsh weather conditions. The camp has been 

designed taking into account the experience gained in Zaatari and other camps in order to enhance delivery of services and  

protection to refugees.  

 To date, there are 5,000 shelters ready which can accommodate 25,000 refugees. The water distribution system and sanitation 

facilities are operational. Police facilities have been completed and police officers deployed, including at the village level. Core 

relief items including blankets, mattresses, solar-powered lanterns and kitchen sets are provided to refugee families upon arrival.  

 Food vouchers, to be used in the camp supermarket, are distributed to refugees upon arrival. Primary health care facilities are 

functional. The secondary hospital structure has been completed and its services will be phased in according to the needs of the 

camp population. The delivery of furniture in schools is ongoing. Community centres, child friendly spaces, and playgrounds are 

also open. 

 International Medical Corps and UNFPA have built and equipped three safe spaces for women and girls in the camp.  

Psychologists, doctors and other specialized staff will attend to refugees in these centres and work on prevention and response 

to sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) through initiatives such as awareness-raising, psychosocial support and recreational 

activities.  

 Local workers from Azraq town and surrounding areas have been hired for the construction and maintenance of the camp and 

humanitarian agencies continue to explore potential employment and business opportunities for the local Azraq community. 

Partners have also been implementing community support projects in Azraq town, in coordination with local authorities and 

community-based organizations, in order to ease the pressure additional populations represent on resources. 

 Azraq Refugee Camp is managed by the Jordanian authorities through the Syrian Refugee Affairs Directorate, in  

coordination with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). In total, 19 agencies are involved in addition to 

the Government in the provision of protection and assistance to Syrian refugees in the camp.  

Abu Saleh carries an aid pack into his shelter. 

After a dangerous 1,000-kilometre journey to  

escape the violence in Syria, Abu Saleh and his 

family made the night-time crossing into  

neighbouring Jordan, not knowing where they 

would end up.  

The 47-year-old was a farmer in the northern 

Syrian province of Al-Hassakeh, but two years 

without water or electricity left him unable to  

produce enough to feed his wife and their four 

daughters and three sons, aged from 18 months 

to 21 years. 

Once they made it over the border, the Jordanian 

authorities brought them to a registration centre 

together with dozens of other refugee families. 

There they learnt that they would be among the 

first residents of the camp at Azraq. 

“I am very grateful for the kindness and support 

we have received,” he says. “The shelter is much 

better than we had anticipated.”  

UNHCR | J. Kohler 
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The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) | http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees  

This report is prepared by UNHCR. Humanitarian response partners are invited to contribute to this report. For more 
information or to be added to the distribution list, please contact Anna King, UNHCR Regional Reporting Officer | 

kinga@unhcr.org 

 The regional response for refugees fleeing Syria is the coordinated effort of 157 participating organizations, including 105 appealing agencies:  

ABAAD | ACTED | ActionAid | Action contre la faim | Adventist Development and Relief Agency | Africa and Middle East Refugee Assistance | Al 

Majmoua | AMAN | AMEL | Arab Medical Union | Arc en Ciel | ARDD-Legal Aid | Association de Charité Humanitaire | Association Justice et  

Miséricorde | Association of Volunteers in International Service | BBC Media Action | Beyond Association | British Council | CARE International |  

Caritas | Caritas Lebanon Migrant Centre | Catholic Relief Services | Central Association for Kindergarten Supervisors League | Centre for Victims of 

Torture | Civil Development Organization | Comitato International per lo Sviluppo dei Popoli | CONCERN | Cooperazione Internazionale | Coptic  

Evangelical Organization for Social Services | DRC | Family Guidance and Awareness Centre | FAO | Finn Church Aid | Finnish Red Cross/Iraqi Red 

Crescent Society | French Red Cross | Fundacion Promocion Social de la Cultura | GIZ | Global Communities Partners for Good | Gruppo di  

Volontariato Civile | Handicap International | Heartland Alliance International | High Relief Commission | Hilfswerk Austria International | Human Relief 

Foundation | Humedica | ILO | Institution for Family Health/Noor Al Hussein Foundation | International Alert | International Catholic Migration  

Commission | International Children’s Continence Society | International Medical Corps | International Orthodox Christian Charities | International  

Relief and Development | International Rescue Committee | Internews | INTERSOS | IOM | Iraqi Refugee Assistance Project | Iraqi Youth League | 

Islamic Relief Worldwide | JBA | JEN | Jesuit Refugee Service | Jordan Health Aid Society | Jordan Hashemite Charity Organization | Jordan  

Hashemite Fund for Human Development | Jordan Red Crescent | Jordan River Foundation | Jordanian Women’s Union | KAFA | KG | KnK | KURDS | 

Lutheran Word Federation | MADA | Madrasati Initiative | Mines Advisory Group | Mahmoud Mosque Society | Makassed | Makhzoumi Foundation | 

Medair | Medical Aid for Palestinians | Médecins du Monde | Mercy Corps | Mercy USA | Ministry of Public Health | Ministry of Water and Irrigation | 

Movement for Peace | Muslim Aid | NAJMAH | National Centre for Culture and Arts | NICCOD | NRC | Operation Mercy | Organization for the  

Development of Women and Children | Oxfam | PEOPLE IN NEED | Plan International | Polish Centre for International Aid | Psycho Social Training 

and Services Institute in Cairo | PU-AMI | Public Aid Organization | QANDIL | Qatar Red Crescent | Questscope | Rassemblement Democratique des 

Femmes du Liban | Relief International | Refugee Education Trust | Refugee Egypt | Resala | RESCATE | RESTART | Royal Health Awareness  

Society | Safadi Foundation | SAWA | SCI KR-I | SCI | SCJ | Search for Common Ground | Secours Islamique France | Seraphim GLOBAL | SHEILD | 

Solidar Suisse | Solidarités International | Soins infirmiers et developpement comunautaire | St. Andrew’s Refugee Education Service | STEP |  

TADAMON | Taghyeer | TDH | TDHI | THW | TRIANGLE GH | UAE Red Crescent | UNAMI | UN Women | UNDP | UNESCO | UNFPA | UN-Habitat | 

UNHCR | UNICEF | UNOPS | Un Ponte Per | UNRWA | WAAJC | War Child UK | War Child Holland | WARVIN | WFP | WHO | World Rehabilitation 

Fund | World Vision International | Young Man’s Christian Association | Y-PEER  

TURKEY: PROTECTION NEEDS EXPECTED TO RISE AS SYRIAN POPULATION IN HOST  

COMMUNITIES EXCEEDS 500,000  

 The number of Syrians living outside camps across 

South East Turkey has increased dramatically in  

recent months. There are now over 500,000 Syrians 

in host communities registered by the Government 

of Turkey, compared to 350,000 at the beginning of 

this year, and a mere 91,000 in May 2013.  

 Government authorities and humanitarian partners 

are working to scale up assistance to vulnerable  

refugees living in host communities.  

 UNHCR partner Support to Life has distributed cards 

for cash assistance to over 700 vulnerable non-camp 

Syrian families living in Sanliurfa province. The 

amount of cash assistance will depend on the family 

size. Cards are loaded on a monthly basis (initially for 

four months) with 30 TL (approx. US$ 14.33) per  

person for food and 40 TL per family for core relief 

items. The assessment through house visits is  

ongoing. 

 The project targets some 1,000 families, and up to 

6,000 individuals will benefit from the assistance.  

Syrian refugees living in Turkish host communities are increasingly in need of 

assistance. Refugees residing in camps managed by the Government are  

provided with food, shelter, education, basic services and medical assistance. 
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