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SITUATION UPDATE 
 
It has been more than two months since Hurricane Dorian—the strongest 
storm in recorded history to strike the Bahamas—devastated infrastructure 
and interrupted health and social services on Grand Bahama and Abaco islands. The latest reports from the Royal 
Bahamas Police Force have confirmed a slight increase in the death toll: 67 deaths are now attributed to the storm, and 
an estimated 282 persons are still missing. Additionally, more than 13,000 homes on Grand Bahama and Abaco islands 
have been damaged or destroyed. Total economic losses for the country linger around $7 billion, more than half of the 
country’s gross national product.1 
 
As the country transitions from emergency response to recovery, the Prime Minister has renewed his appeal for 
assistance, noting that support is still needed as the country begins to rebuild.2 As of November 4, all Public Hospitals 
Authority (PHA) medical personnel on Grand Bahama have returned to work. However, because the hurricane severely 
affected infrastructure, equipment, medical supplies, and electrical and water supply on the island, the capacity of the 
healthcare delivery system has been hindered. According to an assessment report produced by the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the World 
Health Organization (WHO) and Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the estimated cost of damage to the health 
sector on Grand Bahama and Abaco islands is $37.7 million.3 These high costs are expected to put a devastating strain 
on the national budget, particularly as the country has suffered economic losses due to the disruption of tourism.  
 
In addition to high health costs, damage to facilities and equipment associated with water and sanitation is estimated at 
$14.8 million. The storm devastated pumping stations, storage tanks and distribution systems, leaving vulnerable 
population groups, such as the elderly and disabled, without access to potable water.  

                                                 
1 Sachs, A. “After Hurricane Dorian, one Bahama island is ready for the winter rush.”(8 November 2019). The Washington Post. Retrieved on 
November 18, 2019, from https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/travel/weeks-after-hurricane-dorian-one-bahama-island-is-ready-for-the-
winter-rush/2019/11/07/2c00bc94-fbf5-11e9-8190-6be4deb56e01_story.html 
2 Direct Relief. “Prime Minister Minnis announces housing initiatives to assist residents displaced by Hurricane Dorian ”. (03 November 2019). 
Retrieved on November 7, 2019, from https://reliefweb.int/report/bahamas/prime-minister-minnis-announces-housing-initiatives-assist-residents-
displaced 
3 United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). “Assessment of the Effects and Impacts of Hurricane Dorian 
in the Bahamas.” (15 November 2019). Retrieved on November 18, 2019, from https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/EZSHARE-
1256154360-486.pdf 

FAST FACTS 
• As of November 18, 

International Medical 
Corps’ medical teams had 
provided 1,067 
consultations. 

• International Medical Corps 
has trained 34 community 
health volunteers (CHVs), 
who will soon begin 
community outreach efforts 
targeting 10,000 individuals. 

• More than 350 people have 
participated in mental 
health and psychosocial 
support awareness sessions 
sponsored by International 
Medical Corps. 

Dr. Edwards-Rowlands, public health doctor from the Community Health Services of Grand 
Bahama island, helps to train community health volunteers. 
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Additionally, changes in population distribution are expected to affect the availability of services and increase the need 
for support. For example, before the storm made landfall, residents from east Grand Bahama migrated to the large 
urban centers in the western region. As city services resume in the eastern part of the island, residents are expected to 
return to assess damage and reclaim their homes. This returning population will require support, particularly with water, 
sanitation and hygiene services. To meet this need, humanitarian organizations are assisting the government of the 
Bahamas by supplying water tankers and generators. 
 
INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CORPS RESPONSE  
 
On November 9, International Medical Corps, in close collaboration with 
the PHA, held a training session for community health volunteers (CHVs). 
Thirty-four CHVs participated in the comprehensive health-education 
program, which included modules on sanitation, hygiene promotion, 
mental health and psychosocial support services, and gender-based 
violence. International Medical Corps will host a second training session 
on November 23. The CHVs were provided with training materials, flip 
books, notebooks, pens and other supplies to support their upcoming 
outreach to their communities. Ultimately, CHVs are expected to provide 
health awareness information for 10,000 residents on Grand Bahama 
island.  
 
Over the course of the response to Hurricane Dorian, International 
Medical Corps’ medical teams have provided 1,067 consultations. Patients 
have been treated for various injuries, skin diseases and upper respiratory 
infections, with the majority of patients receiving care for chronic 
diseases, including hypertension and diabetes. 
 
By November 4, all PHA medical staff in the eastern part of Grand Bahama 
had returned to work. The teams are now based at International Medical 
Corps’ emergency medical clinic, which was established at High Rock. 
Providers include three nurses, one nurse supervisor and one clinician. 
Though the PHA no longer needs staffing support at the emergency clinic, 
International Medical Corps is continuing to provide supplies, equipment 
and training for local medical personnel. 
 
Moving forward, the PHA and Ministry of Health (MoH) are focusing on developing a more resilient health infrastructure 
that serves the needs of at-risk and vulnerable populations, particularly those in the more rural, remote areas. To 
support this strategy, International Medical Corps has procured one hurricane-proof static clinic, which will replace the 
emergency tented clinic now at High Rock, and one mobile medical unit that will enable local health authorities to 
better-serve vulnerable populations throughout the island. The mobile medical unit, coupled with the more permanent 
structure at High Rock, will enable healthcare staff to provide more comprehensive health services for all residents of 
Grand Bahama, while supporting the government’s efforts to strengthen emergency preparedness and response 
capacity. Moving forward, International Medical Corps will continue to coordinate with the PHA and MoH to identify and 
link resources to address health needs. 
 
International Medical Corps has reached 309 individuals through mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS) 
awareness sessions and has trained 68 service providers on self-care and positive coping strategies. International 

This World Mental Health Day Poster was 
circulated through social media. 
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Medical Corps is also working with local mental health service agencies and providers to increase awareness through 
medical campaigns, including a World Mental Health Day poster that was circulated through social media. Additional 
radio ads and television campaigns have been scheduled.  
 
International Medical Corps’ MHPSS specialist also participated in the National Child Abuse Conference. The conference, 
which was co-organized by local organizations (including by Bahamas Against Crime, and by Sanctuary), provided an 
opportunity for International Medical Corps to meet with representatives from local women’s shelters and children’s 
homes, to coordinate efforts to provide psychosocial support and to discuss capacity-building needs of staff working in 
these fields.  
 
Finally, in partnership with the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) cluster, International Medical Corps will conduct a 
rapid assessment to inform planning and implementation of water distribution in vulnerable, remote communities on 
Grand Bahama island. The assessment is being conducted in response to Grand Bahama Port Authority’s call for 
additional distribution points in underserved locations, where people continue to face challenges accessing water for 
daily needs. International Medical Corps’ WASH specialist has been coordinating closely with the Grand Bahama Port 
Authority, National Emergency Management Agency and Department of Social Services to identify potential points of 
distribution. 
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